NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL4

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Committee held on 16th January 2020 at 1 pm at the Town Council Offices,
80 High Street, Newport Pagnell.  

Present:	Councillors Euan Henderson (Vice Chair) Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor (Chair)   

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
	Chris Frogett – Steve Wells Associates (for part of the meeting)
			 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JAN/2020: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Egan and Hornblow. 

ITEM 2.  BD/JAN/ 2020:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Henderson, Kitchen and Urwin declared an interest in Item 7.2 as directors of Ousebank House.      

ITEM 3.  BD/JAN/ 2020:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  BD/JAN/2020: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 
2019 as a correct record of the meeting.

Prop:	DK 	Sec: PW

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 

ITEM 5.  BD/JAN/2020:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 

5.1	WRSG site.   Steve Wells Associates have concluded their discussions with NPTFC and will be providing the Town Council with a full plan for the site at the beginning of February 2020. Chris Frogett will also cover possible funding opportunities from sports bodies in his proposals.   NPTFC have been advised that their proposals are subject to final review by the Town Council, as they are at this stage biased in favour of the football club, and there are other users on site. The main issue of difference is likely to be the placement of the new changing facilities as the football club would like this integrated into their facilities, but this may not suit other users, such as the tennis club.   

5.2	Bowls Club  
	Chris Frogett of Steve Wells Associates provided the Town Council with a preliminary costing estimate of the costs of a new bowls club (including an indoor rink facility) combined with a new community facility.  These costs are estimates only, and failure to bring utilities right to the edge of the site will compromise these figures in an extremely significant way. Essentially, providing the indoor rinks as a ‘cold construction’ without insulation and heating, the project is achievable within the agreed s106 figures.  Should a ‘warm construction’ be required for the bowling lanes, then a further £600,000 is likely to be required.   One way to reduce the costs would be to offer just 4 indoor lanes instead of 6.  This may result in a heated indoor bowling facility being affordable. Chris was thanked for the work he had done for the Council for free on this topic.   

Resolved to discuss the matter with the Bowls Club, sharing information on the costings. 

Prop: PW	Sec: EH

Action: The Town Clerk to set up a meeting with the Bowls Club.  
      

ITEM 6.   BD/JAN/2020: BURY COMMON 

Objective: To monitor Milton Keynes Council’s efforts to achieve all aspects of the Bury Common management plan.  

The Breedon gravel path is being constructed in February 2020. The clerk has, however, failed to make contact with Peter Beer of MKC regarding works needed to meet the requirements of the Management Plan for the Common.  

Resolved that the Town Clerk elevate the matter to Stuart Proffitt, of MKC.    

Prop: PW	Sec: EH

Action: The Town Clerk to send Stuart Proffitt an email about this matter. 




ITEM 7.   BD/JAN/2020:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligations Officer. 

7.1	The committee received the s106 report. 

7.2	An application for the s106 Voluntary Group Funding was made by the directors of the Ousebank House CIC.   Cllrs Henderson, Kitchen and Urwin left the room whilst this application was discussed. 

	Resolved to support this application for use of the s106 Voluntary Group Funds. 
	
	Prop: PW	Sec: JS  

	Action: The clerk to work with Cllr Kitchen on making a joint application for these funds to produce enhanced surveys and legal services for the project of turning Ousebank House into a viable community building by leasing it to Ousebank House CIC to provide accommodation and services within the Town.  

		
8.	s106 funding and Parks and Play Areas Strategy	 

8.1	Skate Park Refurbishment 

	The committee received advice from a skateboard user that the facility was in good condition, and very appropriate for skilled skateboarders. Rather than spend funds on doing up the park, he suggested instead floodlights for the site, to be able to put on evening events to encourage skateboarding at the site.  Skatejam is a successful format for events, which includes skateboarding and dancing.   
 
	Action:  Chris Frogett to consider the cost of floodlights for this facility in his WRSG strategy.  

	It was noted that the proposal for a cycle track at Hornbeam Park would cover the requirements of junior cyclists and scooter riders.  

8.2	Councillors received information on residents’ responses to the letters outlining the plan for the Hornbeam and Flora Thompson Play Areas. 

	There was only one negative response about turning the Hornbeam Play Area into a cycle park, and one response about the Flora Thompson site, which was a request that the footpath be improved as part of the site works.   The contractors have completed part of these works, but some old and damaged wetpour remains on the Flora Thompson site to be removed.  

	
8.3	The Committee were notified about a meeting with Steve Taylor of Bike Track.com regarding the installation of a ‘learn to cycle’ facility as well as two bike tracks of varying difficulties on the Hornbeam site.   The site is suitable for this project, and would make an excellent cycle fun park to encourage more people to cycle. A costed proposal is expected at the end of January. It will be necessary to show evidence of need for the application to British Cycling funding. 
			
		Resolved to approve drawing down approximately £70,000 for this project from s106 funding that is currently available for play areas and making an application to British Cycling for match funding for this project.    

	Prop: EH	Sec: RP

	Action: The Town Clerk.

8.4	The committee considered various costed items for the improvement of Riverside Meadows Play Area.

		Resolved to approve drawing down s106 funds for this project to procure from Wicksteed the following new items of play and for them to undertake the following works on site:  

	RIVERSIDE MEADOW POSSIBLE COSTS 
	APPROXIMATE COST
	

	Allowance excess works 
	£600.00
	

	Dig out and remove tunnel and mound
	£1,200.00
	

	Uplift and dispose of grass mats 
	£525.00
	

	Dig out and reinstall small dish roundabout
	£800.00
	

	Uplift and dispose of grass mats from dish area
	£262.50
	

	Allowance to clean pick up sticks unit
	£200.00
	

	Allowance to lay 106 lin meters of pcc edgings
	£2,650.00
	

	Supply snake hopscotch
	£345.00
	

	Excavate within kerbs and lay compact MOT to form wetpour basis
	£21,300.00
	

	Junior comet roundabout to replace tunnel and mound
	£2,195.00
	

	Installation charges
	£522.00
	

	Wetpour
	£1,672.00
	

	Glowworm see-saw for children 3-8
	£1,593.00
	

	Installation charges
	£478.00
	

	Wetpour 
	£1,216.00
	

	Sit-in spring mobile Jumbo
	£964.00
	

	Installation charges
	£271.00
	

	Wetpour
	£646.00
	

	Additional play area wetpour 
	£12,620.00
	

	Cableway 20 m steel (no ramp) 
	£5,350.00
	

	Installation charges
	£2,310.00
	

	Safety Grass 
	£576.00
	

	installation charges
	£464.00
	

	High rubber stepping post
	£516.00
	

	installation charges
	£444.00
	

	Safety Grass 
	£144.00
	

	Installation charges
	£116.00
	

	Mounds at each end of cableway using spoil from other works
	£1,500.00
	

	Buckaneer Towers
	£16,415.00
	

	installation charges
	£2,609.00
	

	Grass preparation & grass matt
	£16,000.00
	

	Pair of talking mobile phone
	£495.00
	

	Installation charges
	£480.00
	

	Flying bat cog spinner education play panel
	£881.00
	

	Instillation charges
	£110.00
	

	Sands of time rotating panel 
	£785.00
	

	installation charges
	£110.00
	

	Allowance for soil and seed
	£580.00
	

	Site storage
	£500.00
	

	Welfare facilities
	£350.00
	

	Post installation inspection 
	£613.00
	

	Carriage
	£3,673.00
	

	TOTAL 
	£105,080.50
	

	Discount – to be negotiated. 
	
	

	
	
	


	Prop:	PW	Sec: RP

[bookmark: _GoBack]	It was noted that no costs had as yet been obtained for a 3-phase electrical provision or a water standpipe on site. It would be necessary to obtain quotes from Anglian Water and Western Power Distribution for permanent installations if these utilities companies were willing to provide these.  

	
ITEM 9.   BD/JAN/2020:  TOWN CENTRE
 
9.1	An email was received from Cllr Urwin regarding various properties on the High Street.  It was agreed that the High Street occupancy is something that should be picked up by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan V3 which will concentrate on the High Street. 

9.2	The committee received two quotations from retail consultants to undertake two distinct sets of work for the Town Council: 
a) To provide a basis for a debate with the developer of the District Centre at the MK East Development
b) To inform the Neighbourhood Plan V3.

	It was noted that there is approximately £17,000 of s106 funding available for this purpose.  

	It was agreed to defer this discussion to the next meeting, when there may be more light on the possible Moulsoe Development. 

ITEM 10.   BD/JAN/2020: APPRENTICESHIP LEVY  

It was noted that the PAF committee has approved the engagement of a financial apprentice, and that the approved budget includes funds for the salary of such an apprentice.  The clerk has met with the apprenticeship levy team at MKC who agree to fund the training of the apprentice and has appointed Babbington MK as the provider of training for the Accounting Technician apprenticeship.  She has also commenced advertising for the post. 


ITEM 11.   BD/JAN/2020: LAND AT CALDECOTTE STREET

The committee received an update on the land at Caldecotte Street, on which a planning application was recently refused.  There are some permitted development rights on the site, allowing it to remain fenced off. 

Action: Cllr Winsor is investigating these rights.
  

ITEM 12.   BD/JAN/2020:  FINANCE AND BUDGET

There were no issues with the November 2019 financial report.


ITEM 13.   BD/JAN/2020: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

Resolved that the usual items would appear on the next agenda.  

Prop: PW

There being no further business the meeting ended at 2.30 pm. 

The date of the next meeting is 12th March.   
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