NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th May 2020 at 8.00 pm 
Using Zoom conferencing 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk

ITEM 1.  TC/MAY /2020: ELECTRONIC MEERINGS AND CHAIRS

1.1 Council agreed that under the Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020, regulation 7, it was unable to hold physical gatherings of more than 2 people, so it would therefore conduct some key meetings using Zoom conferencing facilities, but would not hold an Annual Meeting this year. However changes to the committee structure were necessary and to various posts, as a result of some members retiring or no longer being with the Council.  The Chairman gave thanks to those members who had retired for their service to the Council, and once again remembered Cllr Egan who had sadly passed away following many years of dedicated service.   He also thanked members 
for agreeing that he stay in the post of Mayor until next year, and noted that his new charity would be the MK Hospital Charity.   He had raised over £1,000 for the Dementia UK charity in the last year.  

1.2 Resolved to nominate Cllr Philip Gage to the position of Vice Chair of the Council.  

Prop: PD	Sec: JS

1.3 Resolved to make the following changes to the committee membership:

· Cllr Kitchen to come off the Allotments Committee and to join the Sports and Recreation and Stakeholders Committees. 
· Cllr Clarke to come off Property Management and the Health and Safety Sub Committee, and to join the Sports and Recreation and Stakeholders Committees. 
· Cllr Bah-Pokawa to join the Vintage Event Working Group.  

Prop: PD	Sec: DK

	Cllr Clarke formally thanked the Property Officer and the Deputy Clerk for their assistance during his time on the Property Management and Health and Safety Committees.   		   		 	  		 	 	  
1.4 It was noted that a vacancy had arisen for a new Trustee on the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club Trust. The Town Council may nominate a candidate to sit on this Trust, providing they are a Council member.  The Trust then has the right to decide whether to accept this nomination.

Resolved that Cllr Philip Gage be nominated as a Trustee. 
Prop:  JS Sec: RH

1.5 Members were notified that Milton Keynes Council had been apprised of the three vacancies on the Council, and had subsequently commenced  the call for an election to fill these vacancies.  If 14 members of the public do not come forward with such a call, the Council will then be entitled to co-opt members to fill these vacancies.  The clerk will be advised on 12th May 2020 whether an election is required.  If so, this will have to be delayed until May 2021.  Otherwise co-option will take place in June 2020.

ITEM 2. TC/MAY /2020:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence, and the Chairman thanked everyone for attending this first Full Council electronic meeting.  

ITEM 3.  TC/MAY/2020:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 4. TC/MAY2020:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 5.  TC/MAY/2020:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 9th March 2020 as a true record of the meeting with one minor amendment to point 3.1 changing CCTC to CCTV. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: PG 

Matters Arising

5.2	The clerk is awaiting an update from the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) tomorrow.  

	Post meeting note:  AMHT has been in touch with the Vice Chancellor of  Cranfield University, who was encouraging about the educational benefits of the museum.  Michael Abbott is awaiting a reply from the Vice Chancellor as to how the university might integrate with the museum.  AMHT has also given thought to encouraging students aged 15/16 to make subject choices leading to STEM subjects and particularly psychics and mathematics.  It is envisaged that there may be an electronic CAD/CAM design system at the museum that students can use make use of to encourage a career path in engineering.  It is envisaged that the new business plan containing more information about the educational aspects of the museum will be presented to MKC in late June.  

5.3	Council has still not received the crime statistics for January or any other subsequent months for Newport Pagnell from PC Dan Smith.  

	Action: The clerk is to press the police for these.   

5.4	It was noted that the new Neighbourhood plan is progressing, but that the pre-submission consultation will now take place in September, commencing with an article in the Autumn Edition of Town Talk. 

    	      
ITEM 6. TC/MAY/2020:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
6.1	The Chairman reported that since the Covid-19 restrictions had come into place he had not been able to physically meet anyone but had made a number of social media connections. 
· On Friday 13 march – The chair and his wife ran an 80s disco in support of the mayor's charity: Dementia UK
· After the lockdown period everything the Mayor was invited to attend was cancelled
· Through this period the Mayor has continued to engage with the townsfolk, but through social media.   His own Facebook page now has over 1300 followers. 
· The Mayor’s wife, Sarah, has done several Facebook Live DJ music sessions on the town’s Facebook chit-chat group.
· The Mayor and his wife lead the ‘Clap for Key workers’ on their street, weekly.
· On VE day The Mayor and his wife put on 6 hours of music on their street - all socially distanced.  While they’ve done this in their capacity as residents, people know they are the Mayor and Mayoress, and much of the feedback received has been positioned as thanking the Mayor and Mayoress.
· Courtesy of the BALC/MKALC course the Mayor completed, he has also become a dementia friend.





ITEM 7.  TC/MAY/2020:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee meeting dated 18th March 2020. Cllr Henderson asked whether at the meeting with Chris Walden the Town Council had pressed the matter of planning officers taking notice of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan.  The clerk advised that the right person with which to take up this matter would be Jon Palmer, Head of Planning at MKC, and that, at their next meeting, she would be picking up this point, as there was clearly a lack of understanding by the planning team as to the Neighbourhood Plan building restrictions.  This will be made easier by the fact that MKC now seem to have retained their 5-year land supply, which means that the Neighbourhood Plan doesn’t have the same time limitations placed on it. The proposed new pedestrian access path to the Weatherspoon’s Development was also discussed.  It was established that this was not through the arcade, and that it seemed to meet all the necessary requirements.   

b) Town Planning Interim Meeting – 4th March 2020.

c) Policy and Finance Meeting – 23rd March 2020. Cllr Henderson mentioned that he was extremely impressed by the work undertaken by the Town Council’s Ground Maintenance Contractor, Burleys, and had  received many positive comments about this.  He was also pleased to read about the Town Council’s tree replacement intentions, and emerging strategy for this. Cllr Clarke asked whether the Fishing Association would be putting contact details on the signage planned for Riverside Meadow and Castle Meadow.  The clerk was still discussing this with them, as they were reluctant to share personal details on a sign.  The process for the sale of day-tickets was defined, which is that the fishing club bailiffs patrol the waters 4 times a day, issuing day-tickets to people found fishing.  The day-ticket acts as the receipt.  This is the process recommended by the National Fishing Association.  

d) Policy and Finance Virtual meeting – 27th April.   

e) Property Management Meeting – 4th March 2020. 

f) Public Relations and Events Meeting – 11th March 2020. 

g) Business Development Meeting – 12th March 2020.

h) Property Officer delegated decisions – 1st April

i) Town Planning Interim Officer Delegated Decisions  – 2nd April 2020. 

j) Town Planning and Environmental Management Delegated Decisions – 22nd April 2020. Cllr Henderson asked about progress by the Member of Parliament in addressing the question of sound barriers on the M1. The clerk advised that Richard Gates, the MP’s  parliamentary assistant, had approached both the Motorway Service company and Highways England about the matter, but that no response had been received. 

Action: The clerk to follow up with Richard Gates.       


ITEM 8.  TC/MAY/2020:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  
· Community Forum Police – Cllr Lombardo reported that the minutes of the last meeting had not been sent out because he was still awaiting crime statistics from the Police. Also the police had not advised of whether a forthcoming planned meeting would take place electronically or not.    
 
· Youth Club Trustees – No meeting has been held   

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meeting has been held 

· MK ALC – No meeting has been held.
· Education Trust – No meeting has been held.  
· It was noted that the Town Council had cancelled events for this year, as even those later in the year were due to be held in a confined indoor environment.  The Carnival and Strawberry Fayre have been cancelled too. The Christmas Lights committee is considering whether it can put on an event or not.  It is too early to decide as further Government Guidance is awaited.  Whether or not an event is planned the lights will be erected.  Cllr Lombardo is debating with the various volunteer committees concerned whether the Soapbox Derby will still take place, possibly at a later date, and whether the Fireworks Events would happen.  If it did the volunteer group would need to seek funding assistance from the Town Council. There is £5,000 available in the budget for assistance to events groups this year. There may also be other possible sources of income. 

Action: Cllr Lombardo to provide a balance of accounts and budget for the Fireworks Event, and to complete a grant application form if he wishes to seek funding for the Fireworks Event from the Town Council.   

It was also suggested that the Town Council could put on a memorial event next year for those people who had lost their lives in Newport Pagnell during the Covid-19 outbreak.    
 
  

ITEM 9.  TC/MAY/2020: MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Resolved to pay the following membership fees: 


	
	
		Ex Vat	£

	SEE
	Membership Fee
	340

	SLCC
	Membership Fee
	440

	AAT
	Membership Fee
	160

	BALC/NALC
	Membership Fee
	2477

	Data Protection
	Membership Fee
	40

	MKALC
	Membership Fee
	140

	Living Wage Foundation
	Membership Fee
	60

	MK Forum
	Membership Fee
	30

	
	
	


						

ITEM 10.  TC/MAY/2020: BOUNDARY REVIEW LETTER 

The Council received a proposed letter addressed to Milton Keynes Council, requesting a Boundary Review of the Newport Pagnell Parish Boundaries. The clerk and members involved in putting together the information for this letter were thanked for their efforts.  

Resolved to send this letter to Milton Keynes Council. 

Prop: PD     Sec:  PW	

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.02 pm. The date of the next meeting is 8th June 2020.     




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

