NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a Virtual meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 28 Octobber 2020 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
			4 members of the public
	
ITEM 1 OCT 2020/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

ITEM 2 OCT 2020/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 OCT 2020/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Four members of the public attended the meeting to voice their concerns about road safety in Tickford Street (TS) and the implications for parking of any new scheme to introduce restrictions. Milton Keynes Council had recently issued preliminary proposals for consultation but these were not yet in the public domain so could not be discussed in open session.

The residents said that speeding drivers had long been an issue in TS and residents had petitioned for a 20mph limit, SIDs and improved signage. They were also concerned that MKC were proposing to introduce parking restrictions that would reduce parking provision for residents near their homes and displace parking to other areas.

The Chairman explained that the Town Council had applied pressure to MKC to address the road safety and parking issues in TS and there had been a meeting with MKC and their consultants earlier in the year, as a result of which these draft proposals had been drawn up. He added that the TS residents’ concerns were noted and would be fed back to MKC as part of the consultation process. Draft 2 of the proposals would then be drawn up for further consultation.

ITEM 4 OCT 2020/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd September 2020 and 7th October 2020 were agreed as a true record.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

		ITEM 5 OCT 2020/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
20/02425/NMA	Non material amendment to planning application 19/00111/FUL (to add a new obscure glazed window in the side elevation serving the bathroom), 9 Shipley Road
20/02441/FUL	Garage conversion and replacement of rear window with glazed double doors, 4 Elthorne Way  
20/02350/FUL	Single storey side extension, Pavillion, Willen Road Sports Ground 
20/02324/FUL	Single storey rear extension, side extension and front porch extension including demolition of garage; attached store/utility and detached outbuilding, 16 Willen Road 
20/02465/FUL	Construction of 2 semi-detached dwellings, Land to The Rear of 26 High Street   
20/02479/FUL	Two storey side extension, 9 Thomas Drive  
20/02484/EIASCO	EIA Scoping opinion for proposed development to the east of the M1 motorway, south of Newport Pagnell   
20/02490/FUL	First floor side extension above garage and change side door to a window, 56 Westbury Lane
20/02493/CLUP	Certificate of lawfulness for proposed loft conversion with rear dormer and 3no. front roof lights, 16 Annesley Road  
20/02530/FUL	Demolition of existing conservatory and single storey rear extension. Proposed single storey front and rear extensions including new porch, 23 Eliot Close  
20/02531/FUL	Extension to garage and conversion into an office, 17 Hopton Grove
20/02535/CLUP	Certificate of Lawfulness for the garage conversion, 17 Hopton Grove
20/02544/FUL	First floor side extension above existing converted garage, 24 Little Linford Lane
20/02557/FUL	Proposed replacement single storey rear extension, 5 Lovat Street  
20/02573/FUL	Proposed two storey extension and single storey rear extension, 45 Tabard Gardens

5.1.1	20/02550/FUL - Rear extension to garage and conversion into utility room, w/c and office/snug, 31 Tennyson Drive   - The Committee had no objections in principle to this application but noted that a window in the new extension would be facing No.8 Browning Close and in relatively close proximity to that property. The Committee therefore asked that obscure glazing be used in this window, or alternatively a rooflight added, to overcome the privacy issue.
		
		5.2	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

		ITEM 6 OCT 2020/TP:	PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

The Chairman updated the committee on the status of the Red House pub and a number of other outstanding planning enforcement issues. He said that a response to his last email to MKC had not been forthcoming so would like the matter escalated to Jonathan Palmer, MKC Head of Planning.

Action:  Deputy Clerk 

ITEM 7 OCT 2020/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2020/21:

7.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30 day period

7.1.1	Cllr Lombardo stated that he was now sitting on the Milton Keynes Bus Users Group (MKBUG) and had recently been appointed Membership Secretary of that organisation. He was also involve in demand-related transport. 

7.1.2	The Chairman raised the issue of Lime electric scooters being abandoned on footways and redways, causing obstructions to pedestrians. Ben Everitt MP had recently been promoting the e-scooters as an environmentally friendly and safe way of getting around, and the Committee agreed that he should be made aware of the issue.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to write to the MP’s secretary

7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.2.1	The Committee noted that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) was now available for deployment, with the Ranger and Assistant Property Officer having undertaken the necessary training. The committee agreed that Tickford street, Little Linford Lane and other feeder roads should be given priority.

	Action:  Councillors to put forward suggestions on suitable locations for the deployment of the SID

7.2.2	Cllr Pearson drew attention to the unsafe and unsightly mess at the bus stop outside Lidl near the M1 bridge on Wolverton Road. Temporary pedestrian matting had been provided over the roadstone but it needed to be made good and resurfaced urgently.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk to contact MKC Highways

7.2.3	The Chairman was concerned at the badly fading white lining around the town, giving as an example the mini roundabout at the junction of Wordsworth and Marlow. He said that this issue required urgent attention as the lack of clear road markings was a serious safety hazard.
	
Action:  Deputy Clerk to contact MKC Highways

7.2.4	The Chairman reported that the timber acoustic barriers above the M1 bridge on Wolverton Road were incomplete because of the ongoing work to the bridge parapets.

7.2.5	Members were reminded that any issues that needed to be reported to MKC should be directed through the office, not via individual councillors.

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

	There were no environmental issues.
	
7.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

7.4.1	The Committee noted that the 6-week pre-submission consultation on the modified Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan had ended and that the results were being collated for presentation at the next NPIG meeting on 5 November.
	
7.4.2	The Committee noted that the Chairman and Alan Mills had recently inspected each of the proposed locations for the six waymarking signs, using the mock-up sign to assess their suitability.

7.4.3	Cllr Day commented on the number of recent planning applications relating to home working, which was becoming increasingly popular during the current pandemic. He added that this may have implications for future applications in terms of parking provision, with clients attending meetings, etc. The Chairman said that this was something that could be addressed in Version 3 of the NP Neighbourhood Plan.

7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

The Committee received and noted the September report on the activities of the ranger. The Charman expressed concern that no feedback is being provided on the status of works instructed by councillors to be carried out by the ranger.

Action:  Property Clerk to ensure councillors are provided with update reports

ITEM 8 OCT 2020/TPM:	CONSULTATION ON PARKING ENFORCEMENT

The Committee received a copy of the notes of a meeting between parish representatives and Sara Bailey, Head of Parking Enforcement at MKC, together with a questionnaire for completion and return to the Town Clerk. Sara had outlined the options available to parish councils if they wished to participate in a parking camera/parking attendant scheme sharing with other parishes.

The Committee discussed at length the options and the costs associated with sharing either a parking attendant or a camera. Opinion was split as to the viability and cost effectiveness of the proposals, but it was acknowledged that the current severe budgetary constraints would preclude any funds being committed to the scheme until at least 2022/23.

The Chairman suggested it was possible that a viable arrangement could be devised with other parishes whereby parking attendants would visit schools and other parking hotspots in the town for say 4 hours per week at staggered times. However, it was pointed out that the scheme would be additional parking enforcement over and above what was already provided and perhaps there was scope for existing enforcement in the town to be improved so that the service was fit for purpose.

The option of a parking camera was also discussed. The notes of the meeting with Sara Bailey suggested that the camera is able to issue tickets automatically, but there was some scepticism about this and also the camera’s ability to identify blue badge holders. The Deputy Clerk was asked to clarify this with MKC.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to contact Sara Bailey

The Committee agreed that the Chairman, assisted by the Deputy Clerk, would complete the questionnaire after having established from MKC or their contractor specific details of the current service provided, against which the proposals for additional enforcement can be measured.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to obtain information from MKC/contractor
Action:  Cllr Winsor and Deputy Clerk to complete questionnaire	

ITEM 9 OCT 2020/TPM:	TICKFORD STREET PARKING REVIEW PHASE 1

Having earlier listened to the concerns of a number of residents of Tickford Street, the Committee received details of the proposed parking and safety improvements for Tickford Street from Priory Street to Vantage Court

The Committee resolved that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Exclusion of the public in accordance with section1(2) and by reason of the confidential nature of the business, the public and press would be excluded from the following agenda items for the reason(s) of them relating to an individual/s sensitive information, or because they include information on confidential negotiations.

Prop: PW	Sec: RC 

Resolved to feedback the above comments to MKC Highways as part of the consultation process for Phase 1 of the proposed works, highlighting the fact that tackling the speeding issue is of greater concern to Tickford Street residents than placing restrictions on parking.

Prop: PW	Sec: PD 
 
ITEM 10 OCT 2020/TPM:	DRAFT BIODIVERSITY SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT

The Committee received from Milton Keynes Council copies of the consultation documents relating to the draft Biodiversity SPD, which will provide technical guidance throughout the planning process and supplements the policies within the Environment, Biodiversity and Geodiversity chapter of Plan:MK. The SPD will enable the implementation of Policy NE2, NE3 and other policies of the Plan:MK and will be considered a material consideration in the determination of planning applications submitted to MKC. 

Resolved to support the introduction of the Biodiversity SPD, a well-constructed document that will benefit the environment.

Prop: RC	Sec: PW 


ITEM 11 OCT 2020/TPM:	CONSULTATION ON REMOVAL OF PAYPHONE

The Committee received from MKC details of BT’s proposal to remove their payphone at the junction of The Green and Marsh End Road. BT maintain that overall use of payphones has declined by over 90 per cent in the last decade and the need to provide payphones for use in emergency situations is diminishing all the time, with at least 98 per cent of the UK having mobile coverage.  This is important because as long as there is mobile network coverage, it’s possible to call the emergency services, even when there is no coverage from people’s own mobile network provider. Also, Ofcom’s affordability report found that most people no longer view payphones as essential for consumers in most circumstances.

Resolved to support the removal of the payphone at the junction of The Green and Marsh End Road

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 12 OCT 2020/TPM:  	JD WETHERSPOON, 18-22 ST JOHN STREET

The Committee received a copy of an email from the Rights of Way Officer at MKC regarding Wetherspoons’ application for the footpath diversion. The RoW Officer has now received delegated authority to make the order, and MKC has in place all the necessary requirements to start making orders in general, in particular a dedicated front window at Civic Offices to display the Public Notice (Civic Offices itself remains closed to the public). The RoW Officer has asked for confirmation of whereabouts in the town the Public Notice should be displayed. The Committee agreed that there should be a copy displayed on the noticeboard outside the library (opposite the development) and a further copy on the noticeboard outside the NPTC offices at 80 High Street.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to advise RoW Officer

The Committee further noted that the RoW Officer is currently in discussions with the developer regarding some specific details of the footpath route which need to be included in the order.  Once received she will send instructions to MKC legal to make the order. She has promised to keep the Town Council updated on progress and will be in touch when she has a date for advertising. 

ITEM 13 OCT 2020/TPM:	CHANGES TO BUS SERVICE CONTRACTS

The Committee received and noted a copy of a letter from Cllr Lauren Townsend, Cabinet Member for Sustainability & Transport at MKC addressed to Grant Shapps, Secretary of State for Transport, regarding changes to bus service contracts and the future of public transport in Milton Keynes.

ITEM 14 OCT 2020/TP:	BUDGETS

14.1	The Committee received and noted the 2020/21 Month 6 budget report.

14.2	The Committee received and noted a copy of the base budget for 2021/22, approved by the Policy and Finance Committee, and noted that no projects will be added unless there are exceptional reasons for including them. The Committee reaffirmed its duty to make savings on budget wherever possible.

14.3	The Committee noted that a 12% increase in Precept had been set but could be amended anytime up to January 2021, should another lockdown of leisure occur for any reason.  Assuming a 5% decrease in the tax base, this will increase the precept per D band householder by £24.20 per annum, or slightly less than 50p per week.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 25th November 2020 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 11th November 2020, also via Zoom.


7
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
