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 NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting

held on Thursday 25th April 2019 at the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell, 
at 7.30 pm. 

Chairman: Cllr Paul Day 
Present:        101 members of the public, including Ward Councillors of Milton Keynes Council and members of Newport Pagnell Town Council

Stephen Capsey – Maltings Heritage

Dr Jane Youell

Simon Bates – Simon Bates Landscaping 

          The Town Clerk 
1. 
Opening 

Cllr Paul Day opened the meeting, thanking everyone for coming. He spoke about what a Town Mayor does, which involves chairing meetings of the Council, representing Newport Pagnell at a range of events, and generally being an ambassador for the Town. He and other council members were there to meet the people they represented.  Mayors, he explained, were elected by the other members of a council. Cllr Day encouraged people to put themselves forward for elections, particularly as next year is election year for Newport Pagnell Town Council.  Newport Pagnell has a Town Council, although there was also another tier of government for the area – Milton Keynes Council.   Cllr Andrew Geary was present at the meeting as ward councillor for the Newport Pagnell North Ward, and Cllr Jane Carr was also present, as ward councillor for the Newport Pagnell South Ward. Both of these councillors sit on Milton Keynes Council.  Cllr Day said that it was possible that several of the questions raised at the meeting would be for the attention of Milton Keynes Council rather than the Town Council, in which case, there would be an opportunity after the meeting for residents to talk with these councillors.   
Cllr Day went on to speak about the Town ‘s new vision, which is to: 
· Look after Newport Pagnell as a place people want to live, work and visit

· Promote health and wellbeing for Newport Pagnell residents of all ages

· Create a safer and cleaner environment

· Protect and celebrate our local heritage

· Be available for and engaged with the public we represent

· Support activities that encourage residents to feel part of Newport Pagnell’s community. 
He asked attendees to complete the survey on the town’s vision and how well the vision was being met. 

He spoke of new development in and around the town, citing the Tickford Field Farm development of some 930 new homes and the possible Moulsoe development which could be 5000 or more new homes. He went on to explain the £94,000,000 housing infrastructure bid, which Milton Keynes Council had applied for in order to build the necessary infrastructure for this large development. The Moulsoe development is this side of the M1, which was one of the reasons the Town Council had consulted on whether a parish boundary review is required. Another reason was because Moulsoe Parish have up to now indicated that they would wish any new development to become a separate parish. The results from this consultation indicated that more people felt that a boundary review was needed than not.  

Cllr Day said that the Town Council had worked hard to ensure that services remained in the community, recently taking ownership of Middleton Pool, Willen Road Sports Ground, and the Youth Club.  In July 2019 the Town Council would also be taking on management of the parks and play areas in the town.  

Newport Pagnell has a strong sense of identity which is exemplified by the many events it holds throughout the year.  The Vintage Event would again return this year with a cast of re-enactors, and the Town Council would also put on the Choral Event again in October, this time in the parish church.  There are also the other regular events that brought the community together, including the Carnival, the Strawberry Fayre, the Fireworks Event and the Christmas Lights switch-on.  A great town to be living in whatever your age.     
2.
Minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting held on 19th April 2018 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.   

Prop: P. Winsor  Sec: M. Lombardo
3.
The Maltings Heritage Studio on gateway signage for the Town
Cllr Day explained that the Town Council had commissioned a project for the town which would make practical use of the arts funding that was part of the contribution that developers had to make when building new homes.  He said that it was important to ensure that such funding, which was reserved for arts projects only, was spent in a practical way in Newport Pagnell, and not elsewhere in Milton Keynes. It was felt that signage was an excellent way to represent Newport Pagnell’s rich history to visitors and residents alike.   He then introduced Stephen Capsey from the Maltings Heritage Studio to speak about the new signage for the Town.  
Stephen Capsey explained that his studio had been commissioned to undertake a heritage arts project for Newport Pagnell which involved three phases:  

· Gateway entrance signs

· Pedestrian wayfinder signage

· A heritage trail and historical notice boards

Attendees at the meeting were asked to consult on phase one, the gateway entrance signs.  Stephen Capsey introduced ten possible designs, and asked everyone to tick up to seven of their favourite signs for the seven entrances into the town.  Signage would be made of black powder coated Aluminium or Steel TBC with the chosen designs cut out of the plates, and low level LHD lights would ensure that the signs were illuminated at night.  Each sign would have a top plate with a common logo, but below this the images would differ. 
Options for signs artwork were:

1.
Aston Martin DB5

2.
M1 services, the first on the motorway.

3.
Coaching history of the town.

4.
Town logo and crest
5.
Oliver Cromwell and the town’s links to the civil war.
6.
Lacemaking – the cottage industry.

7.
Tickford Bridge.

8. 
Taylor’s Mustard.

9.
Tickford Priory.

10 .
Velum manufacture .

4.
The Town Ranger


Simon Bates introduced himself to residents, explaining that he had been contracted to undertake 10 hours of work per week for the Town Council last year, but that this had just been increased to 20 hours per week. His work was in response to lowered standards of environmental management by Milton Keynes Council, owing to substantial cuts to funding. He focussed on landscaping, litter and general cleanliness of the town.  This involved picking up bags of rubbish, cutting down vegetation, marking dog faeces and issuing spot fines for this and for litter picking, weed spraying, communicating and educating residents, removing fly tipping and graffiti, reporting street lights out of order, and cleaning street signs.  He had noticed that there was a real pride in Newport Pagnell, and that once he had cleaned an area, it tended to stay clean, which was not the case in other parts of Milton Keynes.  
5.
Dementia Friendly societies 


Dr Jane Youell gave a presentation, explaining that she was a senior researcher at Leeds University, and had just been appointed as new chair of the Milton Keynes Dementia Partnership Board.  She had worked with GP practices, CCGs, nurses etc. on helping to provide dementia friendly societies.  This involved the setting up of community centres which focussed on making the people with dementia themselves the centre of changes in a community.  She explained that there were over 100 serious neurological conditions that together were described as dementia.  The best description of dementia was that the brain stopped working properly.   Ultimately people with dementia may not be able to feed or dress themselves.  Typical symptoms were loss of memory, actually getting lost, inability to communicate clearly, and cognitive difficulties.  There were currently 850,000 people with dementia in the UK, and by 2040 this will double.  Dementia is the leading cause of death in woman, and the second leading cause of death in men, after heart attacks. It costs £23 billion per year, and by 2040 this cost will treble.   Person based/person centred care was crucial in keeping people active and independent in the community.   It was important that people with dementia were learning new skills, and were kept with people where they were wanted, for as long as possible.  These approaches helped to reduce the impact of dementia on people.  The Alliance Dementia Society recommends a number of steps, but the key ingredient was that people with dementia themselves contributed.  Jane said that she felt that Newport Pagnell was the perfect place for a project led by people with dementia.     
6.
Town Awards
The following people received Citizen Awards:  

· Janet and Tom Haynes, for over 30 years of fundraising for the Christmas Lights switch-on.

· Pam Stanley, for serving many generations of Brownies as Brown Owl. 

· Sam McBrearty for her work as chair of the Newport Pagnell Carnival.

7.
Questions


The Mayor opened the floor to questions.  

Q.1
 If or when is the local shop at Green Park likely to be opened?
A.1
 We don’t know.  A local resident said she had heard that it was likely to be around 24-26th May. 
Q.2
How do we contact the ranger?
A.2
Make contact with the Town Council offices. 

  
Q.3
 A resident of the Poet’s estate complained that the road is full of potholes, residents park on the grass constantly and school’s parking causes many problems. 
A.3
We regularly report potholes to Milton Keynes Council who are the highways authority.  We have spoken with Portfields School and also with the police.  The problem does continue, but needs concerted action from Milton Keynes Council’s enforcement team.  
Q.4
 The tip recycle centre continues to cause difficulties in blocking up the traffic.  The tip won’t take traders either.  
A.4.
 The Town Council is aware that the tip’s traffic raised issues with the Tickford Fields Farm consultation, and we are currently in discussion with Milton Keynes Council about the possibilities of moving the tip to an area not far away.  
Q.5
The area around Green Park and Ousedale Schools.  Children attend school on bikes.  They are in danger from the traffic racing around these areas particularly on corners of the main road.  
A.5
The Town Council will talk to the schools involved. 

Q.6.
We need a change in law to stop people parking on pavements.  Will the Town Council request this?  
A.6
The Town Council will raise the matter at the Transport Committee.  We do have to be careful that we don’t simply cause traffic displacement through any actions taken. 
 

Q.7
Whenever we go into the Town Council offices we are passed onto Milton Keynes Council. 
 

A.7
If the issue raised is about a service run by Milton Keynes Council, then only they can address it.  However, bit by bit we are taking on more Milton Keynes Council services. We have to do this legally and can’t simply usurp Milton Keynes Council’s rights and obligations.  
Q.8
 There is more and more development happening.  What is the Town Council’s view on both the Tickford Field Farm Development and the new Moulsoe development?   What can be done to ensure that there is a higher response to surveys undertaken by the Town Council?  300 respondents is not a great percentage of all Newport residents.
A.8
The Town Council’s view on the Tickford Field Farm site was that whilst the core strategy at the time called for only 450 new homes, the site next to it was vacant, and would come forward at the next iteration of the core strategy.  This would result in two developments with neither offering the necessary infrastructure particularly  the local primary school and local centre.  It was better to plan the whole site as a carefully planned development than to accept new development on a piecemeal basis.  Schooling at Ousedale could be catered for by expanding the Olney campus of the school, as many students who currently come to Newport are not from Newport.  The neighbourhood plan outlining this was not subject to survey, but to referendum with a 33% turnout to vote.  


The Town Council has approached the Moulsoe development from the viewpoint that we can have almost no impact on whether this development goes ahead or not.  This will be a central government decision based on whether they offer Milton Keynes Council the funding or not.  If they don’t there will still be 1475 homes built on the site, with no extra funding for infrastructure, and certainly no new bridge across the M1.  It is our contention that our energies are best spent ensuring Newport Pagnell gets the best out of the development if it goes ahead, rather than trying to fight a battle we have no control over.  

 

With respect to surveys, we issue these to every household, and put them out through social media.  It is up to individuals to choose to respond or not.  

Q.9
What is the Town Council going to do to become a dementia friendly town?
A.9
This meeting is the start of that conversation.  It is hoped that actions will flow from this.  Hazel Reynolds, the town’s dementia champion, explained the work that was already going on with respect to carers and the Memory Club for dementia sufferers.  
 
Q.10
What has happened with the historical buildings on the old Aston Martin Site?  Is Aston Martin still taking these on. 
A.10
 As far as the Town Council knows this is still the case.  We will chase up the matter. 
Q.11
Was the Town Council advised about what is happening with Thames Valley Police?  
A.11
No, we have not been formally advised.  We have heard that there is to be a police presence at the Fire Station in Newport Pagnell.  The police will be based centrally at Blakelands. 
Q.12
The thing that is going to affect everyone is the new developments.  MKC is getting more powerful.  Why did we accept so many new houses on Tickford Fields? 
A.12
Because the new housing would come anyway, just in a separate development, and there would be no linked up plan for the infrastructure either within or outside the site.  
Q.13
There is a massive Dementia Strategy in Cambridgeshire.  Why is there none here?
 

A.13
The Town Council will raise this matter with Milton Keynes Council, but will also focus on making Newport Pagnell a dementia friendly town. Dr Jane Youell is the independent chair of the MKC dementia partner board.  
Q14.
The dementia presentation was a rushed, very short item. What exactly are we going to do?  

Q15.
We will address the matter with our local retailers, hold local dementia workshops and see that our own services such as Middleton Pool become dementia friendly.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.13 pm, and the Mayor invited residents to partake of 
refreshments. 
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