NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Committee held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 15th March 2021 at 10.30 am. 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Euan Henderson (Vice Chair,) Diane Kitchen and Phil Winsor (Chair).  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/MAR/2021: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Richard Pearson, Joan Sidebottom and Steve Urwin.  Cllr Hornblow was absent.  

ITEM 2.  BD/MAR/ 2021:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/MAR/ 2021:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
ITEM 4.  BD/MAR/2021: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th January
2021 as a correct record of the meeting.

Prop:	DK 	Sec: IC

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 

ITEM 5.  BD/MAR/2021:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 


5.1	WRSG 

	The committee noted that Steve Wells Associates had attempted to  discuss with Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC), on a number of occasions, a final plan for the Willen Road Sports Ground Site.  At every discussion NPTFC had raised a new issue to consider, a number of which were not workable or were not issues for the Town Council’s consideration.  

	Resolved to agree that Chris Frogett work up the plans as they stand now, and provide these and final estimated costs to Newport Pagnell Town Council. The Town Council will thereafter confirm to NPTFC that the plans as they stood would be submitted.    

	Prop: PW 	Sec: IC 

5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

The Town Council has finally been able to provide Steve Well’s Associates with a plan for the whole of the Tickford Field Farm site, which the consultant needs in order to draw up plans for this site.  

At a meeting between Milton Keynes Council (MKC) and the Town Council, it was established that the previously agreed trigger on delivery of funds for the community/well-being centre/sports club could not be met.  MKC assured the Town Council that funding will come forward before 66% of development of the site itself.   The Town Council has requested a serviced site, with utilities provided to the edge of the .08 ha that is not on flood plain land.     

      
ITEM 6.   BD/MAR/2021: BURY COMMON 

Objective: To monitor Milton Keynes Council’s efforts to achieve all aspects of the Bury Common management plan.  

The committee received the notes of a very successful meeting held with the Bury Field Commoners’ Association, and the quotes from Burleys on maintaining the common.  It is not entirely clear what the existing contractor is being paid by MKC for cutting the grass and taking away the hay, or how this compares to the Burley’s quote.  
Action: Cllr Diane Kitchen to further explore the charges of the existing contractor. 

The clerk had telephonically discussed the Rural Grant funding for Bury Common with Fisher German LLP, who are the agency that manage this grant. MKC currently receive two separate funds for the common:  
1) A basic payment scheme of approximately £10,000 which covers items such as grass cutting on site.  This grant is currently around £100 per ha but it is likely to be phased out. 
2) A Higher-Level Stewardship Agreement worth around £16,000 for the environmental issues of the grant, such as seeding yellow rattle to weaken the grass.   This agreement expires on 30th November 2024.

If the Town Council takes on ownership of the common it would have to apply for its own registration with the Rural Payments Agency.  The new year begins at the end of May 2022, and application will have to be made by the end of January 2022 for the scheme to be transferred.  

Peter Beer of MKC had advised Cllr Henderson that he will be approaching Neil Hanley of the CAT transfer department at MKC to try to effect a transfer of the land.   No response has, however, been received as yet to the Town Council’s formal letter to Peter Beer.  
Action: The clerk to contact Neil Hanley to discuss the way forward with this transfer. 
     
ITEM 7.   BD/MAR/2021:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

7.1	The committee received the updated s106 report. 

7.2	The notes of a meeting that had been set up with MKC to discuss the draft MoU for the Tickford Fields Farm site were received.  As a result of this meeting, a further meeting has been arranged with the Education Department of MKC, to discuss the triggers for opening of the school on the Tickford Field Farm site and to discuss the plans for a through-school on the MK East site. The date of the meeting is 23rd March 2021.   

7.3	The clerk had discussed the available s106 funding for Ousedale School with the Acting Head and it was clear that Ousedale School was now seeking to use these funds for expanding their A-level classroom provision.  The Acting Head advised that he was supportive of the view that a 3rd campus of Ousedale School was established on the MK East site.        
 	 		
ITEM 8. BD/MAR/2021:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

8.1	Hornbeam Play Area/Cycle Park
	 
The clerk advised that the bid to Sport England for a cycle provision at  Hornbeam Park had been successful.  However an issue had been raised in connection with the compliance of the available s106 funding.   Two signed agreements had been discovered, one showing a clause that only allowed funding for Neighbourhood Play to be spent at WRSG or Castle Meadow, the other without this clause.   The new S106 officer at MKC is working through the issue, and is seeking to resolve it by either getting agreement from Redrow that the funding may be spent at Hornbeam, or looking for a variation to the s106 agreement to be written.  

The clerk has issued a purchase order to the contractor, but it is now necessary to wait for either permitted development rights to be agreed by MKC, or a planning application to be approved, so there is some time available for the s106 funding issue to be resolved.  

Action: The clerk to continue to chase both the contractor erecting the cycle tracks for planning approval, and the s106 obligations officer to rectify the error that had crept into the s106 agreement.  

8.2	Friary Gardens and Kingfisher sites

	The developer, Taylor Wimpey, has agreed to transfer these sites to MKC, who would then transfer them on to the Town Council.  However, Taylor Wimpey are seeking a disposal clause that would stop both the borough and the parish council from disposing of the site by way of lease or sale.   Kingfisher Park is a site the Town Council have always identified as important, being one of the major play areas in Newport Pagnell.   On the other hand, Friary Gardens is a poorly maintained play area, with equipment that is derelict.   Both sit together on the same title deed.   MKC are currently requesting, from Taylor Wimpey, a removal of this disposal clause.  However, the MKC solicitor is not hopeful of achieving this.  If Taylor Wimpey stick to their view that the disposal clause is a requirement for handover to proceed, then the Town Council could potentially respond to MKC with the view that either the title is split and only the Kingfisher site is passed over to the Town Council, or that MKC fund the removal of the derelict play equipment on Friary Gardens, including a return to grass seed of the whole area.   
	
8.3	 Milton Drive Play Area

	Unfortunately, the idea of extending the path through to the other side of the park will not work, because the far side of the park is in private ownership and one cannot direct a public path onto private land. The costs for the current plan have come in from various contractors and are exceptionally high, because in the view of all of these contractors the existing surfacing cannot be patched and skimmed.  It would necessitate complete removal of existing wetpour, tarmac and hardcore under-surfacing, and a new under-surface and tarmac overlay over the whole site.       The wetpour surface for the four pieces of play equipment is deteriorating rapidly, and one piece of play equipment is at medium risk.  Contractors advise that it is not worth trying to salvage these pieces of play equipment to place them on another site, as to do so would be illegal because they do not meet current BS standards. There are also some signs of rust in all pieces of play equipment.  Cllr Winsor opined that it may be possible to remove the one derelict piece of play equipment, and patch repair the other pieces of wetpour to stop them lifting and creating a trip hazard. Cllr Henderson raised concerns that residents had already received communications from the Town Council and had agreed to a plan for this site.  Two alternatives are: 
1) To remove all existing play equipment and surfacing and reinstate the whole area to grass.   This would mean excluding the two proposed new benches. Some residents had suggested that no benches would be preferable. 
2) To remove all existing play equipment and surfacing, and to relay only a small path area, suitable for wheelchair access, for the new benches to rest on.   	 

	Action: The clerk to provide a paper for the committee on new costs that are coming in.  

	A sum of £500 has been received from Cllr George Bowyer, who provided funding from his Ward Councillor Budget for this site. 

  
ITEM 9.   BD/MAR/2021:  TOWN RECOVERY

Cllrs Kitchen commented that the Town Council’s website officer had tried to open communication channels with retailers via Facebook, but that no responses had been received.  Cllr Kitchen had personally spoken to 3 retailers telephonically, but until non-essential shops are legally allowed to reopen, there is no possibility of promoting a shared event between them. 

Action: Cllr Kitchen will continue to follow up these ideas for a shopping event with retailers once retailers reopen.    
 
ITEM 10.   BD/MAR/2021: FINANCE AND BUDGET

There will be an overspend on the legal expenses cost code of the committee, owing to the need for an MoU Agreement with the Bury Field Commoners’ Association to be drawn up.  This was regarded as unavoidable expenditure. 
 
ITEM 12.   BD/MAR/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Resolved that the usual items would appear on the next agenda.  
Prop: PW	Sec: EH	

There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.55 am. 

The date of the next meeting is 17th May 2021.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


