NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee meeting (including Overview and Scrutiny) held on Monday 27th July 2020 at 8 pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom. 

Present:	Councillors Binta Bah-Pokawa (for part of the meeting), Paul Day, Diane Kitchen, Roger Hornblow (Chair),Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor (Vice Chairman)  

Attending:	 Shar Roselman – Town Clerk
		 Lesley Donovan – RFO 
		 Cllr Ian Carman – in attendance 
			           				 	
ITEM 1.  P&F/JULY/2020: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Gage for the meeting. 
ITEM 2.  P&F/JULY/2020:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no interests declared.    

ITEM 3.  P&F/JULY/2020:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public and no members of the public attended the meeting. 

ITEM 4.  P&F/JULY/2020:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 29th June 2020 as a true record of the meeting.

Prop: PW	Sec: ML
	.    
ITEM 5.  P&F/JULY/2020: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET

5.1	Variance report

The committee received the variance report from the RFO for June 2020 and was content that there were no concerns. The RFO reported that the June VAT return had been completed, and that the accounts had now been sent to the External Auditor. 

5.2	Income and expenditure statements and payment schedules 

The May and June 2020 income and expenditure statements were received and accepted into the minutes and the payment schedules were agreed. Cllr Hornblow had reviewed the accounts and bank reconciliations  up to June, and stated that he had no issued to report to the committee.  


Resolved to approve Cllr Hornblow electronically checking the payment schedules, accounts, petty cash and bank reconciliations for August 2020 as these become available.  

Prop: PW	Sec: PD

ITEM 6.  P&F/JULY/2020: MAJOR FINANCIAL CONCERN AND AREA OF RISK   

The Committee resolved that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Exclusion of the public in accordance with section1(2) and by reason of the confidential nature of the business, the public and press would be excluded from the following agenda items for the reason(s) of them relating to an individual/s sensitive information, or because they include information on confidential negotiations.

Prop: PD	Sec: ML 
[bookmark: _Hlk46823319]
6.1	The Committee received an update from the Leisure Services Working Group on negotiations. 

	Resolved to report to Full Council the negotiated agreement with Places Leisure.     
	
Prop: RH	Sec: PD 

6.2	 Resolved that, as soon as the questions on the Loss of Income Fund and the £25,000 grant funding opportunity are addressed, a press release should be issued, pointing out the facts of the matter, and being highly transparent about the exact costs to this Council and to residents.    

	Prop: PW	Sec: PD

	
The meeting was opened again to the public.  

	
ITEM 7.  P&F/JULY/2020: POLICY 

7.1.	Admission to Public Meetings Policy

The committee reviewed the Admission to Public Meetings Policy and agreed that the clerk should adjust this to reflect the current Covid-19 restrictions on holding Public Meetings.  

7.2	Code of Corporate Governance   

	Resolved to make no amendments to this policy. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW

7.3	Gift and Hospitality Policy 

Resolved to amend this policy by removing reference to ex- Councillors receiving a badge (at a particular event) as this may not be possible for various circumstances.

Prop: PD	Sec: ML 

Action: The clerk to send this policy to all newly co-opted Councillors.  

 
ITEM 8.   P&F/JULY/2020: OFFICER LED DECISIONS 

The report on Officer Led Decisions for May and June 2020 was received and noted. 


ITEM 9.   P&F/JULY/2020: INSURANCE

The clerk advised that the claim on insurance for some fencing that blew down during a storm has now been paid by the Council’s Insurance Company, although there was some difficulty in achieving this relating to conditions which apply to an all-risks policy.   


ITEM 10.   P&F/JULY/2020: HORNBEAM PARK – BRITISH CYCLING BID

The bid for funding has been rejected by British Cycling, and the Town Clerk is
submitting an appeal.    


ITEM 11.   P&F/JULY/2020: VISION AND OBJECTIVES 

The committee examined action being taken against the following objectives:

11.1   Help the council through its committees to deliver a dementia friendly town.	Status:  It is difficult at this time to take action on this objective.  

11.2	Help the council to align the objectives of committees with the new council vision.   Status: A report on the new committee objectives set for this Council year was received.  No issues with these objectives were raised.   
	
11.3	Manage the final implementation of the IT restructuring project, which includes the provision of a new website that is fully accessible.  Status: The new website is now due to become operational week commencing 24th August, owing to delays caused by integration of the Stripe Payment Programme and the need for further staff training on the Word Press system.  A new office mobile phone  (non-SMART) will need to be ordered for this purpose.  The Stripe Payment option was the only one able to suitably integrate with the newly designed electronic bookings component of the website. 

11.4	Manage the recovery of the Council’s financial status, including forthcoming negotiations with Places Leisure, owing to large losses that have been or will be incurred because of Covid-19.  Status:  See item 6 above. 





 ITEM 12.   P&F/JULY/2020: IT CONNECTIVELY FOR METHODIST CHURCH

The Methodist Church has made a request to loop into the Council’s broadband connection at their cost.  

Resolved not to support this request, as it would limit the broadband capacity available to the Town Council, and would affect the requirements needed for the new signage being erected on the Public Toilets. 

Prop: PD	Sec: ML


ITEM 13.   P&F/JULY/2020: LOCAL ELECTRICITY BILL 

Resolved to approve writing to Ben Everitt, MP, Milton Keynes north, to request his support for the Local Electricity Bill.   

Prop PW	Sec: PD


There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 8.55 pm.
The date of the next meeting is 28th September 2020.   

	




7
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  	   Date  	
