NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
 Minutes of a meeting of the Public Relations and Events Committee of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 12th February 2020 at 8.00pm at the Town Council Offices, 80 High Street.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Philip Gage, Mark Lombardo (Chair)  Richard Pearson, George Purkiss and Steve Urwin (Vice Chair)  
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:   Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
	          Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
		Sam Miller (Newport Pagnell Carnival)
		Sarah Brandon (Newport Pagnell Carnival) 
	 	          		          		       		 	          
ITEM 1.  PR&E/FEB/2020:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Wendy Egan for this meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	 
ITEM 2.  PR&E/FEB/2020:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  PR&E/FEB/2020:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Sam Miller asked whether Riverside Meadows would remain free of charge to the NP Carnival under the new Parks Policy.  It was agreed that it would be FOC to local events organisations.  She also enquired whether the Carnival needed to pay for a stall, or could simply book a mobile device at the Vintage Event. 

Resolved that it would be acceptable for the Carnival to book a mobile device on a stand-alone basis without booking a stall at the Vintage Event. 

Prop: ML	Sec: RP   

Finally she raised a question about restrictions on using live animals.  The clerk explained that as long as their use was fully detailed on the risk assessment the organisation completed, it should not pose any problem, as the Carnival’s use was likely to be for events such as sheep dog herding, rather than circus animals.   

ITEM 4.  PR&E/FEB/2020:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2020.   

Prop:DK  Sec: GP

ITEM 5.  PR&E/FEB/2020:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:  Sam Miller reported that entertainment for the arena was now being finalised.  She confirmed that the 5 k run was still attracting a lot of attention.  The group was busy fund-raising at the moment.  She advised that there was little the organisation could do to prohibit the spraying of water guns at the crowd.  Floats were restricted to one gun per person, with no refilling stops. She would remind all floats about this restriction.     
Strawberry Fayre: There was no report at at this time.
Soapbox Derby:  Cllr Lombardo reported that the Soapbox Derby was seeking funding from the Middleton Gift for a new PA system.  There had been some positive corporate responses regarding the entry of business soapboxes in the competition.   
Fireworks Event: There was no report on this other than that the above mentioned PA system would also be used for the Fireworks Event.   
Horticultural Show: No information was received on this. 
Christmas Lights:  Questions were raised about the timing of the erection of flags, which should not be up during the winter months.   The Christmas Lights committee needs to urgently let the Town Council know what its requirements are for new flags and new flagpoles.   Funding will run out at the end of March 2020.  

ITEM 6.  PR&E/FEB/2020: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

There were no events to review..           	 

6.2	Vintage Event 2020 

6.2.1	Feedback on the costs of temporary staff was received.   

	Further resolved that the proposed number of temporary staff be engaged for the event.  

	Prop: DK	Sec: ML

6.2.2	 The committee reviewed two quotes for erecting electronic signage on both sides of the public toilets to advertise this event, as well as a number of other events in the town, public consultations and general council information. Planning permission will be required for this.  

	Resolved to approve requesting the release of earmarked funds from the Policy and Finance Committee for two electronic signs to be erected on the public toilets.  
   	 
	Prop: DK	Sec: RP

6.2.3	It was noted that there were 18 standard stalls and 3 food stalls booked at this event.  8 crafters has booked a table in the Craft Hall, which is new to the event this year.   12 retailers had said that they were interested participating in the new retailer competition.

6.2.4 	The schedule of events and entertainment and displays booked were agreed. 
	

6.3	Annual Town Meeting 

	Councillors noted that none of the suggested speakers had been available, apart from Mr Hall who would be speaking about the refurbishments at the Baptist Church and Cllr Day.  There was a possibility of William Cowley Parchments giving a presentation, but this could not be confirmed until very much closer to the event.  Sam Miller suggested a joint presentation by the Chrismas Lights and Carnival Committees as this was their 60th anniversary of putting on these events. 

	Resolved to agree to the above joint presentation. 

	Prop: ML	Sec: GP

Action: Cllr Kitchen to liaise with Sam Miller about this. 
  
ITEM 7.  PR&E/FEB/2020: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The committee considered the accounts and variance report and raised no issues.  

ITEM 8.  PR&E/FEB/2020:   VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The committee considered its objectives and results achieved as below.  

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council.  Status:  Date for Grand Opening of Park confirmed as 1st April at 3.30 pm owing to availability of the Great Gappo.’ The mayor of Milton Keynes will be in attendance.   

Resolved to pay for printing of invitations to the Grand Opening and distribution to all homes east of the Iron Bridge and Riverside Meadow. Also resolved to attempt to get invitations sent to all children at the Tickford Park School.   

Prop: 	ML	Sec: DK

Objective 2:  To plan another major event for the Town in 2020, and to successfully conclude the 2019 event. Status:  2019 event successfully concluded. 2020 event in planning stages.  

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting after the Autumn Edition of Town Talk had been distributed, which will advertise the surgeries. Status:  There had been very low attendance at the second surgery.  

It was agreed to limit surgeries to 1 hr, and to call them drop-in sessions.   However, no agreement on a suitable venue could be reached, and there were issues with GDPR and delegation principles in relation to form completion.  It was felt by some members that instead of expecting people to attend sessions, it was better for Councillors to go to where the people were.  This item will be reviewed at the next meeting and thereafter go to Full Council.   

Objective 4: To set up a working group along with members of the Policy and Finance Committee to work with the clerk on determining the scope for the major IT systems renewal that must take place in 2020. Status: Most of the necessary IT changes have been made to email hosting, server provision, real time reporting on VAT and updating of software.  The clerk has evaluated the new Website Tender bids, and will be presenting this evaluation to the PAF committee at the end of February. After that only VOIP telephony remains as a communications issue to be addressed, and the extent to which fibre cabling is laid by City Fibre will have a bearing on the final provider. 

ITEM 9.  PR&E/FEB/2020: TOWN TALK

Resolved to approve the Spring Edition of Town Talk. 

Prop: RP	Sec: ML 

ITEM 10.  PR&E/FEB/2020: TACKLING LONELINESS

Cllr Kitchen advised that she was hoping to take forward the concept of ‘Meet up Mondays’ at Ousebank House.  Age UK had completed a survey that demonstrated that loneliness and isolation were major concerns for the elderly.  The Royal British Legion is also interested in tackling loneliness, as is the NP Medical Centre.   

ITEM 11.  PR&E/FEB/2020: PRESS RELEASES

Resolved to approve a press release on the Annual Town Meeting. 

Prop: ML	Sec: DK 

ITEM 12.  PR&E/FEB/2020:  DOMAIN NAME AND BUSINES CARDS

Resolved to defer this item to the next agenda. 

Prop: ML	Sec: GP
  
ITEM 13.  PR&E/FEB/2020: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

· Councillor drop-in sessions
· Domain Name and Business Cards. 
		
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.13 pm. The date of the next meeting is 11th March 2020.   
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Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
