NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL     


Minutes of the Sports and Recreation Stakeholder Meeting held at 7pm 

on Monday 25th November 2019 at 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:
Cllrs Paul Day (Arrived 7.08), Diane Kitchen and Phil Winsor
Co-opted Reps:
Bert McDonald (Assisted Swimming Club), Hari Bakhshi (NP Archers), Jerry Smith (Tennis), Ian and Julie Ford (NP Town Youth Football), Jan and Viv Wilson (Karate), David Tebbutt (Fishing) and Michael Howard (Table Tennis).
In attendance:
Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)


Lesley Donovan (RFO)

Tom Reed (General Manager– Places Leisure)

In the absence of Cllrs Lombardo (Chair) and Egan (Vice Chair) Cllr Winsor took the Chair.
ITEM 1 NOV 2019/SR:
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Bah-Pokawa, Lombardo, Purkiss and Egan.
Apologies were also received from Simon Churchman (Places Leisure), Sue Bunker (Archery), Bill Jones (Swimming), and Jackie Starkey and Val Price (Assisted Swimming).

ITEM 2 NOV 2019/SR:
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 NOV 2019/SR: 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.  

ITEM 4 NOV 2019/SR:
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 29th July 2019 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

ITEM 5 NOV 2019/SR: 
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
Ian reported that the club had met Chris last week and the draft plans had gone through. If Town Council approve the plans at a meeting in January, then the consultant will need a couple of months to carry out the site surveys. The Town Council will discuss any amendments they may wish to make with the Football Club. The planning application will be submitted probably in March. S106 money from the panning application for Tickford Fields has been agreed. MKC are also looking for partners to undertake the build or they may sell of the land entirely to one or more developers. The Cricket Club has been involved with the proposals, but not the Tennis Club. The Tennis Club is not so directly affected, unless additional facilities are provided that are shared, but the terms of the lease need to be agreed.
The Football Club are doing well, they are 3rd in the table, youth football teams are developing well and there is an increase in attendance and interest. They are intending to form a team for ladies next year.

The Town Clerk reported that a small football pitch had been planned at the Moulsoe development, but it had been suggested that this was relocated to the land adjacent to Willen Road and the planners are reviewing this as an option. 

ITEM 6 NOV 2019SR:
CRICKET CLUB
There was no report from the Cricket Club.

ITEM 7 NOV 2019/SR:
TENNIS CLUB
It was reported that although there had been a break in at the club.  Everything else was very positive. Membership had increased over the summer, mainly youngsters but some parents had joined too. The flyers that had been circulated seemed to have worked. The proposals regarding the Willen Road development don’t directly affect the tennis club but the club is happy to be involved in discussions.
Andy Hopcroft has left the club and no replacement has been found yet.

ITEM 8 NOV 2019/SR:
ASSISTED SWIMMING CLUB

The new hoist will be installed on 26th November. The club thanked the various organisations that had contributed to the funds to provide this including the Town Council, Places Leisure, the Rotary Club, the Lions Club, The Great Charity, and some members themselves.  The club would like to hold an official opening ceremony to thank those who have contributed. The club will liaise with Tom Reed and the mayor to arrange the ceremony and media cover.
The club is very successful and now have need for a further disabled changing room with toilet facilities for their members.

ACTION:
Assisted swimming club to liaise with Tom and the Town Council to arrange the opening ceremony for the new hoist.


Tom to investigate the matter of further changing facilities for the club.

ITEM 9 NOV 2019/SR:
SWIMMING CLUB

Bill Jones provided a written report stating that there were no issues at present. One of the members, Ellis Stevenson, has been awarded U18 Sports Award by MK Sports and will be representing the club at the Winter National Championships. Club swimmers are training hard for the County Championships in January and February.
ITEM 10 NOV 2019/SR:
SUB AQUA CLUB
There was no report from the Sub Aqua Club.


ITEM 11 NOV 2019/SR:
CARNIVAL COMMITTEE
There was no report from the Carnival Committee.
ITEM 12 NOV 2019/SR:
BOWLS CLUB AND OTHER SPORTS CLUBS
BOWLS CLUB:

The Town Clerk had discussed the opening of the car park for public use, but the club was worried that it could get taken over. The solution was to open the car park to some isolated retailers in the town, for the moment. 

There is a possibility that the Bowls Club may relocate to Tickford Fields and the consultant is looking into this. The Castle Meadow site could then be released for parking which would be a benefit to the vitality of the high street.
The club were looking at indoor and outdoor facilities, a clubhouse provision, and good disabled facilities. The intention would be to join these to a community centre facility to get the benefit of shared toilets. 
 ARCHERY CLUB:

NP Archers were formed 52 years ago. They have achieved high standards and their president was a medal winner in the Paralympics. The club shoot outside in the summer, and inside in the winter at Ousedale School, but at present have no outside facility.  
NP Archers are interested in the Lakes Lane site as a potential long-term base. There is a secluded area with good access and parking will be available for disabled members. The club are waiting for Archery GB to arrange for a range assessment. Once this is done the club will know what works are required and can proceed with the planning application. They are also looking into various sources of funding.
FISHING CLUB:
The Town Council met with members of the club a couple of weeks ago to discuss the club taking on the fishing rights at sections of the river in Riverside Meadows and Castle Meadows. The Property Committee will be looking at this at their meeting in January.

The club has been going for 130 years. They need to increase their membership, particularly junior membership. With the more accessible river sites, coaching and taster sessions they hope to increase memberships. The Football Club will liaise with the Fishing Club to try and make members aware of the opportunities available.
TABLE TENNIS CLUB:

Michael Howard reported that the club was doing well. They meet at Lovat Hall. Usually about 30 members attended sessions, a mixture of adults and youngsters. They are largely self-sufficient but did receive funding from the Harry Middleton fund towards tables.
The Town Clerk encouraged clubs to send photos and a few words to her for publication in Town Talk. Items needed by January 15th for the Spring edition.
The Mayor suggested informing the Town Council about tournaments and winning of trophies so the message can get to the wider population and encourage participation.

Other clubs recommended the Phonebox as a good way to advertise their organisations.
ITEM 13 NOV 2019/SR:
YOUTH CLUB 
Jan Wilson of the Karate club reported that she had taken over as an instructor in August when the previous instructor left. They run sessions at Green Park School and the Youth Club. They are trying to encourage membership of all ages. 
ITEM 14 NOV 2019/SR:
DATA PROTECTION
A Data Protection form was signed by the new members to allow the Town Council to hold their details.
ITEM 15 NOV 2019/SR:
PLACES LEISURE
15.1
Site Issues

Parking was again an issue at Middleton Centre especially at peak times such as swimming lessons. It was thought that local companies were again using the spaces. There is no chance to use any of Lovat Meadow. It is owned by MKC and they have plans for it. It was suggested that Places Leisure try and adopt a more formal parking scheme maybe using registration numbers.
ACTION:
Tom to investigate methods that could be introduced to control parking.

Tom is also waiting for a quote to address the tripping hazard of the kerb stones outside the centre.

15.2
Sports Day


Places Leisure are intending to run another Sports Day in partnership with Premier Sport. The provisional date is 11th July.


ACTION:
Tom to contact various cubs to get involved in the Sports 

Day.
.

15.3
Talk for Sport

The latest Talk for Sport sessions finished last week. Places Leisure run these sessions with support from Ousedale School and the Medical Centre. These sessions provide sporting activities aimed at helping young people with mental health concerns. 
ACTION:
Tom to consider making use of some of the other sporting clubs in the town.
15.4
Dealing with Dementia.

The swimming session on a Tuesday is becoming more popular and now has 6-8 people attending. 
There are also dementia friendly table tennis sessions starting at the Tickford Centre.
ITEM 16 NOV 2019/SR:
FUTURE OF THE SKATE PARK
There has been some discussion regarding developing an area at Hornbeam with facilities for learn to ride and some lower skate/cycle ramps thus providing an area suitable for scooters, bikes and skate boards, and suitable for a wider age range than the skate park which is limited to experienced skateboarders. 

 ITEM 17 NOV 2019/SR:
LONG TERM PLANNING

Tom reported that Places Leisure had had plans drawn up to provide a sauna/steam room and were waiting on quotes for building work and drainage. 

The Town Clerk pointed out that there would be s106 money available.


Simon Churchman is chasing the project team regarding development of the outside grass area.


ITEM 18 NOV 2019/SR:
FINANCE


The Places Leisure final accounts for the financial year ending 31st March 2019 were received. The Gain Share owed to the Town Council amounted to £28,458.

ITEM 19 NOV 2019/SR:
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The usual items to be included.
The next meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday 27th January 2020.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.53 pm.
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting

Signed: ……………………………………………………… Date:…………………………   5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


