NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a Virtual meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 17 February 2021 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)

	
ITEM 1 FEB 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Mark Lombardo and Joan Sidebottom.

ITEM 2 FEB 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 FEB 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public. 

ITEM 4 FEB 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd December 2020 and 6th January 2021 were agreed as a true record. 

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

ITEM 5 FEB 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/00229/FUL	Proposed outbuilding at end of garden for garden room use incorporating WC and store, 3 Westbury Lane  
21/00204/FUL	Installation of new plant and air-conditioning equipment, Co-op Store, 75 High Street
21/00266/FUL	Proposed single storey rear extension and first floor side extension over existing garage, 6 Eliot Close  
21/00274/FUL	Proposed single storey rear conservatory and glazed canopy, single storey front entrance canopy and garage canopy, 31 Eliot Close
21/00316/ADV	2no internally illuminated led signs one on each of the gable end elevations of the standalone toilet block / bus shelter, Public Convenience, Front of 86 High Street  
21/00355/FUL	Single and two-storey rear extensions, loft conversion with rear dormer and front rooflights, 22 Beaconsfield Place
21/00371/FUL 	Single storey rear extension, 10 Leary Crescent    
21/00383/CLUP	Certificate of lawfulness for single storey rear extension 3m from rear of original dwelling (resubmission 20/03172/CLUP), 24 Bury Avenue
21/00231/FUL	First Floor Side Extension (Re-submission of 20/03230/FUL), 11 Housman Close  

5.2.1	21/00284/FUL - 2-storey side/front extension and single storey rear/side extension replacing existing single storey side extension and conservatory; rear window alteration for Juliet balcony, 10 Queens Avenue - The Committee had no objection in principle to this application but questioned the adequacy of available parking for the extended 5-bedroomed dwelling.

5.2.2	21/00298/FUL - Two storey front extension replacing front porch, 62 Severn Drive – The Committee objected to this application on the grounds that the significantly extended property with its unusual two storey front extension would be out of keeping with neighbouring properties and would adversely affect the streetscene.
		
		5.3	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

		ITEM 6 FEB 2021/TP:	LICENCE APPLICATIONS

The Committee had no objections to the Street Trading Consent application from Howe and Co (Fish & Chips) for 9 Vans to trade Boroughwide between Monday and Saturday 11:30 – 22:30.

		ITEM 7 FEB 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2020/21:

7.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.1.1	The Deputy Clerk said he had still not received a reply from Red Line about their drivers leaving buses unattended while they took a break. The Chairman said that he had not witnessed any similar incidents lately. It was thought that MKC Public Transport had intervened and put a stop to the practice.
                      
7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.2.1	The Committee noted that the Town Council’s Speed Indicator Device (SID) is currently being deployed in Little Linford Lane. It was agreed that this would remain in position for a period of 4 months after which other speeding hotspots such as Tickford Street and Marsh End Road would be considered. This would allow meaningful data to be collected and analysed. Cllr Day asked about the SID currently erected in Caldecote Street near the garage.

	Action: Deputy Clerk to find out from MKC Highways who this SID belongs to and whether the Town Council could acquire it
	
	Cllr Day asked if the NPTC sticker had been applied to the recently purchased SID.

		Action: Deputy Clerk to find out from the Asst Property Clerk

7.2.2	The Committee received a copy of an email from MKC regarding abandoned scooters. The scooters can be parked in most locations where they operate. This allows them to operate an anywhere-to-anywhere service. Most riders then park them properly but some do not. To address this all riders are asked to photograph where they leave the scooter after a ride. The operators reward riders who leave them in good positions by reducing the cost of next ride. Persistent offenders can be tracked and sanctions put in place – from temporary to permanent exclusions. The Committee discussed this and concluded that this did not reflect the reality of the situation. The scooters are dumped indiscriminately on footways, play areas, etc, after use. They are GPS tracked but do not have the facility to be left at docking stations.

	MKC had also stated that delivery robots are returned to base every evening (either driving themselves or picked up in a van) where they are charged, cleaned and checked overnight. MKC added that one collection was missed recently and as a result four robots were left out overnight. The operative has been spoken to and Starship have said they will continue to be vigilant. Starship also pointed out that this was the first time it had happened in over two years. Cllr Clarke reported that he had recently seen two robots parked up and inactive on the redway at the Kingfisher Centre at just after 9am.
	
Action: Cllrs to take photographs of abandoned e-scooters and delivery robots, and send them to the Deputy Clerk to collate and pass to Brian Matthews at MKC Highways

7.2.3	The Committee discussed and agreed that the objectives of the proposed ‘walkabout’ with South Ward councillors would be the same as that during the Chairman’s recent tour with North Ward councillors, ie to identify issues with highways, footways and public open spaces.

	Action: Cllrs Clarke and Day to liaise with Cllrs Carr and McCall with a view to arranging a date/time 

7.2.4	Potholes requiring urgent repairs were identified in Little Linford Lane, Wolverton Road, North Crawley Road, Tickford Street and Silver Street.

	Action: To be reported to MKC Highways

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.3.1	The Chairman updated the Committee on the steps taken to address the recent flooding. He said Cllr Carr has formed a working group and is engaging with all the main water-related stakeholders including Anglian Water, Environment Agency, Bedford Internal Drainage Board, etc. This would have been the role of MKC as part of their Christmas flood 2020 de-brief.  It was not clear whether it was declared a Minor or Major Incident so Cllr Carr is to invite Chris Londy, who is now a part time Emergency Planning Officer, to the next working group meeting to try to establish what did and did not happen at MKC to address the flooding. The Chairman stressed that Cllr Carr’s working group has no official standing. He added that the following ideas had already been discussed:

· 15 NP residents are prepared to become volunteer flood wardens.
· A suggestion that a stockpile of sandbags is stored in NP – possibly at Willen Road Sports Ground or the Youth Club
· Look at potential grant funding for domestic flood barriers
· Share the NPTC Emergency Plan (with relevant personal phone numbers redacted where necessary) to key individuals in Cllr Carr’s two groups.
· The NP Churches are reviewing /improving their pastoral, etc, care to the NP community, particularly the vulnerable residents.
· Use of the Mead Centre when completed as a Rest Centre using local pubs to assist with catering. Apparently a “Community Fridge” is to be part of the new Mead Centre, something NPTC had been asked to get involved with but had declined.
· Explore the provision of Emergency Parking Permits so that residents can move their cars to MKC’s Silver Street car park.
· Fund raising to purchase equipment for Flood Wardens – Hi-Viz tabards, torches, etc.
· MKC are putting together a ‘timeline’ of what happened during the floods
·  Apparently there is an issue with Anglian Water’s Willen Lake sluice gate where there have been problems for the last two years. The EA have accepted that there is a reduced capacity issue. 
· A Section 19 flood & water management report has been commissioned. 
· The Chairman has got to know an ex-resident of NP who now works for Leicestershire CC as a Flood Resilience Officer – she and the Chairman will be able to compare the LCC resilience against MKC’s going forward.

The Chairman said it was important to understand more about what the Town Council’s role should be in the future. He added that he was happy to take the lead in this matter and to feed back more information to TPEM at the next full meeting in March.

Cllr Day suggested the flooding problem could be alleviated by the use of balancing lakes.

7.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

The Committee agreed that this objective had been met, with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan having been submitted to MKC on 1st December 2020.

The Committee noted that MKC have now referred the modified Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan to the Neighbourhood Planning Independent Examiner Referral Service (NPIERS) who will aim to make a referral after the end of the publicity period on 5 March 2021. It is thought that the chosen Examiner will require approximately 5 days to complete his/her examination.
	
7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

7.6.1	The Committee received and noted the December report on the activities of the ranger. The Chairman commented that the ranger appeared to have carried out work at Howard Way in the North Crawley Road industrial estate. It was not known whether this was private land.

		Action:  Deputy Clerk to check if Howard Way is adopted or unadopted

Cllr Clarke commented that he thought the ranger was effective and represented good value for money.
	
ITEM 8 FEB 2021/TP:	TICKFORD STREET ROAD SAFETY AND PARKING CONSULTATION

The Committee received the various documentation relating to public consultation on the proposed road safety improvements for Tickford Street, which include:

· Double yellow lines along sections of Tickford Street, Severn Drive and Chartwell Road to prevent obstructive parking on the road and verge. 
· Current on street parking will be formalised on Tickford Street 
· Install some footway bollards onto Salmons Yard/Tickford Street prevent parking on the footway and improve visibility 
· Enforceable disabled bay parking on Chartwell Road 
· Install ‘low level’ post and rail fence prevent parking the grassed verge by Severn Drive/Chartwell Road and Ivy Close. 
· Provide ‘Bus Cage’ road markings at the two bus stop locations along Tickford Street.

The Committee discussed the proposals at length and members expressed varying views on their effectiveness, but it was agreed that the original aim of introducing speed restrictions along Tickford Street to improve safety had been overlooked in favour of parking restrictions.

Cllr Day commented that the residents of Tickford Street had from day one asked for speed restrictions as the most effective method of improving road safety but instead their parking was being taken away. Residents had an informal parking arrangement with each other whereby if there was not an available space outside their house they would look to park in another street rather than outside their neighbour’s house. Cllr Day thought that the introduction of bollards will cause a lot of disruption to the residents’ parking although his view was not shared by others. There will also be, he said, the problem of displacement parking caused by the reduced parking capacity. The residents felt so strongly that they had created a website and online partition calling for a reduction in the speed limit.

Cllr Clarke said that he broadly agreed with the proposals but with a few exceptions. He said that the car parking outside the Spar (Harry’s) convenience store was to be formalised for regular parking but he said that this was mostly used by shoppers. Residents will tend to park there all day. He added that there should be a time limit for parking there, say 15 minutes maximum. 

Cllr Clarke also mentioned the muddy grass verge adjacent to the Chartwell flats – cars were now parking on the pavement because the verge was so muddy so this needed fencing off to protect the grass.

The Chairman suggested that rumble strips could be incorporated at the entrance to London Road. They are a speed deterrent and the noise created by the gradually narrowing strips encourages drivers to reduce their speed.

Resolved to make representations to Milton Keynes Council Highways stressing the need for speed control measures on Tickford Street, which was the subject of the original dialogue between MKC and NPTC. The proposals do nothing to address this so the Town Council is asking MKC to reconsider the proposed measures and introduce speed restrictions and/or rumble strips. With regard to the parking proposals, the Town Council is concerned about the resultant displacement parking and inconsiderate parking (eg near to pedestrian crossings), and there should also be some timed parking introduced outside the convenience store.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD


ITEM 9 FEB 2021/TP:	DRAFT SOUTH EAST MILTON KEYNES – STRATEGIC URBAN EXTENSION DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT

The Committee received the consultation details on the draft South East Milton Keynes Strategic Urban Extension Development Framework Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). The Plan:MK South East Milton Keynes Strategic Urban Extension allocation is located to the south of Milton Keynes on land adjacent to Wavendon, Walton, Woburn Sands and Bow Brickhill, straddling the East West Rail railway line. It is allocated in Plan:MK for around 3,000 homes, associated uses, a secondary school, two primary schools, Gypsy and Travellers site and other supporting social and green infrastructure. The SPD will be considered a material consideration in the determination of planning applications submitted to the Council. 

The Committee noted the document but had no specific comments to make.

ITEM 10 FEB 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2020/21 Month 10 budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 17th March 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 3rd March 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
