NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th July 2020 at 8.00 pm 
Using Zoom conferencing 
With part of the meeting held under confidential items

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Sue Garner, Philip Gage, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	 

ITEM 1.  TC/JULY/2020:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.  

ITEM 2.  TC/JULY/2020:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 3. TC/JULY/2020:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/JULY/2020:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Virtual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 8th June 2020 as a true record of the meeting. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: PG 

Matters Arising

4.2	There has been no further update from the Aston Martin Heritage Trust on the completion of their Business Plan.   
	 
4.3	There has been a new development with respect to the Locally Listed Buildings on the Aston Martin Heritage site.  A local builder is interested in acquiring the buildings in order to turn them into commercial property.  Town Council Officers are trying to set up a meeting with the developer to establish their intentions.  It was agreed that the responsibility for ensuring that the s106 obligations are met remains with Milton Keynes Council.  

Action:  Cllr Paul Alexander agreed to continue putting pressure on Paul van Geete at MKC to enforce the s106 agreement.    


ITEM 5. TC/JULY/2020:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The chairman and vice chair mentioned that, as it had been impossible to meet people directly during this period, there was nothing to report. 

ITEM 6.  TC/JULY/2020:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Delegated Decisions dated 24th June 2020.  Cllr Henderson opined that insufficient was being done by the TPEM committee to ensure that  sound barriers were erected as part of the SMART Motorway works. Cllr Winsor refuted this, advising that although Highways England had been extremely clear that they would not take this matter forward, TPEM were still working hard to get Welcome Break Service Station to comply with the conditions of their lease, by providing screening from HGVs and by undertaking a range of other activities such as repairing broken fences. Cllr Winsor had taken photographs of the site in preparation for a meeting with Welcome Break Service Station.  It was important to note that the decibel level in the gardens affected by this problem had not been deemed to be overly high by Milton Keynes Council.  

b) Town Planning Interim Delegated Decisions – 3rd June.

c) Policy and Finance Virtual Meeting – 29th June. 

d) Property Management Delegated Decisions  – 3rd June 2020. 


ITEM 8.  TC/JULY/2020:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – nothing was reported.

· Youth Club Trustees – No meeting had been held.    

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meeting has been held. 

· MK ALC – No meeting has been held.

· Education Trust – No meeting has been held.  


ITEM 8.  TC/JULY/2020:  CORPORATE GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND AGAR
8.1	Council received and reviewed the report on Corporate Governance within the Council. It was noted that the Policy and Finance Committee had examined Corporate Governance in detail, and was therefore able to advise Full Council that it was meeting its legal and fiduciary obligations for governance of the Council.   

8.2 	Council received the year-end internal audit report, noting that there were no issues raised by this audit. All staff have a role to play in this, and were thanked by Council. 

8.3	Council received the risk reviews undertaken by the Policy and Finance Committee though out the year, and considered that risk management had been properly addressed with risk reduction mechanisms put in place where appropriate. The Mayor signed off the risk report. It was noted that Covid-19 would have a severe effect on income of all facilities, and particularly on contractual obligations regarding leisure services.  

8.4	 Resolved to answer in the affirmative the following Corporate Governance questions in Section 1 of the 2019/20 Annual Return (AGAR), and to sign this section of the AGAR:  

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements. 
2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or manage its finances. 
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required. 
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems. 
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from     internal and external audit. 
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.  

Further resolved that the question on trust fund management is  not applicable to the Council. 

         Prop: PW	Sec: RH
    
8.5	Council received a report on the year end balances and movements from the Responsible Finance Office and the year end accounts as prepared by the Council’s accountant.  The chairman signed off the accounts. 

Resolved to approve the 2019/20 year-end accounts. 

	Prop: PW	Sec: RH

8.6	Council considered the Accounting Statement in Section 2 of AGAR, matching this to the year-end accounts produced by the Council’s Accountant. 	

8.7	Resolved to approve and sign Section 2 of the 2019/20 AGAR

	Prop: PD	Sec: RH

8.8	Resolved that the dates for the public inspection of the 2019/20 accounts will be 27th July to 4th September 2020.

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW

8.9	Resolved that the Chairman of the Council would write the opening address for the Annual Report and that members who were chairs of committees last year would write a paragraph on their committees for the Annual Report. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: RH 	



ITEM 9.  TC/JULY/2020: LEISURE SERVICE COSTS  

	The Council resolved that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Exclusion of the public in accordance with section1(2) and by reason of the confidential nature of the business, the public and press would be excluded from the following agenda items for the reason(s) of them relating to an individual/s sensitive information, or because they include information on confidential negotiations.

Prop: PW	Sec: DK 

	
	Resolved to agree to send Places Leisure a letter outlining the Council’s acceptance of the reduced costs July to March 2021, agreement to pay these figures, and the Council’s position on the various legal clauses of the Deed of Variation.  

	Further resolved that the Working Group for Leisure Services was best placed to continue the negotiations. Authority was delegated to that group to negotiate the agreed terms on behalf of the Council. 

	Prop: EH	Sec: PW 

	The Government had released a press statement that it would fund principal local authorities a sum of £500 M to help to cover income lost during the Covid-19 shutdown period.  The Town Council was applying to MKC for part of that funding, as a grant, not a loan.    

	The meeting was re-opened to public session. 


ITEM 10.  TC/JULY/2020: BOUNDARY REVIEW

A response to the Town Council’s request for a Boundary Review was received, from the CEO of MKC.  The response doubted that the details provided by the Town Council met the necessary tests for a review.     

Resolved to write back to the CEO requesting details of what triggers were required in order to trigger such a review. Also resolved to request meetings with Ward Councillors to discuss the matter.  

Prop: PD     Sec:  PW

Action : The Town Clerk to write the letter requesting information about trigger points and to contact the retired Head of Democratic Services for further guidance on the matter.   	
ITEM 11.  TC/JULY/2020: COVID-19 RISKS 

11.1 	Council noted the response the clerk had made to MKC regarding their latest proposals on managing Covid-19 risks in  the High Street. 

11.2	Council started to consider what its position might be in the event of a further local lockdown, but ended up instead discussing the need to remove the barriers outside of Superdrug, and the Dolphin, as cars were parking on yellow lines, and endangering pedestrians, and the barriers outside the Dolphin were only providing parking for the Dolphin itself.  

	Prop: PW	Sec: EH

	Action: The clerk to advise the Head of Highways about this. 

11.3	Cllr Day had provided feedback to the Strategic Placemaking Scrutiny Committee on the MKC response to Covid-19. This included feedback on waste management, the recycling centre, and the lack of consultation on measures taken on the High Street to reduce the risk of Covid-19.  

	Resolved to request MKC to review the Waste Management Centre in terms of throughput of people, by increasing this from 3 people per 15 minutes to 5 people per 15 minutes.  

	Prop: RH	Sec: PW 

	Action: The clerk to discuss the matter of the Recycling Centre with the Waste Department at MKC. 

ITEM 12.  TC/JULY/2020: COUNCILLOR EMAILS 

Council discussed whether all Councillors should be requested to manage their
emails through a separate Town Council email account. The advantages and 
disadvantages of this were fully debated, but the end result was that Councillors could not be forced to have a separate Town Council email account if they did not wish to do so.  

Action: Any councillor wishing to hold a separate email account if they don’t have one  already, is to contact the clerk for the support they need. Cllr Lombardo kindly offered his services to help any Councillor set up a separate account.  


ITEM 13.  TC/JULY/2020:  RE-OPENING OF FACILITIES 

Having due regard to Government Guidance and considering what might reasonably be expected in terms of Risk Reduction from infectious diseases, and the updated risk assessments, it was agreed that play areas and community facilities may re-open again, under agreed conditions, which included twice weekly visits to sites, exclusion of use of two pieces of tunnel play equipment, appropriate signage and a set of clear guidance for community centre user groups.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 21h49 pm. The date of the next meeting is 14th September 2020.    




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

