NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a Virtual meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 20 January 2021 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)

	
ITEM 1 JAN 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Joan Sidebottom.

ITEM 2 JAN 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 JAN 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public. 

ITEM 4 JAN 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd December 2020 and 6th January 2021 were agreed as a true record. 

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 5 JAN 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/00004/CLUP	Certificate of lawfulness for a loft conversion with dormer extension to rear roofslope and rooflights to front roofslope, 85 Wordsworth Avenue
20/03198/FUL	Change of use from shop (A1) to hot food takeaway, 6 The Green
21/00051/CLUP	Certificate of lawfulness for proposed loft conversion with rooflights and dormer window (resubmission of 20/02866/CLUP), 16 Newbolt Close
21/00072/FUL	Demolition of conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension, 4 Eliot Close
 
5.2	The Committee noted the extended consultation period in respect of planning application 20/03114/FUL - Creation of 34 Retirement Living Apartments with associated amenity areas, parking and landscaping and installation of pedestrian crossing to Northampton Road, Former Shell Garage, Northampton Road – and also noted that the Town Council has applied for s106 funding for Newport Pagnell from this development.

		5.3	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

		ITEM 6 JAN 2021/TP:	PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

The Chairman said he would update the committee at the next full meeting on the status of the Red House pub and other outstanding planning enforcement issues, once Paul Thomas, the new Director of Planning, had had time to establish himself in his new role. The Chairman commented that a number of local public houses, notably the Dove and the Kings Arms, had now removed their external covered scaffolding structures but it was not known whether this was as a result of enforcement action by MKC Planning.

		ITEM 7 JAN 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2020/21:

7.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.1.1	The Deputy Clerk said he had written to Red Line drawing attention to the habit of their drivers leaving their buses unattended while they took a break, but had not yet received a response.
                      
Action:  Deputy Clerk to chase Red Line

7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.2.1	The Deputy Clerk had fed back to MKC Highways the Committee’s comments made at the December full TPEM meeting but had yet to receive a formal response. 

Action:  Deputy Clerk to chase Diljeet at MKC Highways

7.2.2	The Chairman reported two deep potholes, one just past the M1 bridge on Wolverton Road and the other at the bottom of Little Linford Lane near the bus stop. It was noted that another pothole near to this one had only recently been repaired and this one could easily have been dealt with at the same time.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to contact MKC Highways

7.2.3		Cllr Day reported that the faded white road markings on Tickford Street had recently been repainted, which he hoped would have a significant traffic calming effect.

7.2.4	Cllr Pearson drew attention to the delivery robots that are becoming commonplace in the town. The robots tend to park up on the redways overnight which presents a danger to pedestrians who may not see them in the dark. The Chairman added that the new e-scooters are often left abandoned across footways and this also poses a potential safety hazard.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to contact MKC Highways 

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.3.1	The Committee received a copy of an email from the MKC Community Safety Officer regarding new signage/stickers relating to the Alcohol Public Space Protection Order. The Chairman said there were around twelve old existing signs in the town over which the new stickers could be placed. He added that varnish should be applied to the edges of the new stickers to prevent them being peeled off. The dimensions of the existing signs should be checked to ensure their compatibility.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to check size of existing signs and order 15 new stickers from MKC

7.3.2	Cllr Day drew attention to the recent severe flooding and the apparent lack of active management of the rivers.

7.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

The Committee noted that the modified Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan documentation was formally submitted to MKC Planning on 1st December 2020. The Town Council has responded to the list of subsequent queries raised by MKC and is currently awaiting acknowledgement from them. 
	
7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

7.6.1	The Committee received and noted the December report on the activities of the ranger.

7.6.2	The Committee discussed at length the nature and extent of works being undertaken by the ranger. It was acknowledged that from time to time he carried out works that were technically the responsibility of Milton Keynes Council, for example certain jobs in the MKC-owned car parks (eg litter picking), but the overall objective of his work is to improve the appearance of the town. The priority is to get MKC to fulfil their obligations but on occasions it is expedient for the ranger to do the work. The onus is still on members to report work for the ranger to the office (via the agreed spreadsheet procedure) for priority listing. Cllr Day suggested that every say three to four months the relevant ‘before and after’ photographs produced by the ranger are sent to MKC and ward members pointing out that NPTC had carried out the work.

	Action:  Deputy Clerk 
	
ITEM 8 JAN 2021/TP:	LOCAL CYCLING AND WALKING INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

The Committee received from the MKC Transport Policy Team details of a consultation on the LCWIP and a suggested response based on a study carried out by Alan Mills, ex-MKC planning officer and member of the Neighbourhood Planning Implementation Group. The LCWIP will focus on identifying missing links (gaps in the existing infrastructure), upgrades to existing routes and new cycling and walking infrastructure. MKC is inviting suggestions which will be incorporated into the formal public consultation on the draft LCWIP planned for the spring. Given Alan’s extensive knowledge of the cycle route network in the town through his research work for the Neighbourhood Plan, it was agreed that his study should form the basis of the Town Council’s initial response to the consultation.

Cllr Clarke drew attention to a possible missing cycle path link on the plan, from Tickford Street down Chicheley Street to the Chicheley play area, which will be the new cycle / pedestrian route from the proposed Tickford Fields site. 

Resolved to submit a response to the preliminary consultation based on the contents of Alan Mills’ emails of 5th and 18th January.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

Action:  Deputy Clerk to submit response to MKC Transport Policy Team 

Action:  Deputy Clerk to thank Alan Mills on behalf of the Town Council for his valued input 

ITEM 9 JAN 2021/TP:	PARKING ENFORCEMENT

At the last full TPEM meeting it had been agreed that an arrangement would be set up with MKC Parking Enforcement for the deployment of parking attendants at ‘hotspot’ areas in the town. Unfortunately, the head of department has recently left MKC and therefore no progress has been made on implementing this arrangement. The Town Council has been told that Ted Jiboye, the Contracts Manager who manages the Saba parking attendants, will be able to assist.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to progress with Ted Jiboye

ITEM 10 JAN 2021/TP:  	DOG BINS

The Committee noted that Marcus Young Landscapes had begun applying the new stickers to all the dog bins in the town and will on completion produce a definitive schedule, including photographs and locations for each bin, and identifying the contractor responsible for the emptying and maintenance each numbered bin. As with the PSPO stickers, the Chairman suggested that varnish is applied to the dog bin stickers to prevent them being peeled off by vandals.

Action:  Deputy Clerk to contact MYL

ITEM 11 JAN 2021/TP:	MINISTRY OF HOUSING, COMMUNITIES & LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS REGIME

The Committee received details of the MHCLG consultation proposing changes to the Permitted Development right which would allow all premises within Class E to be converted to residential use (class C3) under a prior approval process, and also the prioritisation of planning applications relating to public service buildings; and to agree a response. The Committee discussed the proposed changes at some length and expressed concern at the lack of consultation and planning control if they were implemented. It was noted that this consultation was also on the agenda for discussion by the Neighbourhood Planning Implementation Group next week as it could have implications for Version 3 of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan.

ITEM 12 JAN 2021/TP:	GRAFFITI ON M1 ACOUSTIC BARRIERS

The Committee received a copy of an email from a local resident complaining about graffiti on the motorway acoustic barriers near Stanmore Gardens/Burgess Gardens. It was noted that this was not Town Council land and in any case little could be done to stop this happening. It was agreed that this information would be passed to Highways England to alert them to the problem.

Action:  Deputy Clerk 

ITEM 13 JAN 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2020/21 Month 9 budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 17th February 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 3rd February 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
