NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 8th March 2021 at 8.00 pm 
Using Zoom conferencing 


Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage (Vice Chair), Sue Garner, Euan Henderson,  Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, Steve Urwin and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllrs Paul Alexander and Joan Sidebottom, and belated apologies from Cllr Hornblow which were received and accepted.

ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Henderson declared an interest in relation to a possible request to the NP Education Fund. 

ITEM 3. TC/MAR/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/MAR/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	 Resolved to approve the minutes of the Virtual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 8th February 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: PW	Sec: RC 

Matters Arising

4.2	The meeting that was arranged between the Aston Martin Heritage Trust and Milton Keynes Council (MKC) to discuss a possible lease for the old Lovat Meadow Caravan Park site for parking for an Aston Martin Museum has been delayed.    

4.3	The notes on the meeting with the Bury Field Commoners’ Association were received.  It was noted that, provided an MoU was agreed, the Bury Field Commoners were in favour of the Town Council taking ownership of Bury Field Common. 

ITEM 5. TC/MAR/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that, once again, it had been a very quiet month for understandable pandemic reasons.

He was continuing to engage with residents via social media and correspondence.

He had given a speech at the MK Community Foundation event for International Women's Day (8 March 2021) about encouraging more women into local politics.

The Vice Chair reported that he had attended the funeral of ex-Councillor and ex-Mayor of Newport Pagnell, Annette Irwin, at which he had been warmly received as the Town Council’s representative.       

ITEM 6.  TC/MAR/2021:   COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following committee minutes were received by Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Virtual Meeting Minutes dated 17th February 2021. Cllr Henderson asked about any further investigation into the malfunctioning sluice gates managed by Anglian Water at Willen Lake.  It was possible that these sluice gates had been the direct cause of the latest flooding of homes in Newport Pagnell, and that compensation claims may arise.  Cllr Winsor reported that he was addressing the issue at a further meeting with the Flood Group set up by Cllr Carr, on Thursday this week. 

b) The Town Planning Interim Virtual Meeting minutes dated 3rd February 2021.

c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes including Overview and Scrutiny dated 22nd February 2021.

d) The PRAE minutes dated 10th February 2021.

e) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 16th February 2021. 

It was noted that emergency legislation that allows parishes to hold electronic meetings will expire on 6th May 2021.

Action: The Town Clerk to prepare a letter for the Mayor to sign to Jacob Rees-Mogg PC,MP, with a copy to the MP of Milton Keynes North, raising concerns about the expiry of the emergency legislation at a time when the whole population had not been vaccinated.      


ITEM 7.  TC/MAR/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – Cllr Lombardo reported that the Police still had no plans to run electronic community forums, stating that they had more important work to do at this time and had no access to electronic meeting facilities.  The Town Council would be in a position to help the Police host such a meeting if called upon to do so.   
Action: Cllr Phil Winsor to raise the matter at the Parish Forum.
            Cllr Mark Lombardo to elevate the matter to the Sector Inspector.  

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 2021 were received.   

· Parish Forum Meeting – The next meeting will take place in March.   
 
· MK ALC – No meeting had been scheduled.

· Education Trust – no meetings had taken place, but it was confirmed that an application could be put into the Trust to assist with funding for a visit by the Friday Night Youth Club to Caldecote Lake. 

ITEM 8.  TC/MAR/2021:  LEISURE SERVICE COSTS  

8.1	It was noted that Milton Keynes Council had still not been advised by Sport England on the application made on behalf of Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre to the National Leisure Recovery Fund.  

8.2	Cllr Carr, a Milton Keynes South Ward Councillor, had confirmed to the clerk that £150,000 had definitely been placed in the MKC budget for a contribution towards Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre.  However, there was no information on how this funding could be accessed and what evidence would be required by MKC to access it. 

	Action:  A letter to the Director of Finance at MKC is to be written requesting information on how these funds could be acquired.  

8.3	Places Leisure had reported that the organisation will be opening gym and swim facilities on 12th April 2021, but were still facing restrictions on numbers that could use the facility.  Exercise classes could not be reopened until 17th May as this was in direct conflict with the current Government regulations on the matter.   

ITEM 9.  TC/MAR/2021:  PAF OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY  

A report on achievement against objectives was received from the chair of the Policy and Finance committee.  This was noted, without comment.  


ITEM 10.  TC/MAR/2021:  UNLOCKING OF LOCKDOWN FOR COVID-19 
 
It was noted that community centres would be reopening again on 12th April, but that any group running an exercise class could not return until 17th May at the earliest.  Individual users would state in their risk assessments whether their classes were exercise classes or not. 
 
There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.51 pm. The date of the next meeting is 12th April 2021.       




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

