NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Committee held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 18th January 2021 at 10.30 am. 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Euan Henderson (Vice Chair,) Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor (Chair).  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JAN/2021: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Richard Pearson and Joan Sidebottom. 

ITEM 2.  BD/JAN/ 2021:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/JAN/ 2021:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
ITEM 4.  BD/JAN/2021: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 
2020 as a correct record of the meeting.

Prop:	EH 	Sec: PW

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 

ITEM 5.  BD/JAN/2021:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 


5.1	WRSG 

	The committee received an update from Steve Wells Associates about the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s (NPTFC’s) response to the Town Council’s decision to go ahead with a plan for the site that did not involve funding from the Football Association or Sport England, and relied purely on funding which the Town Council would obtain from s106 agreements. 

	Whilst this viewpoint was appreciated by NPFTC, the club was unhappy about exactly how the funding would be spent.  They proposed an alternative whereby they paid for the upgrade to their own changing facilities, but the s106 funding was spent on an additional artificial grass pitch.   According to Chris Frogett of Steve Well’s Associates this was feasible given the sum of money that would be available.    
 
	Resolved to agree that Chris Frogett work up the plans according to this option.  

	Prop: PW 	Sec: IC 

5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

Notes of a meeting with the Bowls Club were received.  The clerk advised that the Bowls Club had now been clear as to their first preference for the site:  Instead of indoor rink provision, they were now looking to have two outdoor six link greens, one grass, one an artificial green. The two outdoor greens will be six rinks each. The Bowls Club also wanted their own entrance to the site, and their own toilets, but were prepared to share a party wall with a community/health and wellbeing facility.  A ballpark costing of approximately £140,000 for the outdoor six rink all weather green had been given to the Town Council.   

Resolved to agree to commission Steve Well’s Associates to draw up plans and estimated costs for the community centre/sports club, exterior facilities and parking for this site.  

Prop: PW		Sec: EH
 
      
ITEM 6.   BD/JAN/2021: BURY COMMON 

Objective: To monitor Milton Keynes Council’s efforts to achieve all aspects of the Bury Common management plan.  

The notes of the last walk on Bury Common were received. No work on the common had been undertaken by Milton Keynes Council (MKC) since the previous visit despite promises that it would be completed.   Peter Beer of MCK had however, been very keen that the Town Council take ownership of the site.  A proposal from Cllr Henderson was received that the Town Council progress towards taking ownership, by obtaining accurate costings for the maintenance of the common according to a specification, providing the Defra Grant was transferred along with the land, and providing some funding was attached to the land for the works that MKC should have completed and have not undertaken.  These to include yellow rattle seeding, removal of dead trees, path clearance and improvements to the Lakes Lane entrances to the common. It was noted that MKC receive a total of £31,810 from Defra for keeping this site as wet meadow land, of which £15,269 is passed on to the commoner’s association.  Possibilities for silage of hay, or other farming on the site, were discussed, but these would only be possible once the Defra Grant has ended in a few years’ time. There may also be the option to apply for one of the new Environmental Grants that are becoming available.    

Resolved to recommend to Full Council that the Town Council offers to take ownership of Bury Common as soon as possible, providing funding for refurbishment and the Defra Grant funding comes goes hand in hand with the land. 

Prop: EH	Sec: RH

Action: The clerk to firm up the annual costs of maintaining the common and to agree with Cllr Henderson the exact specification and requirements for funding associated with the transfer, before writing to MKC with the Council’s offer. 

ITEM 7.   BD/JAN/2021:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

7.1	The committee received the updated s106 report. 

7.2	The draft MoU for the Tickford Fields Farm site was received.  It was noted that this did not fully comply with the Neighbourhood Plan and fell short of the s106 discussions that had been held with MKC. 

	Resolved to delegate to the Town Clerk the responsibility of writing a response to the draft, indicating how the Town Council would like the draft MoU to be amended. 

	Prop: PW	Sec: EH

7.3	Cllr Garner, in her role as school governor, had discussed the available s106 funding for Ousedale School with the Acting Head.  The school will be taking up the matter with Milton Keynes Council.         
 
	 		
ITEM 8. BD/JAN/2021:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

8.1	Hornbeam Play Area/Cycle Park
	 
The clerk updated the committee on the revised bid to Sport England for the Hornbeam Cycle Park.  This has now passed stage one in the process, and the clerk is almost ready to submit the stage two application, pending only a response from MKC on the pre-planning application.  The amount requested has been lowered to approximately £46,000 to ensure that the application is assessed under the small grant scheme which gives a higher chance of success.   The new bid will include the provision of volunteer training to the cadre of young people who had all showed interest in volunteering to teach others to cycle at the site, and will involve holding certain cycling events and learn to cycle sessions on site, which will be conducted, it is hoped, by the ranger.   

	Resolved to approve applying for the second stage for the grant funding from Sport England, and to also apply for an additional sum of approximately £26,900 from s106 funding to fund the difference, so that the Challenge Track can also be built on site at the same time.

Prop: EH	Sec: PW  


8.2	Riverside Meadow

	The refurbished play area at Riverside Meadow is now complete. 
	
8.3	 Milton Drive Play Area

	A plan for the site refurbishment was received.  

	Resolved to agree the plan, subject to removal of the picnic table and replacement with two benches, and the extension of the path to the other side of the hard surface area.  

	Prop: EH	Sec IC  

	Action: The clerk to go out to tender on the revised plan, and to apply to Ward Councillors for Ward Councillor Funding for this site.  

	  
ITEM 9.   BD/JAN/2021:  TOWN RECOVERY

Cllrs Kitchen shared information on her discussions with retailers, who generally were in favour of the idea of special event shopping (weekend/day/evening) supported by named retailers and the Town Council’s advertising.  The difficulty is getting retailers to talk to each other about it.  It was suggested that instead of a business association the concept is called NP Networking.  Cllr Kitchen is also keen to bring back the ‘Coocoo in the Nest’ concept. 

Action: Cllr Kitchen will continue to follow up these ideas with retailers.    
 
ITEM 10.   BD/JAN/2021: FINANCE AND BUDGET

There were no issues with the November income and expenditure statements. 

ITEM 12.   BD/JAN/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Resolved that the usual items would appear on the next agenda.  
Prop: EH	Sec: PW	

There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.50 am. 

The date of the next meeting is 15th March 2021.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


