NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th November 2019 at 8.00 pm 
at 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Wendy Egan (Vice chair), Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson,  Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		   Cllr Jane Carr – South Ward Councillor
	  		 	 	  
ITEM 1.  TC/NOV /2019:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Resolved to receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Euan Henderson, Philip Gage, Mark Lombardo, George Purkiss and Lynn Patey-Smith 

Prop:	PD	Sec: PW

ITEM 2.  TC/NOV/2019:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 3.  TC/NOV/2019:  POLICE AND CRIME STATISTICS 

The Police apologised for not attending the Council Meeting. Council received the crime statistics for September for Newport Pagnell from the police. There were no concerns about these. Cllr Bah-Pokawa raised the issue of hate crime and the collection of statistics about it.  Most of these statistics would be held by Milton Keynes Council, unless an activity was clearly designated as a matter for criminal investigation, in which case the police would log these under assaults, or other headings of crime.    

ITEM 4. TC/NOV/2019:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 5.  TC/OCT/2018:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING   

Cllr Clarke stated that in his recollection the proposer and seconder of item 11 
had been reversed. The clerk checked her notes of the meeting, and noted that this had not been the case, because a minor amendment had been made to the original proposal, and owing to this the amendment becomes the formal proposal.  
 
5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 14th October 2019 as a true record of the meeting.

	Prop: PD	Sec: WE 

5.2	Matters Arising

	The Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) had sent their Business Plan for the museum to the Town Council.  It was noted that there were still two possible sites on their radar.   The clerk had responded, giving some advice to the AMHT on possible improvements to the Business Plan, before submission to Milton Keynes Council.  Councillors had also been sent a copy of the Business Plan on which to make comment.  
    	      
ITEM 6. TC/NOV/2019:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

6.1	The Chairman reported on the events he and his wife had attended as follows: 
· Saturday 26 Oct - Opened "Ever after" boutique in Tickford Arcade
· Monday 28 Oct - Presented cheque for hoist to Assisted Swimming Club
· Tuesday 29 Oct - Attended Lord Lieutenants'  SERFCA awards, Aylesbury
· Wednesday 30 Oct - Guest speaker at the Rotary Club
· Thursday 31 Oct - Re-opened the Kingfisher Pub 
· Monday 4 Nov - Hosted visit by Mayor of Milton Keynes
· Friday 8 Nov - Choir evening with Mayor of Leighton-Linslade
· Sunday 10 Nov - Remembrance Sunday
6.2	Cllr Egan,  the Vice Chair,  reported that she had attended An Act of Remembrance and Wreathe Laying at the Milton Keynes Rose on 11th November 2019.   

Both the Mayor and the Vice Chair said how lovely the Remembrance 
Services had been, and how well organised they were. 
 
ITEM 7.  TC/NOV/2019:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 
.    
The following committee minutes were received by Council:

· The Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee meeting dated 23rd October 2019.
· The Town Planning Interim meeting dated 2nd October 2019.
· The Policy and Finance Committee meeting dated 28th October 2019.
· The Property Committee meeting dated 2nd October 2019. 
·  The Public Relations and Events Committee Meeting dated 16th October 2019. 
· The Allotments Committee meeting dated 22nd October 2019. 
· The MKE Working Group meeting dated 14th October 2019.  

ITEM 8.  TC/NOV/2019:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  
· Community Forum Police –In the absence of Cllr Lombardo Cllr Winsor reported that he had attended this meeting. Some 25 people had been in attendance.  There were reports about significant drug dealing in Whitethorns Park – an asset which is now owned by the Town Council. Information on this was provided to the police.  It had been a good session and people had felt unfettered in their comments.  However, it was a pity that only a PCSO had attended from the police side.   Cllr Winsor had asked if it would be possible for the Sector Inspector to attend the next meeting.  Other issues raised had been bikes on public footpaths, a number of parking issues, particularly in relation to Ousedale School, and acts of vandalism to the memorial bench in Bury Common.      

· Youth Club Trustees – No meetings had been held.  

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meeting had been held, but the new Green Vision paper from MKC was circulated.   Cllr Carr commented that this was a high level broad policy, which would culminate in smaller micro policies, and mentioned that it was believed in cabinet that heating supplies would run out in 2025. Some significant strides had been made by MKC in that Milton Keynes was now the no. 1 place for electrical charging points for vehicles. Cllr Winsor said that if MKC was serious about taking action, then it might wish to consider a power station in Milton Keynes, reserving land for more solar farms, and ensuring that the Bill promulgating legislation which would allow communities to raise their own electricity was supported.         
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held. 

· Education Trust –  No meetings had been held.

· Business Association – Cllr Kitchen said that there was nothing to report. 

· NALC Leadership Conference.  The clerk reported that there had been two main focusses:  The first had been on what parishes could do to reduce loneliness which was a problem for all age groups and was costing the NHS millions of pounds.   The second main issue had been the climate change emergency.  NALC had been pressed to adopt a climate change policy on the spot, such was the pressure raised by attendees.  All over the UK principal and parish councils are declaring a national state of emergency on climate change and  creating strategic plans, policies and procedures to deal with a reduction in carbon footprint.      

ITEM 9.  TC/NOV/2019:  COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE FUND BID

The TPEM committee had put in a bid for the Community Infrastructure Fund to match-fund 5 new parking spaces in the Queen’s Avenue Long Stay Car Park by removing verges to create 3 new spaces, by adding 1 new space in the circular drive, and by reducing the extra-large spaces in row E, the row closest to Newport Pagnell Construction, to create 1 more parking space.  

However, MKC officers had said that these works would be too expensive, and had instead proposed reducing all car parking widths in the long stay car park to 2.1m.  Officers at the Town Council had asked for this to be reworked as 2.1m was clearly too small to park most cars.  MKC officers had responded with an offer of relining to 2.3m with a reduced number of new parking spaces.   

Both Newport Pagnell South Ward Councillors and Newport Pagnell Town Councillors felt that 2.3m was still too small, and the matter was referred to Full Council for a decision. 

Resolved to accept a reduction of car parking spaces in row E, which has exceptionally wide parking spaces, to introduce 1 further car parking space, whilst ensuring that no space in the long stay car park becomes less than 2.4m width.  Further resolved to request MKC officers to rework expenses for the original proposal of  5 additional car parking spaces, with 3 of these being in areas where the verge needs to be cut back, 1 of these being added to row E and 1 new space being created in the circular drive. Once full costs are known the Town Council will consider these, and will submit a revised application either to only repaint all the white lines and arrows in the long stay car park and add 2 spaces, or to do this and to add the 3 additional spaces by removing verges, match-funding any additional costs.    

Prop: PW	Sec: DK

Further resolved not to undertake any works in Queen’s Avenue itself at this time. 

Prop: PD	Sec: PW

ITEM 10.  TC/NOV/2019:  MEETINGS AND GOVERNANCE

The following changes to committee meeting attendance were agreed:

· Cllr Sidebottom to come off of the MKE Working Group.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Alexander to come off of the PRAE committee.

Members received a proposal that the Sports and Recreation Committee name and terms of reference be changed to Culture, Sports and Recreation.  
Cllr Bah-Pokawa explained that she felt that topics such as town events and museums could be brought under the umbrella of the Sports and Recreation Committee.  It was agreed that Culture should have a place in the Council’s vision.  However there was some concern that at the moment museums are being dealt with by the Business Development Committee, and events are the preserve of the PRAE Committee, falling within this committee’s terms of reference. There may be other avenues of Culture to be explored.   It was agreed to consider the matter again at the time the Council meeting structure is reviewed at the Annual Meeting of the Council in May 2020.           

ITEM 11.  TC/NOV /2019:  STANDING ORDERS

A report from the clerk on making proposals and voting at meetings was received.  It is important, to ensure the smooth running of the Council, that proposals are clearly made, are seconded, and that voting takes place, as per the Council’s standing orders.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.30 pm. The date of the next meeting is the 9th December 2019 at 8 pm.   

     
	 




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

