NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 9th March 2020 at 8.00 pm 
at 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson (late arrival), Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, George Purkiss, Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		   		   		  		 	 	  
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR /2020:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Resolved to receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa and Wendy Egan. Cllrs George Purkiss and Mark Lombardo were absent. 

Prop:	PD	Sec: PW

ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2020:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 3.  TC/MAR/2020:  POLICE AND CRIME STATISTICS 

Council did not receive the crime statistics for January for Newport Pagnell from PC Dan Smith.  

However a response to the Town Council’s letter to the Chief Constable has now been received.  Inspector Tristan Brace contacted the Council to advise of the following:  

1) A mobile CCTC unit has been purchased, which will be used in Newport Pagnell car parks and elsewhere to deter theft from vehicles.
2) The group of people responsible for all the retail break-ins over Christmas has now been arrested.
3) One of the two CCTV cameras in the High Street has been brought back on-line and is being watched. The other is not repairable.
4) The police will attend council meetings once a quarter.
5) The Community Forum meetings will be attended in future by at least a Police Constable Neighbourhood Supervisor, rather than by only a PCSO. Liam Farrow was mentioned.

Cllr Paul Alexander has made further contact with Milton Keynes Council about the CCTV units in Newport Pagnell. He has been advised that both camera units are antiquated, and are not repairable. There are plans to erect mobile units next year in the town.      
ITEM 4. TC/MAR/2020:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 5.  TC/MAR/2020:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING   

5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 10th February 2020 as a true record of the meeting.

	Prop: Pw	Sec: RH 

	Matters Arising

5.2	The Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) has now met with officers of Milton Keynes Council (MKC).  The result of the meeting is that MKC has requested AMHT to make further updates to their Business Plan, to enhance the educational opportunities from the site.  No commitment on what lease costs for the site were likely to be was given by MKC officers at the meeting.  The AMHT’s opinion following the meeting was that it was unlikely to be offered a peppercorn rental from MKC.  However, the Trust remains keen on Newport Pagnell as a venue.      

5.3	Gateway signs

	There will be no need for these signs to be subject to further planning approval. The Maltings Studio has advised that the completion of the Gateways signs will have to be postponed to the end of March, owing to high winds during the planned week of construction work.  

5.4 	Call in on MKE Development Framework SPD

	The Council received information on the response to the Town Council’s call in of this MKC decision.  The net result is that all mention in the SPD of a Retail/District Centre will now be changed to a Community Hub.

5.5   	Serco Contract

	It was noted that MKC had confirmed that there was no opportunity for Newport Pagnell Town Council to have a voice in the administration of the Serco contract.  
    	      
ITEM 6. TC/MAR/2020:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

6.1	The Chairman reported on the events he and his wife had attended as follows: 
1. Tuesday 4 February - Carnival Quiz at Moza
1. Wed 12 February - MK School musician of the Year at Ousedale School
1. Sun 23 February - Band of Builders Quiz at Kings Arms
1. Saturday 29 February - Swimathon with Rotary Club and Assisted Swimmers at Middleton Pool
1. Fri 6 March - Hosting visit from Ben Everitt MP
1. Fri 6 March - Interview on CRMK radio
1. Fri 6 March - Carnival Court selection at Working Man’s Club
1. Sat 7 March - Coffee morning with the Mead Centre at the URC.

ITEM 7.  TC/Mar/2020:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 
.    
The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) [bookmark: _GoBack]The Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee meeting dated 19th February 2020.  Cllr Winsor reported that MKC officers had advised that although the s215 concerns on the site at Caldecotte Street could be considered as part of the Town and Countryside Act, they would not be taking this matter further.  Cllr Winsor was asked whether it would be necessary for parking attendants work in pairs, if the Town Council was to engage staff for this purpose.  He advised that they do not always work in pairs now, and that it was not a requirement.  

b) Town Planning Interim Meeting – 5th February 2020.

c) Policy and Finance Meeting – 24th February 2020.

d) Property Management Meeting – 6th February 2020. 

e) Public Relations and Events Meeting – 12th February 2020. 

f) Allotments Meeting – 18th February 2020.

g) MK East Working Group – 10th February 2020.      


ITEM 8.  TC/MAR/2020:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  
· Community Forum Police – No date has as yet been set for the next meeting.    
 
· Youth Club Trustees – The minutes of the Youth Club Trust were received.  Cllr Sidebottom advised that she did make a visit to the Youth Club on the evening of Friday 7th June.   She will be making a report to the Trustees on this visit.    

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meeting has been held 

· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor had not been able to attend this meeting at which the MK 2050 vision was discussed.  
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen reported that at the meeting of this Trust held in February three grants were awarded.  
· Cllr Day reported on the visit made by Ben Everitt MP to the Town Council.  The MP had been surprised at the range and scope of services offered by the Town Council. It was noted that he has a distinct view of what a market town is.  The MK East Development (Newport Hundreds) had been discussed. The Town Council has since written to him, requesting a Government contribution to Highways England to erect sound barriers around the M1 service station.    

ITEM 9.  TC/MAR/2020: DEVOLUTION – OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 

A report on the terms of reference and objectives of the Policy and Finance Committee was received and scrutinised.  

ITEM 10.  TC/MAR/2020: AGENDA, MINUTE AND APOLOGY PROCEDURE 

The above procedure had been amended by the Policy and Finance Committee, introducing the requirement for Councillors to consult with chairs of committees in addition to the clerk on absence from meeting and the introduction of new items on agendas, and to raise points of contention with chairs of committees prior to bring these to Full Council meetings.     

Resolved to accept the amendments to this policy 

Prop: PD     Sec:  PW	
ITEM 11.  TC/MAR/2020: EMERGENCY REQUIREMENTS TO DEAL WITH COVID-19.

The Council discussed what emergency procedures needed to be introduced in the event of staff being forced into isolation. 

Resolved to upgrade the clerk’s own personal laptop, to allow it to interface with the Town Council’s server and emails.

Further resolved, subject to the chair approving final costs, that the Town Council procures 3 further laptops to allow the vast majority of Council Staff to undertake work at home.   

Resolved to find the best possible solution for issuing payments to contractors, after speaking with the Council’s bank.
Finally resolved that, providing staff have been formally advised to self -isolate, they will be paid during the period of self-isolation. 
   
There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.20 pm. The date of the next meeting is 6th April 2020.     

     
	 




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

