NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 9th November 2020 at 8.00 pm 
Using Zoom conferencing 


Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Sue Garner, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	 

ITEM 1.  TC/NOV/2020:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllr Mark Lombardo and Cllr Euan Henderson sent belated apologies.  

ITEM 2.  TC/NOV/2020:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared.  

ITEM 3. TC/NOV/2020:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/NOV/2020:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Virtual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 12th October 2020 as a true record of the meeting. 

	Prop: RC	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

4.2	The Aston Martin Heritage Trust has made positive contact with MK College to help flesh out their Business Plan with additional educational benefit to the community.   

ITEM 5. TC/NOV/2020:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The chairman reported on Mayoral activity since the last meeting. As always, he continues to interact with townsfolk via social media and online messages. However, the pandemic and the latest lockdown has meant most physical events have been cancelled and even an outdoor event that was due to happen was postponed owing to the heavy rain.  So it remains a quiet time for mayoral activities but he has attended the following:

· Tuesday 27 October  - attended the town museum as it reopened with COVID secure measures in place.

· Saturday 31 October - with Jane Carr ran a Halloween competition on the Chit Chat Facebook group

· Wednesday 4 November -  visited the Apetito depot in town, which provides meals on wheels across Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire.

· Sunday 8 November - laid the town council wreath in advance and featured in the CRMK online remembrance event to avoid unnecessary assembling during lockdown.

The Vice Chair reported that he will be attending the AGM at the Brooklands Centre on 12th November 2020.    


ITEM 6.  TC/NOV/2020:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Virtual Meeting dated 28th October 2020.  It was noted that Milton Keynes Council (MKC)  had asked the Town Council not to share a report they had provided on parking. Accordingly, the TPEM committee went into confidential session, excluding the press and the public, but it was felt that it was necessary to explain this as the reason for entering a confidential part of the meeting. 

Action: The Clerk to assist the TPEM committee in finding a form of words suitable for the minutes of this meeting.     

b) Town Planning Interim Virtual Meeting – 7th October 2020

c) Policy and Finance Virtual Meeting minutes – 26th October 2020.  

d) Property Management Virtual Meeting minutes – 7th October  2020. 

e) Public Relations and Events Virtual Meeting minutes – 14th October 2020.  

f) Allotment Virtual Meeting minutes – 20th October 2020.


ITEM 7.  TC/NOV /2020:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – Cllr Lombardo had left a message reporting that no local police forum had been held, although an area forum had taken place.

· Youth Club Trustees – No meetings had been scheduled    

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meetings had been scheduled.  Cllr Winsor’s name had been put forward by MKALC to sit on the Parish Advisory Group (PAG) and this had been supported by NPTC, but to date this nomination had not been accepted.   

Action: Cllr Day to enquire of the relevant MKC member what the delay was in appointing parish members to the PAG.

· MK ALC – No further meeting had been scheduled.

· Education Trust – meetings only take place quarterly, and the last one was held a month ago.

· The Town Clerk’s position on the NALC Larger Council’s Committee has been extended by one year.

Resolved to approve the Town Clerk continuing to sit on this committee as a representative of NPTC.     

Prop: PD	  Sec: PG   

· Notes of a meeting held with Newport Pagnell South Ward Councillors were received. Their efforts in respect of a Freedom of Information request and discussions with MKC on the issue of funding for Middleton Pool were gratefully received. 

· It was also noted that the Newport Pagnell North Ward Councillors had not responded to a request to meet with NPTC. 

Action: The clerk to continue to press for a meeting to take place.      


ITEM 8.  TC/NOV/2020:  LEISURE SERVICE COSTS  

8.1	The latest lockdown from 5th November to 2nd December will force a further shutdown of Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre. It was reported that Places Leisure are proposing a ‘soft’ lockdown, which means that whilst filtration frequencies are reduced, water temperature is maintained at a reasonable level, so as not to incur a slow re-opening period.  The clerk explained that the offer NPTC had made to Places Leisure to reopen the pool was a set figure that had been limited to a 5% variation on forecasted numbers and that NPTC had not agreed to increase the payments for any further lockdowns.  No doubt in due course further discussions will be held with Places Leisure on the subject.   It was hoped that the lockdown would end on the 2nd December, as this would allow Milton Keynes to move back into a Tier 1 or Tier 2 restriction which would not affect Leisure Services.  The meeting agreed that there would be little point in holding the Stakeholder’s meeting planned for the end of November 2020 as everyone was in lockdown.  

	Action: As and when Places Leisure approach the Town Council again, the clerk will reconstitute the Leisure Working Group, who will meet in advance of any further meetings with Places Leisure.  

8.2	An update was given by Cllr Day on a meeting held with Ben Everitt MP.  
	The following matters were discussed at the meeting:
· The need to keep Leisure Services open even under a Tier 3 Covid-19 lockdown, in a Lancaster style deal. Ben Everitt MP had been very supportive of this, but unfortunately the national lockdown had taken place just a few days later.
· Parish concerns about grant funding issued by the Government to Principal Authorities not filtering down to parishes who run borough-wide services.  Part of this is because some Government Grants were issued under the restrictions of Section 47 of the Local Government Finance Act which prohibited grants being passed to parish councils, but another part of the problem is because other Government Grants issued to principal authorities were not ringfenced and there was no criteria forcing principal authorities to consider parish services, resulting in principal authorities hoarding these Government Grants for themselves.  Specifics of these problems were passed to Ben Everitt MP in a detailed email.
· Delays to a boundary review of the new MK East Development.
· Concerns about the Government’s White Paper on changes to the Planning System, particularly around the timing of developer contributions, which would not have to be paid until occupancy of the new homes.      	

Ben Everitt MP had mentioned that he was grateful for the information 
passed to him, and that he currently felt that there was a gap in communication between his office and Milton Keynes Council.  

ITEM 9.  TC/NOV/2020:  LOCKDOWN MEASURES

A report was received on the measures the Town Council is taking for the current lockdown. These include: 
· Keeping the Youth Club open for the pre-school
· Closing all community centres as per Government Guidance
· Closing the Leisure Centre
· Keeping Allotment Services open
· Retaining the Farmer’s Market, but only for stalls selling essential goods
· Keeping the public toilets open 
· Continuing to collect waste from dog bins 
· Ranger services continuing through this lockdown
· Keeping open parks 
· Not closing play areas, as there is no requirement to do so under this lockdown. 
· Continuing to conduct electronic Council meetings
· Maintaining a skeleton staff at the Council offices, with most staff working some days from home. However, the property team will continue to function in the work environment as much of their work cannot be completed from home.  

ITEM 10.  TC/NOV/2020:  COVID-19 MARSHALLS

Covid-19 Marshalls had been raised as a topic by Cllr McCall at the Ward Councillor meeting, and he had advised that NPTC and other parishes could receive £10,000 from MKC for engaging a Covid-19 Marshall.  It was not clear what such a marshall would do, although this would appear to involve enforcement.  The Town Council has been approached about Covid-19 volunteers, but this is a separate volunteering function that does not relate to marshalls. 

Action: The clerk to obtain further details from MKC about the role and function of Covid-19 Marshalls.  

ITEM 11.  TC/NOV/2020: CARNIVAL COMMITTEE

Resolved to put forward Cllr Lombardo as a nominee to be considered by the Carnival Committee as the Town Council’s representative on that committee. 

Prop: PD	Sec: DK  
 
There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.46 pm. The date of the next meeting is to be arranged.     




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

