NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 23 October 2019 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	None

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)


ITEM 1 OCT 2019/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Roger Clarke and Joan Sidebottom

ITEM 2 OCT 2019/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 OCT 2019/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public

ITEM 4 OCT 2019/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 18th September 2019 and 2nd October 2019 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 5 OCT 2019/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
19/02412/FUL	Proposed garage conversion (retrospective), 2 Ranelagh Gardens
19/02437/FUL	Single storey side extension, 8 Shelley Close
19/02491/FUL	Proposed entrance/infill extension and car port, 7 Severn Drive
19/02499/FUL	Proposed two storey front extension, 3B Castle Meadow Close
19/02506/LBC	Listed building consent for repairs following fire, 17 High Street
19/02520/FUL	Single storey rear extension, 63 Flora Thompson Drive
19/02521/FUL	First floor side extension, 63 Flora Thompson Drive
19/02575/FUL	Proposed part single storey, part two storey extension. Single storey size increase from previous approval 17/00089/FUL. Elevational treatment altered to two storey element, 5 Keynes Close	
19/02600/FUL	Replacement of conservatory with orangery. Conversion of garage to living space. Extension of garage to link with orangery and create new study, 84 Wolverton Road

5.1.1	19/02594/FUL – Demolition of double garage and construction of a single garage attached to No.5 and construction of a detached dwelling with parking for 2 cars on site, 5 Bramley Meadows – The Committee objected to this application on the following grounds:

· Contrary to the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan Policy NP4
· Design and mass is out of keeping with neighbouring properties and would adversely affect the streetscene
· The dwelling has been ‘shoehorned’ into the site

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination

5.2	19/02402/FUL - Full planning application for the erection of two storage and distribution units (use class B8), with associated access, car parking, servicing, landscaping, earthworks, on and off-site drainage and off-site highway works, Land at Caldecote Farm, East of the M1 Motorway Adjacent to Willen Road
	
	The Committee received details of this planning application, relating to a proposed development in the neighbouring parish of Moulsoe, and agreed to object on the following grounds: 

· Premature to the securing of a government HIF bid
· Premature and prejudicial to the outcome and adoption of MK East Strategic Urban Extension Development Framework SPD 
· Contrary to Plan MK Policies SD9, SD10, SD12 & INF1
· There is a proposed redway along Willen Road but with an at-grade traffic light controlled (toucan) crossing of the A422 which would be less safe and would interrupt the flow of traffic on the busy A422. A bridge or underpass must be provided here as part of a comprehensive development
· 24-hour operation so noise and artificial lighting ‘spill’ will be a potential nuisance to residents
· Beeping from reversing lorries and fork lift trucks, particularly at night will be a potential nuisance to residents
· Lack of a detailed landscape plan

	Resolved to object to this application on the basis of the above
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5.3	Outstanding Planning Enforcement Issues 

5.3.1	The Red House 

The owners have appealed the enforcement notice served on them by MKC Planning Enforcement therefore nothing further will happen until the Planning Inspectorate have determined the appeal. 

5.3.2	6-10 Caldecotte Street

Timber hoardings and PVC screens have erected on site without planning permission but the owners are likely to appeal this.

5.3.3	Kingsley Close 

MKC Enforcement have informed the property owners that they will require retrospective planning permission for the timber double garage. 

5.3.4	Kipling Drive 

MKC Enforcement have informed the property owners that they will require retrospective planning permission for the garage that has been converted into a habitable room.

ITEM 6 OCT 2019/TP:	REPORT FROM RANGER

The Committee received and noted the ranger’s report on the work completed in September. The Chairman commented that he would like to see more work done on cutting back vegetation overhanging thoroughfares and obscuring traffic signs.

ITEM 7 OCT 2019/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2018/19:

7.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

Cllr Lombardo asked if there had been any contact from the new chair of the Milton Keynes Bus Users Group, Rebecca Kurth. Alan Francis (New Bradwell PC) had passed Cllr Lombardo’s name onto Rebecca but the Deputy Clerk confirmed that he had received no communication from her or indeed anyone from MKBUG.

Action: Deputy Clerk to chase Rebecca Kurth

7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

7.2.1	No progress has yet been made on the cutting back of the vegetation obscuring the speed camera in Wolverton Road. Photographs have been sent to MKC Road Safety and Thames Valley Police are aware of the problem. The Chairman pointed out that the two trees in question are both on private property and suggested that letters are sent to the two residents asking them to cut back the offending boughs.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to write to the two residents concerned

	There was also a discussion on the actual ownership of the speed camera itself. The camera was replaced fairly recently and TVP get the income from the fines collected. TVP should therefore be concerned that the effectiveness of the camera is being compromised by the overhanging trees.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to write to Sgt Lucy Boddington at TVP

7.2.2	The Deputy Clerk reported that he had been advised this week by MKC Road Safety that the issue of drivers’ excessive speeds along Tickford Street and London Road had been referred to senior officers at MKC, including Luciana Smart, Davina Millership and cabinet member Emily Darlington. The Committee agreed that a meeting with the senior officers would be helpful in progressing this matter.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to arrange meeting with MKC Highways senior officer(s)

7.2.3	The Chairman had been in correspondence with Highways England about environmental issues arising from the excessive cutting back of vegetation on the motorway embankments.

7.2.4	The Committee received the draft of a leaflet produced by Cllr Henderson inviting residents in the central area of Newport Pagnell to formally request MKC to consult on a residents-only parking scheme in that area. All survey responses will be collected by the Town Council in the first instance and if more than half of householders want MKC to undertake a formal consultation they will do so.

	Resolved to support the distribution of the leaflet to the relevant households
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7.2.5	Six Town Councillors have asked for the decision to increase parking provision in the Queens Avenue long stay car park (and on Queens Avenue itself) by reducing the width of parking bays, to be rescinded. This will be considered by Full Council in November.

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

There were no environmental issues to discuss.

7.4	To oversee the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group’s efforts to progress with MKC/MKDP the masterplanning of the Tickford Fields development, and to manage a neighbourhood plan review process

The Chairman reported that the outline planning application in respect of the Tickford Field development had still not been submitted. The Town Council and MKDP/DLP Planning were still in discussions regarding the Draft Indicative Masterplan and other technical reports associated with the application.

7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

See Minute 6 above.

ITEM 8 OCT 2019/TP:	NEWPORT PAGNELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

8.1	The Chairman reported that the outline planning application in respect of the Tickford Field development was still pending (see item 7.4 above). 

8.2	The review of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan (NPNP), and drafting of the new and modified policies, is ongoing. The next meeting with the planning consultant is scheduled for 7th November.

8.3	The Committee agreed that Cllr Urwin would be invited to join Cllr Pearson and Alan Mills in the working group to look at the reuse of upper floors in the High Street, together with a review of locally listed buildings, all as part of the review of the NPNP. Cllr Pearson suggested an early meeting between the working group and the Town Clerk to ensure the group fully understands the aims of the survey.

Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange meeting

8.4	The Chairman gave an update on the progress of the wayfinding public art project. The seven gateway signs are now being manufactured and public consultation on the waymarking signage has begun.

ITEM 9 OCT 2019/TP:	NOISE MONITORING AT M1 SERVICES AREA

Milton Keynes Council has undertaken daytime monitoring of noise levels at a property in Worcester Close, adjacent to where HGVs tend to park at the MSA. The average noise levels were below the 65dB benchmark and therefore, under Highways England and Government policy, no further measures to mitigate noise would be taken. The Chairman said that security at the MSA was non-existent and there were no checks on where HGVs were parking. He suggested a further meeting with representatives of Welcome Break to discuss this further.

Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange meeting with Matthew Smith/Jennifer Smith

ITEM 10 OCT 2019/TP:	COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH SCHEME

Cllr Lombardo confirmed that he had taken delivery of the speed monitoring equipment and had recruited a team of volunteers, mostly through social media, to operate the equipment at various locations in the town. He added that he would like to see more neighbouring parishes participating in the scheme by sharing the equipment as and when required in a ‘daisy chain’ operation. It was suggested that the Town Clerk contacts her fellow TPC clerks to make them aware of the scheme. The Chairman also suggested that, as not everyone is a user of social media, a poster promoting CSW is produced to go on noticeboards. Cllr Lombardo agreed to draft an article for the spring edition of Town Talk.

Action: Town Clerk to contact neighbouring clerks
Action: Cllr Lombardo to design poster and draft article for TT

ITEM 11 OCT 2019/TP:	CONSULTATION ON MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL LOCAL VALIDATION LIST

The Committee received information from Milton Keynes Council on their intention to adopt a Local Validation List (LVL) for use in the validation of planning applications. A LVL sets out the information that the Local Planning Authority (LPA) will require to be able to validate and register, and therefore assess and determine, planning applications. The amount of information required will vary depending upon the type and complexity of the proposed development, including any site specific constraints. Not all the requirements on the LVL will apply to every planning application. The LVL reflects the national validation requirements, which have been tailored to address local circumstances. Formally setting out information requirements in an LVL will help to ensure that planning applications are accompanied by sufficiently detailed information to allow stakeholders, consultees and third parties to form a proper understanding of the design and impact of the proposal. Consultation on the proposed LVL will be for a period of 8 weeks. The Committee noted the information but had no specific comments to make thereon.

ITEM 12 OCT 2019/TP:	VALE OF AYLESBURY LOCAL PLAN

The Committee received a copy of a Briefing Note and associated appendices from Milton Keynes Council on the current status of Aylesbury Vale District Council’s ‘Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan’ (VALP). The VALP is currently going through its Examination in Public with emerging proposals to allocate housing land on the western boundary of Milton Keynes known as ‘Shenley Park’. The Committee noted the information but had no specific comments to make thereon.

ITEM 13 OCT 2019/TP:	BUDGETS

13.1	The Committee received and noted the 2019/20 Month 6 budget report.
13.2	The Committee received and noted a copy of the base budget for 2020/21. The Deputy Clerk was asked to complete the application to the Policy & Finance 
Committee to purchase a Speed Indicator Device (estimated cost in the region of £2,000 plus associated costs including fixings and labour to erect/dismantle, possibly undertaken by the ranger), and also to request an increase the ranger’s hours from 20 to 30 hours per week, with the possibility of employing an assistant to the ranger.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ITEM 14 OCT 2019/TP:	ITEMS FOR PUBLICITY

Community Speedwatch Scheme (item 10 above)


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is Wednesday 20th November 2019 at 8pm at the Town Council offices, 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 6th November 2019.



7
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
