NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 21 August 2019 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	None

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
			4 members of the public

ITEM 1 AUG 2019/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Mark Lombardo

ITEM 2 AUG 2019/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 AUG 2019/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Two members of the public attended to voice their concerns about the newly submitted planning and listed building consent applications by JD Wetherspoon for the conversion of the restaurant/wine bar (A3/A4 use) to public house/restaurant (A3/A4 use) together with extensions and alterations, at 18-22 St John Street. Their main objections were:

· Massive overdevelopment of a listed building – trying to squeeze too much in
· The site is bigger than the previous submission (kitchens/toilets upstairs)
· There are 12 car parking spaces, not 6 as stated in the application 
· Public footpath being moved to pass through the pub area
· Delivery vehicles will not be able to reverse down the narrow access off St John Street without endangering pedestrians 
· Licensing hours from 07.00am – 00.30am Sun to Wed (07.00am – 01.30am Thu to Sat)
· No drinking outside after 11.30pm – does this include smoking?
· No dogs allowed in garden area – dog walkers won’t be able to use the footpath
· The 2016 parking survey used by applicant is out of date


Two members of the public attended the meeting to highlight the issue of speeding drivers on Tickford Street / London Road, which they said was a rat-run at all times of the day and night, not just at rush hour, and was a danger particularly to children and cyclists. A petition had been raised with over 200 supporters asking for the speed limit to be reduced to 20mph and Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) employed. The matter had been raised with Cllr McCall back in 2016 but nothing had been done, so the matter had now been taken up with Mark Lancaster MP. The speed limit was currently 20mph in the town centre and this should be extended into Tickford Street and London Road. Last year the police caught 75 speeding motorists in this area. Rumble strips had been employed but were placed at the Priory Street/Aston Martin end of Tickford Street whereas they were needed further along Tickford Street

ITEM 4 AUG 2019/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th July 2019 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. The minutes of the meeting held on 7th August 2019 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman after it was noted that Cllr Lombardo was not present at that meeting, having earlier given his apologies.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 5 AUG 2019/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]	
19/01520/TCA	Notification of intention to fell Holm Oak, and reduce lateral spread and remove deadwood from a Cedar, 42A Tickford Street
19/01981/FUL	Rear conservatory, 92 Greenwich Gardens
19/01909/TPO	Tree preservation order for the intention to repollard 1 x Willow tree (T1) to original pollard junctions, Bridge House, 2 Riverside
19/01933/FUL	Single storey rear and first floor side extension, 63 Flora Thompson Drive
19/01999/FUL 	Single storey front extension (resubmission of 19/01233/FUL 09/05/19), 9 Brockwell

5.1.1	19/01780/HNOT – Hedgerow notification to remove 2 x 24m sections of hedgerow, Anglian Water, Willen Road Sports Ground – The Committee noted that the hedgerows identified on the plan as requiring removal are in a different parish (Moulsoe) and are nowhere near the Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG). 

5.2	JD Wetherspoon, 18-22 St John Street – Planning application 19/01975/FUL and Listed Building Consent application 19/01976/LBC (resubmissions of applications 16/01803/FUL and 16/01804/LBC).
	
Having listened earlier to the concerns of the members of the public, the Committee had no material objections to the application. The applicant was trying to get delivery vehicles off the main road and had given assurances that smaller vehicles would be used to effect deliveries. 

Resolved to support applications 19/01975/FUL and 19/01976/LBC subject to the following conditions:
· Ensure that service vehicles using the narrow access off St John Street are able to safely enter/exit without endangering pedestrians using the public right of way
· The data in the car park survey carried out in 2016 is updated to reflect current usage

	Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

5.3	Planning Application 19/00420/FUL – Lidl Foodstore

	The Committee received and noted copies of letters from businesses and individuals objecting to the proposed retail foodstore on land at Wolverton Road, Blakelands. The Chairman commented that he understood from Great Linford Parish Council that the recommendation will be for approval of the application.

ITEM 6 AUG 2019/TP:	LICENCE APPLICATIONS

Red House Public House - Variation of Premises Licence

The Chairman confirmed that he attended the Licensing Sub-Committee hearing in respect of the retrospective application from the Red House to vary the existing premises licence to incorporate the restaurant area. The Chairman made representations to the Committee on the basis that the Public Safety licensing objective had not been met. The applicant had subsequently submitted fire risk assessments and electical test cetificates and the application was approved a week later. The Chairman’s other concern had been the absence of a Building Regulation application for the timber structure, but it has since been confirmed that a regularisation application has been submitted to Building Control.
	
ITEM 7 AUG 2019/TP:	REPORT FROM RANGER

The Committee received the ranger’s report on the work completed in July, and made a point of congratulating him for the standard of his work  

ITEM 8 AUG 2019/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2018/19:

8.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

8.1.1	MKC recently visited the bus stop outside Tickford Arcade and had reported that, in order to meet legislation, the bus stop could not be moved closer to the junction. The existing white zig-zag lines approaching the pedestrian crossing mean that no vehicles can park there. The Committee agreed that MKC had missed the point and that the bus stop should be moved to where the raised kerb/tactile paving was already in place. 

	Resolved to formally request that the bus stop outside Tickford Arcade is relocated further up St John Street where there are already raised kerbs/tactile paving, and the vacated area marked Bus Stop converted into two vehicle parking spaces

Prop:	PD	Sec:  PW

Action: Deputy Clerk

8.1.2	MKC Public Transport have sent an order to MKC Highways to add some hatching lines on the approach to the Market Hill roundabout, to make it clear that there is no longer any parking in the two bays that were removed to allow buses to turn.  Parking enforcers have been asked to prioritise the area and will provide feedback to MKC.					

8.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

8.2.1	The Chairman noted that there had been no progress in clearing the overhanging vegetation obscuring the speed camera in Wolverton Road. MKC Road Safety were asking for a photograph so that they could forward it to MKC Landscaping to take the necessary action.

Action: Deputy Clerk to take photograph and forward to MKC (David Frost)

8.2.2	Cllr Clarke drew attention to the continuing problem of vehicles parking on the redways/footways in Tickford Street and causing damage to the tarmac surface and kerbs/edgings.

Action: Deputy Clerk to report to MKC for enforcement

8.2.3	Marlow Drive / Collins Walk – MKC Highways have stated that they have not received any requests from Emergency Services for lockable bollards to be installed – they maintain that the issue is about parking of vehicles in the turning head, in which case it may be possible to introduce ‘no waiting’ restrictions which would prevent motorists from parking at this location.  

Action: Deputy Clerk to complete request form to MKC for ‘no waiting’ restrictions

8.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

Cllr Day said he had been informed by a member of the public that someone from the Cappadocia restaurant had been seen pouring what looked like cooking oil down a drain in Silver Street. MKC had quickly responded to the Town Council’s request to investigate and had been told by a representative of the restaurant that they have a waste oil container in the adjacent passageway which is picked up about every other week. The spill apparently happened during a delivery when one of the containers split while been transported. The restaurant agreed to clear the oil off the road with hot water and detergent.

8.4	To oversee the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group’s efforts to progress with MKC/MKDP the masterplanning of the Tickford Fields development, and to manage a neighbourhood plan review process

The Chairman reported that there had been no further progress on the outline planning application for the Tickford Fields development site. The Town Council had now received from MKDP copies of eight draft technical reports to accompany the application, including the Transport Assessment, and these were being examined (see minute 9.2 below). Negotiations in respect of the s106 Heads of Terms were coming to a conclusion with now only a few issues on which the parties had not reached agreement. With regard to the review of the existing Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan, a further meeting with the planning consultant was scheduled for 5th September.

8.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

The Chairman reported on a meeting he had attended recently with Tracey Darke, MKC Director - Growth Economy & Culture, to discuss the draft SPD on S106/CIL, the original wording of which was such that key issues were not given sufficient weight. The meeting had been open and forthright and MKC were asked by ward members to amend the document accordingly. The second draft of the SPD is awaited.

8.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

See Minute 7 above.

ITEM 9 AUG 2019/TP:	NEWPORT PAGNELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

9.1	The Chairman gave an update on progress (see minute 8.4 above).

9.2	The Committee received copies of the draft technical reports supplied by MKDP and the draft responses thereto.

	Resolved to approve the draft responses to the following technical reports associated with the outline planning application for the Tickford Fields development site:

1. Draft Indicative Master Plan	
2. Transport Assessment
3. Travel Plan
4. Design & Access Statement
5. Environmental Statement
6. Planning Statement
7. Flood Risk Assessment
8. Utilities Statement

	Prop:	PW	Sec:  RP

	Action: Deputy Clerk to make formal response to MKDP

9.3	The Chairman gave an update on progress of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan review. The next meeting with the planning consultant to discuss the review was 5th September.

9.4	The Chairman gave an update on progress of the wayfinding public art project. The next NPIG meeting to discuss the project was scheduled for 5th September.

ITEM 10 AUG 2019/TP:	MILTON KEYNES EAST DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT 

The Committee received from Milton Keynes Council details of the MK East Development Framework SPD consultation. The SPD will guide future applications for development within the Milton Keynes East Strategic Urban Extension which has been allocated in Plan:MK 2016-2031. The allocation covers approximately 440 hectares of land encompassed by the M1 to the west, the A422/A509 to the north, and Moulsoe and the wider rural area to the east. The SPD will support policies in Plan:MK and will be considered a material consideration in the determination of planning applications submitted to MKC. It was noted that the SPD had earlier been called in as there was an anomaly in the original document but this had now been corrected. The Committee agreed that the SPD was principally sound and manages to retain the identity of Newport Pagnell.

Resolved to support the introduction of the Milton Keynes East Development Framework SPD

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 11 AUG 2019/TP:	PARKING ISSUES ON LITTLE LINFORD LANE 

The Committee received a copy of a report following the informal consultation recently carried out by MKC on their proposal to amend the parking arrangements and extend the ‘no waiting at any time’ restrictions on Little Linford Lane and to introduce additional ‘no waiting at any time’ restrictions in Pennycress Way.

Resolved to support the recommendations contained in Milton Keynes Council’s Informal Consultation Report on the proposed amendments to parking and waiting restrictions on Little Linford Lane and Pennycress Way, Newport Pagnell

Prop:	PW	Sec:  JS

ITEM 12 AUG 2019/TP:	ACOUSTIC FENCING AT M1 SERVICES AREA

The Chairman reported that MKC Environmental Health, having last month undertaken some attended monitoring in the rear garden of a property in Worcester Close, had planned to undertake further unattended long term noise measurements but were thwarted by adverse weather conditions and M1 motorway closures. The Chairman asked the Deputy Clerk to contact Highways England to ascertain the trigger point in terms of decibels that determines the need for acoustic fencing on motorways to be upgraded.

Action: Deputy Clerk to contact Vanessa Adu, Community Relations Manager M1

ITEM 13 AUG 2019/TP:	TWO WRESTLERS GARAGE, TICKFORD STREET

The Deputy Clerk updated the Committee on the latest situation. MKC Conservation have confirmed that remedial works on the building have commenced and that these works will be checked to ensure they are to an acceptable standard and scope. The Committee had reservations as to whether work had actually started as no scaffolding had yet been erected.

ITEM 14 AUG 2019/TP:	COMMUNITY TRANSPORT MILTON KEYNES

In the absence of Cllr Lombardo this item was deferred. 

ITEM 15 AUG 2019/TP:	MILTON KEYNES CAR CRUISE CONSULTATION

Milton Keynes Council is consulting on whether it should implement a borough-wide Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) to tackle the anti-social use of vehicles associated with car cruising. MKC and Thames Valley Police (TVP) say they have worked hard to disrupt the dangerous driving and anti-social behaviour (ASB) demonstrated by some of the attendees at car cruise events. The consultation aims to obtain feedback as to whether a borough-wide PSPO should be implemented to tackle the anti-social use of vehicles associated with car cruising. The Committee agreed that the problem had existed in Milton Keynes for some 15 years and that TVP had been trying hard to control the ASB. 

Resolved to support the introduction of a PSPO to address the anti-social use of vehicles associated with car cruising in Milton Keynes

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RW

ITEM 16 AUG 2019/TP:	SPEED LIMITS ON TICKFORD STREET/LONDON ROAD

Having listened earlier to the concerns of the members of the public, the Committee agreed that the 30mph speed limit on Tickford Street and London Road should be reduced to 20mph. It was further agreed that other methods of deterring speeding along those roads, for example SIDs, additional signage, white lines, rumble strips, etc, should be explored.

Action:	Deputy Clerk to arrange site meeting with MKC Road Safety and MKC Highway to discuss ways of reducing drivers’ speeds along Tickford Street / London Road and the costs of such methods

ITEM 17 AUG 2019/TP:	DOG FOULING CONSULTATION

The Committee received details from Milton Keynes Council Environmental Crime Unit regarding a consultation on the proposed introduction of a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) with respect to dog fouling, covering all land within the borough of Milton Keynes.

Resolved to support the introduction of a Public Space Protection Order with respect to dog fouling in the borough

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 18 AUG 2019/TP:	MURATI’S

Cllr Lombardo had drawn attention in an email to the proprietors’ failure to use their dedicated bin store and were instead leaving their bins on the adjacent Silver Street car park, causing an obstruction. Cllr Sidebottom said she would visit and inspect the problem.

Action: Deputy Clerk to report to MKC

ITEM 19 AUG 2019/TP:	CONVENIENCE STORE AT 38-43 TICKFORD STREET

Cllr Clarke drew attention to the windows at the convenience store in Tickford Street which had been boarded over and advertising pictures stuck to the boards. He produced photographs showing the front of the store and queried whether this was acceptable on a listed building.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: Cllr Clarke to forward photographs to the Deputy Clerk who in turn will report the matter to MKC Conservation

ITEM 20 AUG 2019/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2019/20 Month 4 budget report

ITEM 21 AUG 2019/TP:	ITEMS FOR PUBLICITY

There were no items for publicity


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.27pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is Wednesday 18th September 2019 at 8pm at the Town Council offices, 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 4th September 2019.



6
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
