NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a Virtual meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 23 September 2020 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell


Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
	
		

ITEM 1 SEP 2020/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

ITEM 2 SEP 2020/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 SEP 2020/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

ITEM 4 SEP 2020/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 19th August 2020 and 2nd September 2020 were agreed as a true record.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

		Meeting 2 Sep 2020 - Minute 4.1.3 - The Chairman reported that he had been contacted by the developer regarding planning application 20/01996/FUL, a three-storey extension to the existing building on the former Aston Martin site. TPEM had considered this application at its previous meeting and had raised concerns about the use of zinc wall cladding rather than brickwork for the extension. The developer had drawn attention to the MKC conservation officer’s report stating that MKC would rather see a blend of contrasting materials, rather than matching brickwork, in order to differentiate between old and new. After some discussion the majority of members felt that, as the building was deteriorating and in urgent need of refurbishment, the project should not be unnecessarily hindered. 

		Resolved to withdraw the Town Council’s concerns regarding the use of zinc wall cladding to the three-storey extension and instead to leave the issue for the MKC case officer and conservation officer to deal with.

		Prop: PW	Sec:  ML

ITEM 5 SEP 2020/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
		20/01941/FUL	Single storey rear extension to shop, 114 High Street
20/02142/FUL	Change of use of a building from Use Class E, formerly B1(a) offices and extension to accommodate 3 residential flats at first floor level and office and retail use at ground floor level, 1 Station Road
20/02118/DISCON	Details submitted pursuant to the discharge of condition 5 (roof materials) relating to application 16/00152/FUL, 49 Silver Street  
20/02193/CLUP	Certificate of Lawfulness for the loft conversion, 65 Wolverton Road  
20/02209/FUL	First floor side extension above garage and study (resubmission of 20/01720/FUL), 4 Alexandra Drive      
20/02218/FUL 	Proposed single storey front, side and rear extension, 2 Carlton Close  
20/02242/PANB1C	Prior notification for the change of use of first and second floor to create 3 x 1 bed flats (Use Class C3). Existing windows on the north and south elevations to serve each of the proposed rooms, 14 The Green   
20/02243/TCA	Notification of intention to 1 x Mature Silver Maple located in the rear garden - crown raise to approximately 4.6m over the garden and 3.5m over the access road. The tree is outgrowing its location and encroaching the surrounding areas, 12 Tankard Close

5.1.1	20/02221/FUL - Loft conversion & single storey side/rear extension, 1 Bury Avenue - The Committee objected to this application on the grounds that the proposed dormer window on the rear elevation would be unsightly and would have an adverse effect on the typical profile of a row of Victorian terraced houses.
The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination
		
		5.2	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

		ITEM 6 SEP 2020/TP:	LICENCE APPLICATIONS

The Committee had no objections to the Street Trading Consent application from Coffee Blue Milton Keynes West Ltd to trade Boroughwide Monday to Sunday 09:00 to 12:00

ITEM 7 SEP 2020/TP:	DRAFT MILTON KEYNES PLANNING OBLIGATIONS SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT	

The Committee received the officers’ draft consultation response to the Planning Obligations SPD 

Resolved to approve the response to the consultation on the draft Milton Keynes Planning Obligations SPD

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

Action:  Deputy Clerk to submit the Town Council’s formal response

ITEM 8 AUG 2020/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2020/21:

8.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

There were no public transport issues

8.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

8.2.1	Cllr Lombardo drew attention parking violation issues around the Market Hill roundabout area particularly on the ‘Keep Clear’ area opposite the main bus stop. He added that buses were also parking there illegally. It was agreed that more enforcement was required in this area.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to flag with MKC parking enforcement

8.2.2	The Chairman also flagged illegal parking in Union Street where drivers were regularly parking on double yellow lines outside the tattoo shop. He added that there were the usual issues outside the schools, particularly in Wordsworth Avenue during pick up/drop off times. Again, better enforcement was needed.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to flag with MKC parking enforcement

8.2.3	The Chairman reported on his productive discussions with the new regional operations director at Welcome Break (WB) regarding the outstanding service area issues such as fence repairs, HGV noise, security barriers, accumulating litter, Tesla drivers’ parking, etc. Much progress had been achieved with WB’s co-operation. Further, MKC have now removed the white-painted parking bays on Little Linford Lane and the double yellow lines are now continuous along this stretch of road, thus removing the bottleneck.

8.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

	There were no environmental issues.
	
8.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

8.4.1	The Committee received and approved the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group virtual meeting on 10 September 2020. It was noted that the 6-week pre-submission consultation on the modified Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan began on 1st September 2020.

8.4.2	It was noted that outline planning application 20/00133/OUTEIS in respect of the Tickford Fields Farm site was considered by the Development Control Committee on 3 September and that outline permission was granted subject to two conditions. Cllr Clarke said that whilst there was a condition preventing construction traffic from approaching the site from North Crawley and Cranfield, there was no such condition to include Chicheley Street which, he said, was totally unsuitable for construction traffic.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to flag with MKDP’s Tim Roxburgh
	
8.4.3	The Committee noted that two samples of the wayfinding signs were delivered to NPTC offices by the artists and a full-size replica of the signs has been constructed by officers. The replica sign will be displayed outside the NP Medical Centre on Thursday and Friday afternoon this week to enable councillors to choose their preferred design.

8.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

8.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

The Committee received and noted the August report on the activities of the ranger, including the weedkilling and litter picking maps.

ITEM 9 SEP 2020/TPM:  	JD WETHERSPOON, 18-22 ST JOHN STREET

The Committee received a copy of an email from the agents acting for Wetherspoon’s. At the end of last year the agents submitted an application to divert the public right of way through the site but unfortunately, because of Covid-related delays, MKC are unable to fulfil their statutory obligations to advertise the proposed order. This is due to public places such as libraries being closed because of the pandemic. The Committee agreed that any further delays could lead to Wetherspoon’s abandoning its investment in the town.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to take this up with MKC’s Tracy Darke

ITEM 10 SEP 2020/TP:	GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON PLANNING CHANGES

10.1	The Committee received the Town Council’s draft response to the consultation on the government’s proposed radical changes to the English planning system, including the potential implications for neighbourhood plans. The response was in the form of a letter to the local MP setting out the Town Council’s concerns about the proposals.  The Committee commended the Town Clerk for drafting such a comprehensive document and approved the draft response subject to the following amendments:

1. Page 1, Faster Planning Decisions – Omit the last paragraph “One way to help free up planning officers’ time for large scale projects is to make it lawful for Parish Councils meeting certain criteria such as a qualified clerk and trained councillors, to be given authority to approve minor applications such as extensions”

2. Page 3, Model Design Codes – Add to last sentence “…with poor access to transport or facilities such as schools, medical centres, leisure facilities, etc”

	Resolved to approve the draft response to the government’s consultation on changes to the planning system in England incorporating the above two amendments

	 Prop: PW	Sec:  RC

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to submit the Town Council’s formal response

10.2	Cllr Day said that he had no feedback to report following his recent participation in the MKC training on the proposed changes to permitted development rights and the proposed planning system changes.

ITEM 11 SEP 2020/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2020/21 Month 5 budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.37pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 28th October 2020 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 7th October 2020, also via Zoom.


7
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
