NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 14th October 2019 at 8.00 pm 
at 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Wendy Egan (Vice chair),  Philip Gage, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow, Richard Pearson,  George Purkiss, Joan Sidebottom, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  Three people from City Fibre (for part of the meeting)
	
	 	 	  
ITEM 1.  TC/OCT /2019:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Resolved to receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo, Lynn Patey-Smith and Steve Urwin. 

Prop:	PD	Sec: PW

ITEM 2.  TC/OCT/2019:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 3.  TC/OCT/2019:  ROLL OUT OF CITY FIBRE 

Jean Gowan of City Fibre spoke about the roll out of City Fibre in Newport Pagnell.  City Fibre, in partnership with VodaPhone, is investing £40,000,000 in Milton Keynes for this installation.  Milton Keynes is the first city in the UK getting full fibre, turning it into a gigabyte city.  The whole operation is envisaged to take 2 ½ years.  The fibre  cabling is scheduled to be installed in Newport Pagnell in the first quarter of 2020.  There is likely to be some minor disruption, with complaints being made about noise, barriers and dirt. However, the channels are very tiny, and operatives will fully respect surfacing, making every effort to return the original materials in situ. They will also assist in ensuring that no resident is ever trapped in their homes by the building works.   It is a very green product, with no electricity being used anywhere in the system. Small green cabinets will house the stations every 50 meters or so.   

Jean advised that City Fibre is a private company, owned by Goldman Sachs.  It intends to create competition in Britain for BT’s open reach cabling.  The new cabling will be 10 times faster than BT’s, being full fibre rather than having some of the network linked with copper cabling. Other advantages are that it will be half the price of the existing provider, providing consumers change to VodaPhone as their service provider and use an internet line to replace their landlines.  Existing phone numbers can be retained.  If residents contact City Fibre within 6 weeks of installation, and sign up to the VodaPhone deal, City Fibre can arrange for the fibre cabling to be put in place between the pavement and the resident’s home for free.  

The team at City Fibre stand ready to assist with all communications, issues and questions, and will be providing an article for the Town Talk Winter Edition.  


ITEM 4. TC/OCT/2019:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 5.  TC/OCT/2018:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING   

5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 9th September 2019 as a true record of the meeting.

	Prop: PW	Sec: PD 

5.2	Matters Arising

	It was noted that there had been no further update from the Aston Marin Heritage Trust. The clerk is in monthly contact with the organisation.  
    	      
ITEM 6. TC/OCT/2019:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

6.1	The Chairman reported on the events he and his wife had attended as follows: 

· 13th September -   attended a Curry Evening charity event at Houghton Regis. 
· 13th September – attended the Newport Pagnell museum open day.  
· 20th September – was at a Sufi charity event in Luton. 
· 21st September – attended the Family Fun Day,  at the Bucks Business Centre on Interchange Park, and participated in the shaving of heads and waxing activities.
· 26th September – opened the “Forever Bella” salon at the Mighty one hundred. 
· 30th September – met with the architect who is designing the new interior for St Peter and St Paul’s Church.
· 3rd October –  hosted the Mayor’s choral event at St. Peter and St Paul’s Church. Over £500 was raised for the Mayor’s charity, Dementia UK, at this event.  
· 10th October – met the team at CJ Mortgages who are on the High Street.

6.2	Cllr Gage reported that, on behalf of the Vice Chair, he had attended the concert at St Peter and St Paul’s church at which the Newport Singers and the U3A choir had sung.    
 

ITEM 7.  TC/OCT/2019:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 
.    
The following committee minutes were received by Council:

· The Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee meeting dated 18th September  2019. Cllr Henderson said that no progress appears to have been made on the issue of new sound barriers around the M1 service station.  Cllr Winsor responded, saying that Mathew Barnes had now taken sound reading from one of the neighbouring sites, and that these were being analysed to see if they exceeded the allowable decibel limit.  He was hoping that these could be used as a trigger with Highways England, although he was not hopeful that the Service Station itself could be forced to undertake any improvements. 
· The Town Planning Interim meeting dated 4th September 2019.
· The Policy and Finance Committee meeting dated 23rd September 2019. Members asked whether MK Pride had returned the grant funding for the cancelled event, and the clerk responded that they had agreed to, but that it had not been received as yet. 
· The Property Committee meeting dated 4th September 2019. The Council offered huge congratulations to the staff for achieving the refurbishment under difficult circumstances.  It is not quite finished yet, and some snagging is still being undertaken.  The Trustees have paid a visit to the site and were pleased with the results.  

Any member who wishes to see the refurbishments to book a date with the Town Clerk. 

·  The Public Relations and Events Committee Meeting dated 11th September 2019. 
· The Sport and Recreation Committee Meeting dated 23rd September.  The response from the Newport Pagnell Archery Club to the Town Council’s offer of a site had been disappointing.  Another meeting has been arranged with them. 
· The Business Development meeting dated 12th September 2019. Cllr Henderson asked whether a date had been agreed for the next walk about on Bury Common.  The clerk advised that she had not been able to get a date from Peter Beer as yet for this to take place.  It was hoped that it could happen by the end of October.   

ITEM 8.  TC/OCT/2019:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  
· Community Forum Police –A date for the next community meeting had been set at the end of October.  The clerk had been in communication with the police about attending the next Full Council meeting.     

· Youth Club Trustees – The minutes of the meeting dated 12th September 2019 were received.  

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Winsor had not attended this meeting, but the minutes had been circulated.  Cllr Clarke said that he had been struck by the youth forum presentation, and wished the Town Council to focus on youth engagement.  Cllr Hornblow advised that many efforts had been made in the past to accomplish this, which had not been successful.  However, he was willing to pick up the matter again through the Policy and Finance Committee.  Cllr Clarke also commented that Milton Keynes Council don’t seem to take much notice of the conservation area when considering planning applications.    
 
· MK ALC – Cllr Patey-Smith had not as yet sent a report about her attendance at this meeting. 

· Education Trust –  No meetings had been held.

· Business Association – No meetings had been held.   

ITEM 9.  TC/OCT/2019:  CRIME STATISTICS

The Council received the crime statistics for Newport Pagnell from the police. 

ITEM 10.  TC/OCT/2019:  ANNUAL RETURN

Members received the completed AGAR and it was noted that the external auditor had now completed their audit with no comment, giving a clear audit.       

ITEM 11.  TC/OCT /2019:  s106 FUNDING

A sum of £16,511.19 of s106 funding is available to bid for, to be spend by the Town Council on voluntary organisations that relate to the development.  The Town Council will make the application for the release of funding which will then have to be approved by various councillors at MKC.  

Resolved that the Policy and Finance Committee will set up guidelines for organisations wishing to apply for this funding, and will be the committee that determines whether to put forward an organisation for application for the funding.  

Prop: EH	Sec: PW
Action: The clerk to prepare a briefing document for the PAF committee, and to issue an article on the availability of such funding in the Winter Edition of Town Talk.  

ITEM 12.  TC/OCT/2019:  DEVOLUTION 

12.1	Progress made on obtaining ownership of non-MKC owned play areas

The clerk advised that Taylor Whimpey had now agreed to transfer ownership of the main part of the Kingfisher site and of the Friary Gardens Play Area to Milton Keynes Council, for onwards transfer to the Town Council.  However, Greene King Ltd, another title deed holder of the Kingfisher site, had said they do not wish to transfer their section of land. 

Resolved that the clerk proceed with getting ownership of both sites belonging to Taylor Whimpey through due process. After that, it can be decided whether to encourage MKC to apply for adverse possession of the remainder of the Kingfisher site.   

	Prop: PW	Sec: EH

12.2	Transfer of Bury Field Common

It was noted that the Property Department at MKC had advised that they felt that land such as the common should be transferred to lower level authorities to maintain. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolved that the Town Council is prepared to take any opportunity given to take on ownership of the common. 

Prop: EH	Sec: PD 
 
ITEM 13.  TC/OCT/2019:  WARD COUNCILLOR COMMUNICATIONS

It had been suggested by the PRAE committee that a permanent agenda item appear on the Full Council agenda inviting Ward Councillors to update the Town Council on their activities. Members discussed this, and in general said that they felt that the current Ward Councillor regime of one or two meetings a year with the Town Council was sufficient.  Ward Councillors were sent the agenda of Full Council meetings, and were at liberty to attend any meeting of the Town Council.  Town Council members who wanted information about what Ward Councillors were doing could review their websites.    

 There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.17 pm. The date of the next meeting is the 11th November at 8 pm.   

     
	 




2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

