NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Public Relations and Events Committee of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Sue Garner, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo (Chair),  Richard Pearson and Steve Urwin (Vice Chair).  
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:   Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
	          Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
		Emma Sweet-Roe (Vice Chair – Carnival Committee)
	         	 	 	          		          		       		 	          
ITEM 1.  PR&E/MARCH/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Gage. 
	 
ITEM 2.  PR&E/MARCH/2021:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  PR&E/MARCH/2021:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  PR&E/MARCH/2021:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 10th February 2021.

Prop: SU  Sec: ML

ITEM 5.  PR&E/MARCH/2021:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:  Planning is underway for next year’s carnival with the theme being the Carnival’s 60th belated birthday celebrations. 
Strawberry Fayre:  It remains unknown as to whether the Strawberry Fayre will take place this year, but this is very unlikely. 
Soapbox Derby:  This event has now been formally cancelled. 
Fireworks Event: It is too early to confirm whether it will take place this year.      
Horticultural Show: This event is cancelled, staff need to assess what work will be needed for the event to take place next year.
Action: The Events Officer to begin investigation
Christmas Lights:  The new flags and poles have now been delivered. The St. George’s flag will go up on 23rd April.  Whether or not there will be a switch-on event will be decided at the June 2021 meeting. The decision will be advertised via Facebook and Phonebox, and will include special thanks to Newport Pagnell Town Council for the grant received which has been used to great effect to rewire the lights. 
Action: Cllr Kitchen will investigate the Christmas Light Committee’s ability to respond to Operation London Bridge in relation to removal of the town centre flags. 



ITEM 6.  PR&E/MARCH/2021: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

There were no events to review.          	 

6.2	Vintage Event 2021 

6.2.1	Cllr Urwin confirmed a 6-piece band, known as Sticky Wicket, including a vocalist has been secured at a cost of £1,000.  He also advised that they will not be bringing a generator.  Cllr Urwin to find out if the band intend to bring and use their own PA system and whether they would be prepared to share this with other organisations on the day. 

Action: The Events Officer to source a generator quote from AAES and other companies which includes an operator.  Cllr Urwin to follow up with the band to find out if they are bringing their own PA system and if they will allow this to be shared. 

6.3	Memorial Event 2021

6.3.1	Providing restrictions are lifted by October 2021, the maximum capacity of the church will be for around 220 people seated.  Rev’d Woods will communicate with and involve other ministers in the town. He is also going to make contact with primary school choirs. He is happy to put together a video presentation for the event, but will require the source material for this from the office. The Town Council will need to collect photographs from the attendees of loved ones that they had lost during the pandemic, and also photographs showing happier occasions during their life, and will also encourage photographs from residents showing the things that they had got up to or made during lockdown, and if possible some photographs of groups emerging from lockdown.

Action: The Events Officer to organise collection of material for Revd Wood to      compose a video for the event. 

6.4	Choral Event
	
	Cllr Garner advised that Ousedale School would like their jazz band to attend this event, but on the proviso that if it wasn’t safe to do so or restrictions were in place that affected their ability to rehearse, they would not attend. Five other choirs had said they would like to join the event, but this will depend on their ability to rehearse.  A local youth band, ‘The Rock Project’, has expressed a keen interest in attending.  Aiden Fraser has agreed to assist with sound management, and Richard Duncombe has confirmed he is available to perform MC duties.    
	
ITEM 7.  PR&E/MARCH/2021: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The committee considered the accounts and variance report for January and raised no issues with these. 

PAF have not yet discussed earmarking remaining budget from 2020/21 financial year.  This will be reported at next month’s meeting.


ITEM 8.  PR&E/MAR/202: 1  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The committee reviewed progress against the following objectives:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. Status: The Town Clerk advised that the Hornbeam Park grant application has been successful. Work on the cycle track to hopefully commence late in June this year, depending on the success of the planning application for this site.  It is anticipated to be approximately an 8-10 week project. 

Action:  The Events Officer to set up a Zoom meeting with the 15 young cycle site champion volunteers. Thereafter some volunteer training will need to be provided to these individuals. The Town Clerk to establish whether the Council’s contracted Ranger is willing to accept the role to lead approximately 2 per month cycle training sessions on site, on the basis of extra hours for these sessions.   

Oak tree planting – twenty volunteer groups are in place (each of which will act in a family bubble for planting so as not to breach Covid-19 restrictions) and the saplings are due for delivery on 26th April 2021. Planting to be within 5 days of delivery. The companion planting method will be used, planting 5 trees near each other on the basis than, on average, for these very young trees, only 1 out of every 5 will survive. This is the recommended practice for very young saplings. If more than one survives in a group, they can be transplanted at a later date, once they are in their second or third year.   

Action: The Town Clerk to work with the Assistant Property Officer on preparing maps for each of these family bubbles to show them where each group of trees is to be planted, to give instructions on planting, to request the volunteer groups to take further ‘ownership’ of trees by being willing to water the saplings during the hot weather months, and to ask for photographs of family groups as they are planting the trees.   

Objective 2:  To plan another major vintage event for the town in 2021.  Status: Postponed to 2022.  See item 6.2 above.  

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2021. The venue for these surgeries is to be discussed at future meetings. Status: It was felt that, under the circumstances, reinstating Councillor surgeries should be indefinitely delayed.      

Objective 4: To put on a memorial event for the town Post Covid-19. Status: See item 6.3 above.  



ITEM 9.  PR&E/MARCH/2021: PRESS RELEASES

There were no press releases required at this time. 

Prop: ML 	Sec: SU

ITEM 10.  PR&E/MARCH/2021: ELECTRONIC SIGNAGE 

No update yet of the submitted planning application.

ITEM 11.  PR&E/MARCH/2021: TOWN TALK

Resolved that the following items be included in the Summer Edition of Town Talk: 

· An article on what the Town Council is doing to assist with flooding issues 
· The Caldecote Lake project which the Youth Club may be running if the timing coincides with this event
· A ‘did you know’ article about Newport Pagnell
· Information on way-finder signage if signage is close to being erected.
· Information about the cycle track project on Hornbeam      

Action: The Town Clerk will request from Cllr Winsor a short article on his involvement with the Newport Pagnell flood group set up by Cllr Jane Carr. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Events Officer had established which streets had not as yet had delivery of Town Talk, or the precept letter, and that the delivery service would be delivering to these areas this week.   

ITEM 12. THEME FOR FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

To carry on the previous theme of litter around the town.  To encourage residents to look after our town whilst also promoting the positive actions, i.e. the new entrance surfaces in Bury Field Common improved by the Bury Field Commoners’ Association and the Town Council’s upgrade of dog waste bins around the town.  To make the public aware that the Ranger has the power to issue fixed penalty fines for not clearing away dog mess. 

Prop: ML	Sec: SL
 
Action: The Events Officer to contact Cllr Day to advise him of the new theme for March/April 2021 for his April video.   

The report on user statistics for the website and social media was received.  It was confirmed that the committee would like to see this report at every meeting.   

ITEM 13.  PR&E/MARCH/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  
The usual items will appear on the next agenda. 	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.48 pm. The date of the next meeting is 14th April 2021. 
								
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
