NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th January 2021 at 8.00 pm 
Using Zoom conferencing 


Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Sue Garner, Euan Henderson,  Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Richard Pearson, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	 

ITEM 1.  TC/JAN/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllrs Mark Lombardo and Joan Sidebottom which were received and accepted.

ITEM 2.  TC/JAN/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared. The budget and precept increase were   agenda items at this meeting but any interests councillors may have in these items were covered by a blanket declaration previously minuted.    

ITEM 3. TC/JAN/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/JAN/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Cllr Henderson commented that he had only meant to offer thanks to whomsoever it was had cleared the river at Riverside Meadow at the last meeting, and had not intended to spark a debate on whom it was that had been responsible for what form of clearance.   

Resolved to approve the minutes of the Virtual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 14th December 2020 as a true record of the meeting, subject to understanding the purpose of Cllr Henderson’s comments as above.  

	Prop: PW	Sec: EH 

Matters Arising

4.2	A letter had been sent to the leader of Milton Keynes Council (MKC)  regarding the importance of MKC agreeing a site and leasing arrangements for parking for the Aston Martin Heritage Trust’s (AMHT) planned museum.  No response has been received to this letter, but Cllr Day has held a discussion with Cllr Baume of MKC, who is the portfolio holder.  It was noted that she was very positive about the matter.   

ITEM 5. TC/JAN/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The chairman reported on Mayoral activity since the last meeting. 
Despite lockdown, but in full compliance with the rules, he did the following:
1. Tuesday 15 December - Westbury Grange – Carol Service (outside in car park with residents but at distance)  

1. Participated in the photo series of the real life “Elf on the shelf“ that was perpetuating mischief across town with his daily updates appearing online.
1. Saturday 19 December, helped the NP & Olney lions plant their tree donations, Lakes Lane.  
1. Appeared in the Parish Church “Crib Service” video shown online - December 23rd
 
1. Kept up his social media presence, including sharing Covid Champion information. 
The Vice Chair reported no particular activities other than frequent phone call communications with local residents.     

ITEM 6.  TC/JAN/2021:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Virtual Meeting dated 23rd December 2020.  
.     
b) Town Planning Interim Virtual Meeting  minutes – 9th December 2020.


ITEM 7.  TC/JAN/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – Cllr Lombardo sent a message from PCSO Arlene Ormstone who advised that as far as she was aware the police had decided that Community Forum Meetings were on hold until the lockdown was over.   She is making further enquiries with a Milton Keynes inspector on the matter.  The Town Council felt that it was important that some link was retained with the police during this period, and Cllr Winsor opined that the Council should contact the sector inspector.  There had been a number of parties held in the new car park at Middleton Pool since lockdown, and people had been meeting there regularly on a nightly basis.  The clerk had discussed the matter with the General Manager of Middleton Pool with a view to erecting a temporary physical barrier, and had reported these events to PC Daniel Smith, who advised that he would look into it and put the site on the police roster.  He also advised that he was now the only officer working in Newport Pagnell, although several officers had been sighted monitoring the activity of people who were continuing to drive to Bury Common, despite it being unlawful to drive to an exercise area. 

· Youth Club Trustees – The next meeting is scheduled for later in January 2021.    

· Parish Forum Meeting – Minutes of the last meeting were received. 
 
· MK ALC – No meeting had been scheduled.

· Education Trust – meetings only take place twice a year.


ITEM 8.  TC/JAN/2021:  LEISURE SERVICE COSTS  

It was noted that the Town Council must pay the forecasted costs agreed in July 2020, plus a 5% variation, but this figure will by no means cover the current losses caused by the lockdown of Leisure Centres under Tier 4 and Tier 5 restrictions.  The Town Clerk has submitted the necessary figures and other information to Milton Keynes Council so that the principal authority can apply for the National Leisure Recovery funding from Sport England on behalf of Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre.  It was anticipated that this funding will be paid by mid-February 2021 but the amount that the Town Council will receive is unknown.  Whatever the sum, it will not be anywhere near large enough to compensate for the latest losses under full shutdown of the Leisure Centre. 

There was still no word on the grant application made to the Middleton Gift, or the two minor applications made to MKC on the basis of rate paying operations. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had today announced a further small grant fund for leisure and hospitality businesses, but there was no information out about this as yet.  

Places Leisure had held discussions with NPTC regarding possible amendments to the gainshare arrangements in future years to help compensate for the losses.      

ITEM 9.  TC/JAN/2021:  OTHER LOCKDOWN MEASURES

Under Tier 4 and Tier 5 restrictions the Council has again had to close its community centres.  The Youth Club Pre-school has been offering some education to nursery school students of key workers. (Post meeting note 12/1/21 – the Pre-school is likely to close again as two staff members of the Pre-school have tested positive for Covid-19.)

All Council staff who can work from home must work from home and so are doing so.  There are a very few limited exceptions to this.  Council members will be able to collect working papers for meetings from their pigeon holes on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings between 9.30 am and 1 pm.  

Resolved that the Council furlough the cleaner at 80 High Street, who has requested that he be furloughed.  His salary will be adjusted to reflect the Covid-19 furlough scheme payments.  

Prop: SG	Sec: PD
 

ITEM 10.  TC/JAN/2021:  BUDGET 2021 AND PRECEPT 

It was noted that the Local Council Tax Base has been reduced by MKC to 5152.99 D Band Homes, because that council had decided to increase the percentage of the number of homes from which it would be unable to collect council tax. This will mean each householder has to pay a little more.  It was also noted that despite having had the opportunity to increase its budget by 5% MKC had chosen to increase it by only 2.5%, and that MKC had, to date, only funded the Middleton Leisure Centre losses by £25,000 of Government Funding when losses at the Centre have already exceeded this sum more than 14-fold.  

The Council discussed the 2021/22 budget, as proposed by the Policy and Finance Committee, noting the large losses (over £350,000) that the Town Council has already incurred because of Covid-19 and the fact that these losses will continue to increase right through the 2021 year and possibly beyond.  The Town Council’s reserves have been spent already on supporting services.  The Town Council discussed a range of precept increased between 18% and 35%. To cover the losses and to keep services open, a 35% increase in precept will be required. This increase will take the D Band contribution to £185.13 per annum, being an increase of £50.11 per D Band household per annum, or 96 pence per week.   

Resolved to approve the 2021/22 budget and 3-year forecast, which increases the precept demand for 2021/22 to £953,996 excluding any Local Council Tax Support Grant.   
 
Prop: RH	Sec: IC
There were three councillors who voted against the precept increase of 35%. Cllr Clarke was amongst these three.  
There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.16 pm. The date of the next meeting is 8th February 2021.       




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

