NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a Virtual meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 17 March 2021 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)

	
ITEM 1 MAR 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Mark Lombardo and Joan Sidebottom.

ITEM 2 MAR 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 MAR 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public. 

ITEM 4 MAR 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 17th February 2021 and 3rd March 2021 were agreed as a true record. 

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

ITEM 5 MAR 2021/TP:	DEMAND RESPONSIVE TRANSPORT

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Jennifer Wilson-Marklew (JW-M) to the meeting to talk about the Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) initiative which comes into effect from the end of March. JW-M began by explaining the new DRT technology and how it will offer transport to users when and where they need it, within certain parameters. Many existing services will come to an end on 31 March 2021 and DRT, operated by MK Connect, will be available to bus users that do not have access to the commercial routes. 

Unlike a typical public bus service, MK Connect does not follow a fixed route. Instead, smart technology adjusts the route in real-time depending on where passengers need to travel at the time of booking and picks up anyone travelling in the same direction along the way. Journeys are booked via the MK Connect smartphone / tablet app, computer or over the phone. Users will be directed to the nearest safe location a short walk away from their pickup address to meet the driver in an MK Connect branded minibus. Once boarded, users will be matched with other passengers heading in the same direction and will be dropped off within 400 metres of their requested destination address. If there is an option to travel by a local scheduled bus, this will be offered to users instead. The service will run between 6am and 11pm Monday to Saturday and between 9am and 6pm on Sundays. 70% of the vehicles are electric and all are wheelchair accessible.

JW-M then took questions from the Committee members who raised the following issues:

· Safety – how safe will users feel without CCTV in the vehicles? Buses today are routinely equipped with CCTV. 
· Livery – all vehicles will be branded.
· Other schemes elsewhere – not guinea pigs as used in other parts of the world.
· Rogue drivers – checks are carried out on drivers’ training, etc.
· Costs - £3.50 during peak hours (7am-9am, 4.30pm-6.30pm), £2.50 at all other times. Free for Older Person’s and Disabled Person’s bus pass holders after 9.30am on weekdays and free all day on weekends.
· Waiting time of 30 minutes – why not regular system user.
· Night-time economy – unlike buses, vehicles will run to 11pm so will not replace taxis.
· Issues not scoped sufficiently – it is a shared vehicle and users do not know who they are sharing with.
· Is funding guaranteed? Yes, 3-year contract.
· Regular reviews of the scheme? Contract review every 6 months plus monthly meeting with operators.

The Chairman thanked JW-M for attending the meeting and JW-M left at 8.30pm.

ITEM 6 MAR 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/00516/FUL	Proposed porch to the side, conservatory to the front and single storey extension to the rear, Abbey Lodge, Priory Street    
21/00569/FUL	Loft conversion with rear dormer and front rooflights, 16 Newbolt Close  
21/00579/FUL	First floor rear extension, new render finish to front dormer and new porch, 20 Richmond Way
21/00606/FUL 	Detached garage, 12 Dryden Close  
21/00429/FUL	New velux windows in loft bedroom, 3 Cannon Court
20/03239/FUL	Amended Proposals - First floor front extension above existing single storey element, 43 Milton Drive  
21/00636/FUL	Proposed single storey front/side extension and single storey rear extension, 88 Wordsworth Avenue

6.2.1	21/00527/FUL - Demolition of the existing detached garage and erection of a new dwelling, 90 Pennycress Way - The Committee received a copy of a comprehensive letter of objection from the occupier of neighbouring property 86 Pennycress Way and fully endorsed the contents therein. The Town Council objects to this application on the grounds outlined in this letter.
	
	The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC/P for determination

6.2.2	21/00626/LBC - Listed Building Consent for change of use from use class Sui Generis (Garage for vehicle repair, MOT Testing & Diagnostics) to use class C3(a) (Dwelling houses) to provide 2x 2 bed dwellings. Extension to the existing building and erection of a two-storey building to provide a further 9 x 1-bed new dwellings/flats. Work includes demolition of part of the listed building, 51 Tickford Street – The Committee objected to this application on the grounds that it is an overdevelopment of the site and that the site is unable to accommodate the necessary parking spaces in accordance with MKC Parking Standards.

	The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC/P for determination

6.2.3	21/00678/FUL - Demolition of the double garage and construction of a single garage attached to No. 5. Construction of a detached dwelling with parking and associated works, 5 Bramley Meadows - The Committee objected to this application on the grounds that the design and scale is totally out of keeping with neighbouring properties and would have an adverse effect on the streetscene. The industrial metal cladding to the single storey elevations together with the contemporary design is not in keeping with the locality.

	The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC/P for determination
		
		6.3	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

		ITEM 7 MAR 2021/TP:	PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

		The Chairman summarised the following outstanding planning enforcement issues:

· Two Wrestlers building – the Committee received a schedule of extracts from TPEM minutes going back to June 2018 which illustrated that little progress had been achieved in almost 3 years. In fact, it had been pointed out that it was more than 5 years since the building first appeared on English Heritage’s ‘at risk’ list. It is thought that the building is the oldest residential property in Newport Pagnell. An application for Listed Building consent has recently been lodged (minute 6.2.2 above).  
· Red House – MKC Planning Enforcement last responded at the end of November 2020 saying they were waiting for the owners to provide a ‘revised timetable for compliance’ reference the two portacabins (the doors are coming off and they are becoming derelict). Various enforcement issues have been raised here over the past 4 years. 
· The Bull – MKC Planning Enforcement said in November that they would be ‘pursuing further action regarding the outside structure…’. This has been ongoing since April 2020. Similar temporary structures have been erected at The Coachmakers Arms, The Kings Arms and The Plough. The structure at The Dove has since been removed. 
· Shop 42-44 Tickford Street – unauthorised illuminated signage in upstairs window (ongoing since November 2020). 
· Muratis – Unauthorised removal of a 6-foot wall at the rear of the premises. Three large waste containers placed on MKC land at the rear, even though the restaurant had applied for permission to build a bin shelter. The extract ventilation outlets on the external wall are below the required 2m height above ground level. Large restaurant sign at the rear in breach of advertisement consent (ongoing since July 2018). 
· The Paddocks – breach of planning control – still no response after several months. 
· 4 Kingsley Close - Wooden double garage with petrol pump - application was made but was incorrect - no further application lodged.

The Town Clerk had recently spoken to Jonathan Palmer, Head of Planning at MKC, about the above issues and details have been passed to Jonathan in the hope that he can expedite some long-awaited enforcement action.

		ITEM 8 MAR 2021/TP:	LICENCE APPLICATIONS

	8.1	The Committee had no objections to the Street Trading Consent application from Cafe2U for a Mobile Coffee Van to trade Boroughwide Monday to Saturday 08:00 – 15:00.

8.2	The Committee had no objections to the Gambling Premises Licence application from BoyleSports UK, 11-13 St John Street for a new betting shop.

	8.3	The Committee had no objections to the Street Trading Consent application from Really Awesome Coffee for a Mobile Coffee Van to trade Boroughwide Monday to Sunday 07:30 – 16:30.

		ITEM 9 MAR 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

		The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2020/21:
	
		9.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

9.1.1	The Committee received a copy of an email exchange between Cllr Day and a local resident regarding cuts to bus services from 31 March 2021. Most of the issues had been covered earlier under Minute 5.
                      
9.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

9.2.1	The Chairman reported that MKC Highways had carried out patch repairs to some of the potholes previously reported in the Little Linford Lane / Wolverton Road area but had missed some.

	Action: Deputy Clerk to continue pressing MKC Highways to repair outstanding potholes

9.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

9.3.1	The Committee received a copy of Marcus Young Environmental Services’ report dated March 2021 showing the numbers / locations of each dog bin in the town, with photographs of each bin. It was agreed that this was a very informative and helpful document.

9.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

The Committee affirmed that this objective had now been met and agreed to consider an updated 2021/22 objective relating to Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan at the May 2021 full TPEM meeting.
	
9.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

9.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

The Committee received and noted the February report on the activities of the ranger. The Chairman commented that it appeared that the ranger was continuing to carry out work that was the responsibility of others, for example at Willen Road Sports Ground (Places Leisure). He added that the ranger’s contracted 20 hours per week should be spent on the highest priority work. Cllr Day pointed out that he thought 95% of the ranger’s work could be the responsibility of others (mainly MKC) but looking at the photographs in his report it was clear that the ranger, with his van carrying the NPTC logo, was an important asset to the town.
	
ITEM 10 MAR 2021/TP:	FLOOD RESILIENCE IN NEWPORT PAGNELL

10.1	The Committee received the notes of a meeting of the Newport Pagnell Emergency Flood Group held on 11 March 2021. The Chairman said he had added his own notes to give a fuller picture. It was generally agreed that there were many communication problems during the flooding episode at Christmas that were counterproductive to delivering an acceptable response. 

10.2	The issue with the sluice gate at Willen Lake was discussed at the above meeting. The Flood Risk Manager at MKC is to communicate and confirm the location of the Ouzel automated flow gauges at Waterhall Park Bletchley, Broughton Brook and NP cemetery. This data from these locations is used in an algorithm that effects the operation of the automated sluice at Willen Lake. It is in the ownership of Anglian Water and is legally a reservoir.

10.3	EA does not monitor or report on flooding on the Ouzel - A ‘Major Incident’ was not declared by MKC even though there were flooding problems affecting residents in Stony Stratford (circa 50 dwellings), Newport Pagnell and villages north of NP. The flooding was due to heavy rainfall on saturated ground in the rivers Ouzel, Tove and Gt Ouse catchment areas. It was generally agreed that the EA flood warning information/alerts were wholly unsatisfactory as some were given out after the flooding had actually occurred. 

10.4	On the issue access to sandbags and other flood mitigation measures, Cllrs Carr and Winsor are to arrange for a mobile Flood Information Unit to visit Newport Pagnell / local areas to provide residents with information and demonstrations (e.g., gel bag alternative to sandbags). 

ITEM 11 MAR 2021/TP:	TWO WRESTLERS, 51 TICKFORD STREET

This item was dealt with under minutes 6.2.2 and 7 above.

ITEM 12 MAR 2021/TP:	DRAFT PLANNING OBLIGATIONS SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT

The Committee received and noted MKC’s response to comments made by consultees on the Planning Obligations SPD.

ITEM 13 MAR 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2020/21 Month 11 budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 21st April 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 7th April 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
