NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Committee held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 17th September 2020 at 1 pm  

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom, and Steve Urwin.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
	
In the absence of both the chair and the vice chair of this meeting, it was agreed
that Cllr Pearson should take the chair.
 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/SEPT/2020: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Henderson, Hornblow and Winsor. 

ITEM 2.  BD/SEPT/ 2020:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/SEPT/ 2020:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
ITEM 4.  BD/SEPT/2020: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2020 as
a correct record of the meeting.

Prop:	RP 	Sec: SU

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 

ITEM 5.  BD/SEPT/2020:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 

5.1	WRSG site Tennis Club

	The committee received notes of the plans of the NP Tennis Club. There has been a significant increase in membership, and the Tennis Club have purchased fencing and lighting from another local club which they will be erecting to replace their existing fencing and floodlights. They are very interested in the new changing facilities that the refurbishment of WRSG will afford them,  but are keen that the Town Council ensures that their facility remains under lease with the Town Council and that their lease does not transfer to the Football Club. 

5.2	Notes of a meeting with the Football Association (FA) were received, regarding funding beyond that which the Town Council can supply for the WRSG site.  The FA did not seem as eager as perhaps they might be to invest in this site and there is no clarity as yet from NPTFC if they wish to proceed with making a funding bid to the FA.   The Town Council has choices to:
     	1) request Steve Associates to proceed with making plans for the limited site without the further requirements of the NPTFC. 
	2) request Steve Wells Associates to prepare a planning application for the larger scale site on the basis that this could potentially be scaled down later. 
	3) request Steve Wells Associates to prepare drawings for both options, and later submit the appropriate drawing to the Planning Authority. This will add slightly to the costs of project management. 
	4) not to issue any instruction at this time to Steve Wells Associates to forward the project, on the basis that a delay will bring more clarity to the matter.   

	Resolved to pursue option 4 to not issue instruction to the Council’s sports contractor at this time.

	Prop: DK	Sec: RP 

5.3	Notes of a meeting with NPTFC were received.   

5.4	It was noted that the outline Planning Application for the Tickford Fields Farm site has been approved.  

5.5	Tickford Fields Farm site - Bowls Club  
There has been no further update from the Bowls Club regarding their revised requirements to fit within the budget available.       
      
ITEM 6.   BD/SEPT/2020: BURY COMMON 

Objective: To monitor Milton Keynes Council’s efforts to achieve all aspects of the Bury Common management plan.  

A date has been set for a further walk about the Common with Peter Beer of MKC.  He advised that the vast majority of the works on the management plan will be finished by then.  He is also still pursuing the possible devolution of the Common. 

ITEM 7.   BD/SEPT/2020:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

The clerk updated the committee on changes to the s106 report. 

Action: The clerk to follow up with Sarah Evans at MKC to establish whether the medical centre s106 funding from the Redrow Development could be used to fund additional staff.  Once this has been established a meeting with the NP Medical Centre is required to determine how and when they will be using such funding.   
	 		
ITEM 8. BD/SEPT/2020:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

8.1	Hornbeam Play Area/Cycle Park
	 
	It was noted that the s106 funding already received for the Hornbeam site would have to be returned if funding was not found for completing this project. 
The complaint made to Sport England about the way in which the Town Council’s funding bid had been handled was now in the hands of an external agent, Verita Ltd. This body was employed by the Lottery organisation and not by Sport England and so it would be a completely independent review.  

Resolved to apply for a second tranche of s106 funding to fund the balance of the project if funding from Sport England was not forthcoming.  

Prop: DK	sec: RP

Post Meeting Note:   An electronic meeting held later on 17th September with Sport England offered the possible opportunity to rework the project to make it somewhat more acceptable to Sport England.  The clerk will be working on this to determine what might be possible.    

8.2	Riverside Meadow

	The refurbished play area at Riverside Meadow has now been procured.  It was hoped this could be completed by Christmas. It will include a new zip wire, Buckaneer net climbing tower, and new items for toddlers as well as a hopscotch worm. 
 
	
8.3	 Milton Drive Play Area

	The tree replacement working group had recommended that this play area be dismantled, as much of the equipment was of poor quality, and that the park become a flowering tree orchard with cherry and crab apple species. 
	 
	Resolved to approve this course of action, with repairs taking place to under-surfacing, the removal of play equipment in poor condition, and additional picnic tables and chairs being erected on the refurbished hard standing.

Prop: DK	Sec: RP

 
ITEM 9.   BD/SEPT/2020:  NEW OBJECTIVE 

The committee considered whether it should set a new objective.  It decided to explore an option to insert a new section into Town Talk that would help to advertise the Town Centre.  This could include discount codes, store vouchers, news of sales or new products, news of new shops, etc.  Cllr Carman mentioned that his wife had put together a document about what to buy and what to do in Newport Pagnell.  This could help to form the basis of a first flyer for inclusion in the December edition of Town Talk.  

Action: Cllrs Urwin, Kitchen and Sidebottom to informally discuss ideas, and then to work with the clerk to see what could feasibly be achieved to create a new flyer to include in Town Talk. This will necessitate communicating with  local businesses to advise what kind of promotion would be most appropriate given limitations on the size of the flyer.

Action: Cllr Carman to send the clerk the document his wife had prepared.    

ITEM 10.   BD/SEPT/2020: APPRENTICESHIP  

Kim Peacock has been appointed as the Council’s new Financial Apprentice.  Because she started her apprenticeship on 1st September, the clerk has been successful in applying for the new apprenticeship levy to the value of £1,500. This will be received in part this year and in part on completion of the apprenticeship.  The Town Council will be paying the apprentice’s salary, and Milton Keynes Council will be paying for the apprenticeship training college.     


ITEM 11.   BD/SEPT/2020: FINANCE AND BUDGET

There were no issues with the July income and expenditure statements. 


ITEM 12.   BD/SEPT/2020: TRANSFER OF PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

An update was received on the works being undertaken by MKC solicitors regarding the transfer of the remaining parks and play areas not as yet owned by the Town Council. It is possible that the Kingfisher Park will be transferred soon, as the developers who own the site have agreed to transfer it to MKC.  

ITEM 13.   BD/SEPT/2020: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Resolved that the usual items would appear on the next agenda.  

Prop: RP

There being no further business the meeting ended at 2.31 pm. 

The date of the next meeting is 12th November 2020.   
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