NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 18 March 2020 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell


Present:  	Cllrs Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
			Cllr Paul Alexander (for item 5 only)
			

ITEM 2 MAR 2020/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Richard Pearson and Joan Sidebottom.

ITEM 2 MAR 2020/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Lombardo declared a personal interest in planning application 20/00336/FUL in that he knew the applicant.

ITEM 3 MAR 2020/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

ITEM 4 MAR 2020/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 19th February 2020 and 4th March 2020 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 5 MAR 2020/TP:	FUNDING FROM MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL FOR WORKS TO IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE DISABLED IN NEWPORT PAGNELL

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Alexander (PA) to the meeting to talk about the funding he has secured from Milton Keynes Council to be spent on improvements to accessibility in Newport Pagnell in 2020/21. He said that there was cross party support for a grant of £100,000 for such measures as dropped kerbs, chicane barriers, road markings, etc. PA invited members to suggest potential works in the town that would qualify as accessibility improvements. The following initial ideas were put forward by members:

· Ramp access to Riverside Meadow from the Iron Bridge – recoating of the non-slip surface
· Improving access for the disabled, pushchairs, etc, onto Bury Common where there are existing kissing gates
· Bus stop outside Tickford Arcade – moving the raised kerb to the bus stop bay
· Priory Street – there are existing dropped kerbs at the Tickford Street end but none further up at the Church View junction
· Double yellow lines required alongside existing dropped kerbs in some areas

The Chairman suggested asking MKC Highways for copies of their plans showing the existing dropped kerb locations, and also for clarification on the criteria that are considered when deciding these locations.  

It was agreed that members would give further thought to potential works that would qualify for this funding and feed this back to Cllr Alexander via the Deputy Clerk. Remaining town councillors would also be consulted and the topic would also be publicised on the NP Chit Chat group, inviting suggestions from users.

Action:  Deputy Clerk

The Chairman thanked PA for attending and PA left at 8.20pm.  

ITEM 6 MAR 2020/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
		20/00546/CLUP	Certificate of lawfulness for the proposed single storey rear extension to existing dwelling and part conversion of garage, 64 Annesley Road
		20/00336/FUL	Extend the dormer window for the main bedroom on the front of the house, 64 Linford Avenue
		20/00519/FUL	Single storey rear and first floor side extension (re-submission of planning permission 19/00798/FUL), 43 Tennyson Drive
	
	6.1.1	20/00494/FUL – Erection of 2 semi-detached dwellings, Land to the rear of 26 and 28 High Street – The Committee had no objection in principle to this application but felt strongly that the applicant should consult fully with Cadent on the issue of buildings potentially being located directly above the existing gas apparatus, as advised in Cadent’s email to MKC Planning dated 5 March 2020. 
		
		6.2	The Committee note that an appeal has been lodged against the refusal of planning application 19/03105/FUL – proposed detached dwelling rear of existing retained dwelling (resubmission of 19/01201/FUL), 162 Wolverton Road. The Committee had objected to the application on broadly the same grounds as those referred to in the MKC Decision Notice, and had no additional observations.

			Resolved not to make any additional written representations to the Planning Inspectorate but to forward them a copy of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan drawing their particular attention to Policy NP4 on Windfall Sites

	Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

	Action:  Deputy Clerk

6.3	The Committee noted that Chris Walton (MKC Senior Planner) had attended a short meeting with three TPEM members the previous week in his capacity as the Town Council’s ‘Parish Buddy’. Among the issues discussed were:

· Redrow Homes in breach of planning condition to restore historical buildings on former Aston Martin works site
· Wrestlers Garage deteriorating – enforcement action taken
· Agreement that MKC Planning will in future send the Town Council all pre-applications for 2 or more dwellings or back-garden developments, for consultation purposes
· Agreement that MKC Planning will consult with the Town Council on all s106 heads of terms

The planning department at MKC has been restructured. There is now an East and a West area. Newport Pagnell is in the East and its Team leader is Paul Keen. It there is a problem the hierarchy is as follows: the first port of call is the case officer, then the ‘Parish Buddy’ (Chris Walton), then Paul Keen and finally Jonathan Palmer (Head of Planning).

It was agreed with Chris that he would attend regular quarterly meetings at the Town Council offices to discuss any planning and enforcement matters and to provide feedback on existing cases.

	Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange future quarterly meetings with Chris Walton

ITEM 7 MAR 2020/TP:	APPLICATION FOR DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH 025

The Committee received the consultation details in respect of the proposed diversion of Newport Pagnell Footpath 025 (JD Wetherspoon premises at 18-22 St John Street) and agreed that it represented an improvement to the existing footpath.

Resolved to support the application for diversion of NP Footpath 025

Prop:	RC	Sec:  PW

ITEM 8 MAR 2020/TP:	REPORT FROM RANGER

The Committee received and noted the ranger’s report on the work completed in February.

ITEM 9 MAR 2020/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2018/19:

9.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

The Committee received and noted the minutes of a recent meeting with MKC Cllr Emily Darlington and representatives from MKC Highways and Passenger Transport, including the Head of Highways Davina Millership. Among the items discussed were the bus stop at Tickford Arcade, the Market Hill bus stop and the issues with the Nos 1 and 2 bus services.

9.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

9.2.1		The Committee received and noted the minutes of a recent meeting with MKC Cllr Emily Darlington and representatives from MKC Highways, including its Head Davina Millership. Among the items discussed were the Tickford Street road safety issues, the Queens Avenue long stay car park (flooding and CIF works) and the Riverbank/Ousebank Street bridge collisions. The Chairman stated that it had been a productive meeting but it had not been possible to discuss all the highways issues because of time limitations.

9.2.2	The Chairman reported on a productive meeting with the new local MP Ben Everitt during which the issue of the lack of noise attenuation barriers at the motorway service area (MSA) was discussed. A follow up letter has been sent to Mr Everitt’s PA explaining the issue in more detail. The Chairman added that the 3m high acoustic fencing had been increased to 4m high fencing nearer to the MSA but the fencing stopped short of the MSA itself. Mr Everitt was asked to support the Town Council’s stance in this matter.

9.2.3	The Chairman drew attention to the Speed Indicator Device SID by the river bridge on Willen Road which was not working. He asked the Deputy Clerk to contact Andy Dickinson at MKC Highways to clarify the SID maintenance provision.

	Action: Deputy Clerk

9.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

There were no environmental issues.

9.4	To oversee the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group’s efforts to progress with MKC/MKDP the masterplanning of the Tickford Fields development, and to manage a neighbourhood plan review process

The Chairman reported that outline planning application 20/00133/OUTEIS in respect of the Tickford Fields development would come before the Development Control Committee in June at the earliest. Version 2 of the NP Neighbourhood Plan is progressing, with the proposed policy modifications almost finalised. The Chairman, Town Clerk and Alan Mills have all provided valuable input into the process. A Design Study (or ‘Urban Characterisation Study’) has been undertaken and is currently being reviewed for incorporation into the updated NPNP.

9.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

9.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

See Minute 8 above.

ITEM 10 MAR 2020/TP:	NEWPORT PAGNELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

10.1	The Committee received and approved the notes of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group meeting on 5th March 2020.

10.2	See Minute 9.4 above

10.3	The Chairman gave an update on the progress of the signage public art project.  
The five remaining gateway inserts have been manufactured and should be installed w/c 23 March (weather permitting - they cannot be installed in high winds on safety grounds). The lighting will be inserted later same week.

With regard to the wayfinding signs, Maltings have commissioned a prototype piece of the information section (map frame and direction frame) for the Cannon Roundabout sign. They are having it made with two background options:

1)  Brushed stainless steel with etched information (as per material on rear of gateways)
2)  Brushed aluminium finish with direct printed information (as per insert to be moved to North Square Gateway)

These will be delivered to NPTC w/c 23 March and a material chosen for final manufacture. This should also give MKC Conservation an opportunity to agree the materials.

ITEM 11 MAR 2020/TP:	PURCHASE OF SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE (SID)

The Committee received details of the latest generation smart ‘Smiley’ SID. The previously quoted SID is no longer manufactured but the new GEN5 SID unit is lighter (6kg) and can be easily erected and dismantled by one person. The new unit also has data recording included in the package. The price is some £620 cheaper than the superseded model.

Resolved to accept the quotation from Traffic Technology Ltd (ref no: TT6888) dated 27/11/19 in the sum of £2,630.00 + VAT

Prop:	PW	Sec:  ML

ITEM 12 MAR 2020/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2019/20 Month 11 budget report.



[bookmark: _GoBack]ITEM 15 FEB 2020/TP:	ITEMS FOR PUBLICITY

There were no items for publicity


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 22nd April 2020 at 8pm at the Town Council offices, 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 1st April 2020.



7
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
