NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 8th February 2021 at 8.00 pm 
Using Zoom conferencing 


Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage (Vice Chair), Sue Garner, Euan Henderson,  Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Richard Pearson, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/FEB/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllrs Paul Alexander, Mark Lombardo and Joan Sidebottom which were received and accepted.

ITEM 2.  TC/FEB/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared. 

ITEM 3. TC/FEB/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/FEB/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	 Resolved to approve the minutes of the Virtual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 11th January 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: PG	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

4.2	A meeting has been arranged between the Aston Martin Heritage Trust and Milton Keynes Council (MKC) to discuss a possible lease for the old Lovat Meadow Caravan Park site for parking for an Aston Martin Museum. Cllr Henderson will be attending this meeting.   

4.3	A report on furloughing of staff was received.  At this point the Town Council has legally been in a position to furlough only one staff member, until the end of March 2021, at the Government’s rate of 80% of salary. 

ITEM 5. TC/FEB/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he was following government instructions to stay home unless it could not be avoided, as part of the efforts to save lives in the pandemic and hence had no mayoral events or visits to report to the meeting.

The Mayor was, however, continuing to actively engage with members of the public through his Facebook page and reaching many through this method.

The Mayor reported that there were now a few invitations to online events from other Mayors coming through, however watching such events on a screen did not provide the opportunity for the Mayor and Mayoress to raise the profile of, and promote Newport Pagnell as they would if the event was in person.

The Vice Chair reported no particular activities other than recent communication with Anglian water on behalf of residents in Wolverton Road.      

ITEM 6.  TC/FEB/2021:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Virtual Meeting Minutes dated 20th January 2021. Cllr Henderson requested the TPEM committee to discuss the issue of the MKC and Environment Agency’s response to the recent floods in Newport Pagnell as it had been difficult during that period to find out what was going on.  Cllr Winsor confirmed that he had volunteered to join Ward Councillor Carr’s new working group on this subject.    The clerk advised that on the 24th December 2020 she had tried to make contact with MKC but had been unable to reach anyone on the switchboard, the emergency response number, or the Highways Team.  She had been seeking information on where residents could obtain sandbags to protect their homes from floodwater.   
.     
b) Town Planning Interim Virtual Meeting  minutes – 9th December 2020.


ITEM 7.  TC/FEB/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – Cllr Lombardo had sent a report that there was still no news about the Police reinstating the Community Forum.   

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2021 were received.   

· Parish Forum Meeting – There had been no recent meeting scheduled. Cllr Bah-Pokawa notified the Council that she had been asked by Cllr Emily Darlington to stand on the Parish Advisory Group (PAG), but was unsure as to whether this was a once-off attendance only.  The Town Council had previously nominated Cllr Winsor to stand on the PAG, but it transpired that Cllr Darlington of MKC had particularly wanted BAME representatives to stand.   
 
· MK ALC – No meeting had been scheduled.

· Education Trust – the planned meeting in February had not taken place, but members of the Trust had agreed to conduct their business by email until the Covid Pandemic was over. Some news on the Trust was shared: A donation left in a will to the Trust had been used to great benefit to purchase mutes for an outstanding, local, young trumpeter. 

·  Cllr Day reported that he had not received the email invite to the meeting with the Berkeley Group that had taken place last week and so, despite being available and online was unable to join the virtual meeting.       Cllr Winsor had received the invitation and had attended the session.  He had been impressed by Berkeley’s commitment to creating an eco-friendly development, complete with a green lattice that allowed everyone excellent access to open green space and the community hub. Their proposal builds on the last masterplan of the MK East Stakeholder Group, though it only partly included a grid road network.   Homage had been paid to the impact of Covid-19 on the community and the necessity for providing spaces where people could access fresh air.  This included a number of parks and a large linear park around the floodplain.  Berkeley had stated their intention to have no adverse impact on the Newport Pagnell High Street. Unfortunately, Bloor Homes and other potential developers had not been included as part of this presentation, but it was reported that the Berkeley Group had been in discussion with Bloor Homes. The issue of shared leisure facilities had not been addressed at this meeting.  It was noted that the Town Council was scheduled to meet with the Berkeley Group on Thursday 11th February at 4 pm.   

ITEM 8.  TC/FEB/2021:  LEISURE SERVICE COSTS  

A report on forecast losses for the Leisure Centre was received by Council. Losses now exceeded well over £500,000 for this financial year and over £100,000 for next financial year. These figures are over and above the amounts already paid by the Town Council. It is as yet unknown what figure from Sport England may be received for Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre, as part of the National Leisure Recovery Fund Grant made available by the Government, but it was anticipated that this amount would total only around 1/5 of the losses made between July 2020 and March 2021 and would not cover any of the losses made in the financial year 21/22.  Several recommendations were made to Full Council by the PAF committee regarding the way forward on leisure recovery. 

Resolved to agree with the PAF’s recommendations as follows:
· Whilst not admitting that the Council is legally obliged to refund losses under the General Change in Law clause, to pay the grant sum received from Sport England to Places Leisure as a goodwill gesture to cover a fraction of the losses incurred by Places Leisure.

· Agree to pursue a variation to the gainshare clause as a sensible way forward with Places Leisure, following understanding of the impact of the National Leisure Recovery grant.      

Prop:  PW	Sec: EH 

It was noted that Ward Councillor George Bowyer had agreed to submit a proposal to MKC to use £105,000 of the remaining Covid-19 funding in the MKC budget to support Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre.  It was not known how this proposal would be received by the political parties in power. 


ITEM 9.  TC/FEB/2021:  PRECEPT LETTER 

Resolved to approve, subject to a few minor amendments, the precept letter to residents.  

Prop: EH	Sec: DK

Action: Cllr Henderson to send his suggested amendments to the clerk. 
 

ITEM 10.  TC/FEB/2021:  BURY COMMON

A proposal to the Town Council to take over ownership of Bury Field Common from MKC was received from Cllr Henderson.  Discussion around works that were outstanding on the common, both to meet the conditions of the Environmental Grant and the Management Plan, took place.  

Resolved to approve the Town Council offering to take on Bury Field Common as a devolved asset, subject to the environmental grant funding moving to the Town Council, for however long it continues to last, and subject to an agreed figure being paid to support works not yet done/or completion of these works by Milton Keynes Council in advance of transfer. Also subject to agreement with the Bury Field Commoners’ Association.    

Resolved also to arrange a meeting with the Bury Field Commoner’s Association to discuss the potential for using funding to improve the common from the income distributed to the Commoners. 


Prop: EH	Sec: RH

Action: The clerk to send a letter to Peter Beer of MKC formalising the above resolution, to arrange a meeting with the Bury Field Commoners’ Association and to continue to chase costs of maintaining the common. 



ITEM 11.  TC/FEB/2021:  ANNUAL TOWN MEETING AND TOWN AWARD

Council reviewed the legislation on holding an Annual Residents’ Meeting, which states that there is no duty laid on parishes to organise such a meeting, and that such a meeting may be called by any of the electorate.   Parishes do have the right to arrange such a meeting if they so choose to do so.  

Resolved that as the Covid-19 risk remains high in this area, it would not be sensible to propose to hold such a meeting at this time or before the deadline was due, and to do so would be in contradiction to Government Guidance to stay at home.  Residents may choose to organise one if so inclined.     

Further resolved to postpone the Annual Town Award until later in the year, and possible to make a formal presentation at the Covid-19 Memorial Ceremony planned in October 2021.  

Prop: PW	Sec: EH

Action: The clerk to request residents to send in nominees for the Annual Town Award through Town Talk.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.11 pm. The date of the next meeting is 8th March 2021.       




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

