NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Public Relations and Events Committee of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 13th February 2021 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Phil Gage, Sue Garner, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo (Chair,)  Richard Pearson and Steve Urwin (Vice Chair)  
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:   Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
	          Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	         	 	 	          		          		       		 	          
ITEM 1.  PR&E/FEB/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
	 
ITEM 2.  PR&E/FEB/2021:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  PR&E/FEB/2021:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  PR&E/FEB/2021:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 13th January 2021.

Prop: SU  Sec: PG

ITEM 5.  PR&E/FEB/2021:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:  The clerk has not yet heard back from the Carnival as to whether they would like Cllr Lombardo to stand as a Town Council representative on the Carnival Committee. The carnival has been cancelled for 2021. 
Action: The Events Officer to follow up.  

Strawberry Fayre:  It remain unknown as to whether the Strawberry Fayre will take place this year. 
Soapbox Derby:  This event has not been cancelled as yet; the decision will be made next month as to whether it will proceed. 
Fireworks Event: This event is planned, but no confirmation of whether it will take place this year.      
Horticultural Show: Cllr Gage has not yet approached Cllr Sidebottom in regard to her thoughts on whether it should go ahead in 2021 or on the management of this event. 
Christmas Lights:  The Christmas Lights Committee reported the lights and the tree have now been taken down. 



ITEM 6.  PR&E/FEB/2021: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

There were no events to review.          	 

6.2	Vintage Event 2021 

6.2.1	Unfortunately the lead member of the band has become unavailable for the event in 2021. 

	Action: Cllr Urwin to follow up with the band to obtain contact details of other members of the band, so the Events Officer can enquire whether the rest of the band would like to perform, or if they would like to perform with a reduced number of members. 

6.3	Memorial Event 2021

6.3.1	The committee was advised that Rev’d Wood had agreed to the postponement of this event until 26th October 2021.  

6.4	Annual Town Event

6.4.1	Full Council had decided this event could not be safely held this year owing to Covid-19 and had agreed that the Town Award be presented at the memorial event in October.

6.5	Choral Event
	
	The Events Officer advised that 7 choirs had been contacted, 3 of those had replied, agreeing to attend if possible.  Their attendance is dependent on what restrictions will be in place that may affect their rehearsals. 
The possibility of getting school bands involved was discussed.  Cllr Urwin advised that MK Music Services were now operating from the library. 

Action: The Events Officer to contact MK Music Services based at the library to see if they could contribute.  Also, to contact other choirs on our records. 
Action: Cllr Garner to contact Ousedale to find out if any of the teenage bands would like to attend. 
	
ITEM 7.  PR&E/FEB/2021: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The committee considered the accounts and variance report for December and raised no issues with these. 

Resolved to request the PAF committee to transfer the remaining 2020/21 events budget to 2021/22 earmarked reserves.  Funds may be needed for future events at Hornbeam should the cycle track go ahead.

Resolved to request PAF for transfer of remaining budget under earmarked reserves.  

Prop: ML Sec: SG


ITEM 8.  PR&E/NOV/2020:   VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The committee reviewed progress against the following objectives:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. Status: Awaiting grant approval from British Cycling before arranging a Zoom meeting between interested site champions for the Hornbeam site and members of the PRAE committee, and arranging for ranger training. 

Action: If the Sport England bid is successful the Events Officer to arrange a zoom meeting with Cycling site champions.   

It was agreed to request for a volunteer call out on social media to enlist help to plant the 100 oak saplings due to the town in April 2021. Two strategies were proposed: Firstly that residents get the opportunity to collect a few trees and plant them in a pre- allocated slot. They will be given a map, and the saplings and asked to plant urgently as the trees will be bare rooted.  Secondly, on the Saturday immediately following this several planting groups be encouraged to join planting sessions around the town in the remaining areas.  Trees, once received, will have to be planted within 5 days of receipt so they don’t die.  The plan is to do companion planting of 5 trees to a small area, on the basis that these are very small saplings and will have a survival rate of only 1 in 5 past the first year. Companion planting is advised, because even if the companion trees die, the roots help to nourish any surviving tree.    Anywhere where two or more trees have been able to ‘take root’ in the first year, the oaks can be uplifted to other areas thereafter. Therefore 20 areas for planting will initially be required, which will be sourced by the Town Clerk.       

Objective 2:  To plan another major vintage event for the town in 2021.  Status: Postponed to 2022.  See item 6.2 above.  

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2021. The venue for these surgeries is to be discussed at future meetings. Status: It was felt that, under the circumstances, reinstating Councillor surgeries should be indefinitely delayed.      

Objective 4: To put on a memorial event for the town Post Covid-19. Status: See item 6.3 above.  


ITEM 9.  PR&E/FEB/2021: PRESS RELEASES

There were no press releases required at this time.

Prop: ML 	Sec: SU

ITEM 10.  PR&E/FEB/2021: ELECTRONIC SIGNAGE 

The Events Officer advised that the planning application has now been submitted by Cube. 

ITEM 11.  PR&E/FEB/2021: TOWN TALK

The Spring issue of Town Talk was agreed with one amendment from Cllr Kitchen.

ITEM 12. THEME FOR FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

The request for volunteers for to plant trees was suggested for this month’s theme. 
The committee discussed the display of Instagram photographs on the Town Council website noting that currently they could only be displayed without the theme.  

Resolved to approve spending £50 per annum on a plug in for the website to allow the photo comments to be shown as well as the photographs on the Instagram feed of the website. 

Prop: ML	Sec: SL
 
Action: The Events Officer to procure the necessary plug in for the website from the Council’s website provider, and to give all councillors on the PRAE committee the Instagram details so they can sign in to this account. 

It was noted that Cllr Day had provided, and agreed to provide in future, a 1-minute video on each new theme for the Instagram account. 

Action: The Events Officer to contact Cllr Day to advise him of the new theme for Feb/March 2021.  

ITEM 13.  PR&E/FEB/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  

The usual items will appear on the next agenda and these will include an update on signage, volunteers for tree planting, and whether the Hornbeam Park grant application had been successful.    	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. The date of the next meeting is 10th March 2021. 
								
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
