NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th January 2020 at 8.00 pm 
at 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson,  Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		  		 	 	  
ITEM 1.  TC/JAN /2020:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Resolved to receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Wendy Egan, Mark Lombardo, and George Purkiss. 

Prop:	PD	Sec: PW

ITEM 2.  TC/JAN/2020:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 3.  TC/JAN/2020:  POLICE AND CRIME STATISTICS 

Council received the crime statistics for November for Newport Pagnell from the police. It was noted that there has been a gradual increase in crime particularly in theft from vehicles and domestic violence.  The police, however, have not attended any recent council meetings to offer explanations, despite being invited to. There was a report on a vehicle broken into where the victim advised that the police had not been willing to take any action, or even record this as a reported crime.  Cllr Alexander raised the issue of the fact that the CCTV units in the High Street had not been working properly for a number of years, yet this information had not been relayed to the Town Council either by Milton Keynes Council who provide the camera hardware and connections, or by the police who monitor the footage.  Over the Christmas period four shops in the High Street had been broken into.

The upcoming elections of the new Police and Crime Commissioner were discussed, particularly in relation to the police’s plans for the police station site in Newport Pagnell.  The latest information appears to show that the police have put on hold the sale of this site.  The council’s concerns are that there have been empty houses on this site for numerous years, which does not help the housing shortage issue,  and that the site is ideal for older people’s accommodation, being within walking distance of the Town Centre.  

Resolved that the Town Clerk write a letter to the Police and Crime Commissioner expressing its concerns about the future of the Police Station site, and another letter to the Chief Constable, John Campbell, about the rising crime and lack of CCTV, and inviting the police to talk to the Council about these matters. 

Further Action:  Cllr Alexander will be chasing Milton Keynes Council in his ward Councillor capacity, to get the broken CCTV fixed.  

ITEM 4. TC/JAN/2020:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 5.  TC/JAN/2020:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING   

5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 9th December 2019 as a true record of the meeting.

	Prop: PD	Sec: JS 

5.2	Matters Arising

	Milton Keynes Council officers have acknowledged their receipt of the Aston Martin Heritage Trust’s (AMHT) Business Plan for an Aston Martin Museum.  Information is still awaited from MKC on the conditions under which the Lovat Meadow Caravan Park site will be leased to AMHT.  It was noted that the Town Council will need assurances from AMHT that the Trust definitely wishes to move to Newport Pagnell before proceeding with freeing up the necessary land.  
    	      
ITEM 6. TC/JAN/2020:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

6.1	The Chairman reported on the events he and his wife had attended as follows: 
· Saturday 7 December - Christmas Fair at St Bede's Catholic church  
· Saturday 7 December - Christmas Fair at Green Park School 
· Wednesday 11 December - Carol Service at Kings Arms with Tickford Park school children
· Saturday 14 December - Christmas Tree festival at St Peter & St Paul's
· Sunday 15 December - MK Acapella concert 
· Tuesday 17 December - Reopening of town Library
· Saturday 21 December - Nativity on the High Street with Churches Together
· Sunday 22 December - Diamond School of Performing Arts Panto 
· Wednesday 25 December - Visit to Castlemead Court
· Wednesday 25 December - Visit to Tickford Abbey
· Wednesday 25 December - Visit to Westbury Grange
· Wednesday 25 December - Visit to Linford Lodge
· Wednesday 25 December - Helped "Santa" wish people Happy Christmas at the Swan Revived
· Thursday 2 January - Presented at the Mothers' Union
· Tuesday 7 January - Dinner and visit at the Winter Night Shelter
· Friday 10 January - NPTC Volunteers’ Thank you event 
· Saturday 11 January - Lunch and Rugby match with Mayor of Ampthill
6.2		Cllr Gage attended, on behalf of the Vice Chair, a hundredth birthday party for a Newport Pagnell Resident. 
Cllr Clarke commented that he had noticed that whilst Cllr Day communicated prolifically on social media, there had been no recent news reports in the Phone Box. Cllr Day advised that articles he had submitted had not been published and he had been told that the magazine was full. He is in correspondence with the Phonebox to agree how best to highlight Newport Pagnell.  

ITEM 7.  TC/JAN/2020:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 
.    
The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee meeting dated 18th December 2019.  Cllr Henderson asked about the completion of the gateway signage. The clerk said that The Maltings had now come forward with costs for the exploratory options, and that these, along with the final installations would exceed the remaining Phase 2 budget.  

Resolved to delegate to the clerk further discussions with The Maltings, regarding the various options proposed for the Gateway signage, to ensure that these options are all tested and examined before deciding on an optimal approach to highlight the images.  Cost was not regarded as the most significant factor, as Milton Keynes Council will release funds from Phase 3 for these investigations.   

Prop: PD	Sec: EH

b) 	Town Planning Interim Meeting – 9th December 2019


ITEM 8.  TC/JAN/2020:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  
· Community Forum Police – The date of the next meeting is 21st January 2020.    
 
· Youth Club Trustees – No meetings had been held.  

· Parish Forum Meeting – The next meeting is planned for 16th January 2020.  
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held. 
· Education Trust –  Meetings are quarterly with the next meeting to be held in February. 
· Business Association – No information was received from Cllr Kitchen but it was advised that a number of retailers were now discussing a co-ordinated approach to safety on the High Street. 
· Volunteer’s Thank You Event.  Cllr Sidebottom thanked all the Councillors who had helped at this event, which had made it a great success.  

ITEM 9.  TC/JAN/2020: DEVOLUTION - PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

The Town Council has been advised that Land Registry has refused the MKC claim for adverse possession of the Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane park, because in their view regular maintenance of the grounds doesn’t constitute possession. The community orchard is on this land.   It was noted that the impending V2 of the Neighbourhood Plan contains a new policy relating to this land, restricting its use to that of a public open park.  It was important that the Town Council continues to press MKC to deal with these ownership issues, and doesn’t rack-up legal costs itself.      

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolved that the clerk will discuss with Freeths and MKC that they write a letter to both the bankrupt developer who owned the site and the estate administrator, to request that the land be sold to MKC or NPTC for £1, on the basis that it was always intended as public land and as such can never be converted to housing or used for other purposes.      

Prop: PW	Sec: RH 


ITEM 10.  TC/JAN/2020:  PARISH PROTOCOL 

The Council received a consultation on the new MKC parish protocol, 'Together we Can.’

Resolved to reply to the consultation saying that:

Whilst the approach is generally applauded for its simplicity and its commitment, there are concerns that the document doesn’t detail:
· Deadlines for MKC to respond to queries by parishes 
· A mechanism for addressing what happens at those odd times when Milton Keynes Council or a parish doesn’t follow the protocol. 



ITEM 11.  TC/JAN/2020:  CLLR SURGERIES 

It was noted that Cllrs Day, Lombardo and Urwin will be attending the next Councillor Surgery which takes place on 25th January 10-12 noon at the Library. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.11 pm. The date of the next meeting 10th February 2020.     

     
	 




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

