NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a Virtual meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Committee held on Wednesday 21 April 2021 at 8.00pm 80 High Street, Newport Pagnell

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa (from 8.45pm), Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)

	
ITEM 1 APR 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Joan Sidebottom, and apologies for lateness were received and accepted from Cllr Bah-Pokawa.

ITEM 2 APR 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 APR 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public. 

ITEM 4 APR 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 17th March 2021 and 7th April 2021 were agreed as a true record. 

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

ITEM 5 APR 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/00921/FUL	Two storey rear extension replacing part of existing single storey rear extension, pitched roofs over front dormers and fenestration alterations, 31 Swift Close
21/00940/FUL	Proposed demolition of existing conservatory and construction of single storey rear extension, 9 Browning Close 
21/01000/FUL	Proposed single and two storey rear extensions, 7 Gladstone Close
21/00966/FUL	New porch and single storey side extension, 31 Pennycress Way  
21/01057/FUL	Proposed single storey rear extension, 11 Lakes Lane 
21/00516/FUL	Proposed porch to the side, conservatory to the front and single storey extension to the rear, Abbey Lodge, Priory Street      

5.1.1	21/00962/CLUP - Certificate of lawfulness for the proposed removal of the existing window and demolish brickwork below. Install new white uPVC double glazed French doors, 20 Welland Drive - The Committee objected to this application on the grounds that the French doors at the front of the property would be incongruous and adversely affect the streetscene. A more compatible design would be a part-glazed/part brickwork opening.
	
5.1.2	20/03412/FUL - Erection of one dwelling following demolition of garages and the relocation of the vehicular access, 3 Hill View, Wolverton Road – The Committee objected to this application on similar grounds to those stated at the 3rd February 2021 TPEM meeting. Despite the Chairman’s subsequent discussions with the architect about amending the design, the only change in this latest application is the removal of the railing in front of the Juliet window. The Committee agreed that its original objection would remain:

The contemporary design, with cedar wood cladding and zinc roof, is out of character with the surrounding properties in Hill View and would have an adverse effect on the streetscene. 

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination

5.1.3	21/00867/FUL - Change of use from single dwelling house (C3) to children's home (C2) for 2 no. children and 4 no. carers, 3 Gladstone Close – The Chairman had been in dialogue with the architect and had pointed out two anomalies in the planning statement but these had not yet been corrected in the statement:

1. The existing dwelling is a 4-bedroom, not a 3-bedroom house.
2. The reference to the temporary outdoor coffee bar does not accord with the accompanying plans, which are silent on this.

After a long discussion on the various social issues involved, and the suitability of such a commercial venture in a residential housing area, the Committee agreed to object to the application on the grounds that incomplete information had been provided in the accompanying documentation to enable the Committee to make a proper and reasoned assessment of the application. The applicant’s architect had been given the opportunity to clarify these irregularities but had failed to do so.

	The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC/P for determination

		5.2	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

		ITEM 6 APR 2021/TP:	PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

		There had been no response yet from MKC’s Head of Planning to the various outstanding planning enforcement issues he had been asked to investigate.

		Action: Deputy Clerk to chase

		
	ITEM 7 APR 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 					AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

		The Committee discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for 2020/21:
	
		7.1	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.1.1	Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) - The Committee received a copy of Full Town Council Minute 7 which highlighted a divergence of opinion amongst councillors on the success or otherwise of the DRT initiative. There has been criticism about the general lack of information available to residents. The Committee felt that the issue of CCTV in the buses was of vital importance for the safety of users but this did not appear to have been addressed.

	Resolved to write to Cllr Wilson-Marklew highlighting the mixed feedback from users and the general lack of information available to them. Further resolved to offer the help of the Town Council to obtain more feedback from users on how the service is being received, eg via the NPTC website.

	Prop:  PW	Sec: PD

	Action: Deputy Clerk
                      
7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

There were no outstanding highways issues.

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.3.1	Cllr Pearson drew attention to the blue circles being drawn around dog faeces, particularly along Railway Walk and on Bury Field. This was being done by the ranger and is an initiative designed to raise public awareness of the need for dog owners to act responsibly and pick up their dogs’ mess.

7.3.2	The Chairman said that the glass recycling boxes put out by residents on parts of the Poets estate on Monday had still not been emptied. He had complained to Nick Hannon, MKC’s Head of Waste, pointing out that residents were trying to recycle but were being frustrated by MKC’s inaction. Other members pointed out similar situations in other parts of Newport Pagnell, suggesting that the problem was widespread across the town. Cllr Lombardo pointed out that MKC’s Paul Freeman had put a post on social media advising residents to temporarily dispose of their bottles in black sacks and the glass would be recycled further down the line. The Committee agreed that this new policy information should have been conveyed to the Town Council as well as posted on FB. It was thought that staffing shortages at Serco were contributing to the problem but these were gradually being addressed by Serco/MKC.

	Resolved to write to MKC Head of Waste pointing out that the waste collection issue appeared to be widespread across Newport Pagnell, and to ask why the advice to residents posted on social media was not formally communicated to the Town Council via the normal channels.

		Prop:  PW	Sec: RP

	Action: Deputy Clerk

7.3.3	Cllr Day mentioned that a number of mass litter picking events were being organised and information on these was being posted on the NP Facebook page. The Chairman thought that this information should also be disseminated directly to councillors. Not all of whom were regular users of social media.

7.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

This objective to be updated at the May 2021 full TPEM meeting.
	
7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

7.6.1	The Committee received and noted the March report on the activities of the ranger. 

7.6.2	The Committee received a copy of the ranger’s schedule of work. The Chairman stressed that all work allocated to the ranger, whether instructed by councillors or officers, should appear on this schedule. All works requested should be directed via the office. The Chairman added that he thought the marking of blue lines around dog mess (minute 7.3.1 above) should now cease and the ranger’s attention focused on more important work in the community.
	
ITEM 8 APR 2021/TP:	NEWPORT PAGNELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NPNP) - VERSION 2

The Committee received a copy of the Examiner’s Clarification Note on the submitted NPNP Version 2, together with the Town Council’s draft formal response (in red) to the Examiner’s comments therein.

Resolved to approve the draft response of the Town Council to the questions raised by the examiner in his Clarification Note dated 8 April 2021.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  PD

Action: Deputy Clerk to submit the formal response to MKC’s David Blandamer for forwarding to the examiner

ITEM 9 APR 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Committee received and noted the 2020/21 Month 12 pre-year-end budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.02pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 19th May 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 5th May 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
