NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Working Group held on Wednesday 19 May 2021 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom

Present:  	Cllrs Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

	
In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
			14 members of the public
	
ITEM 1 MAY 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

1.1	The Working Group welcomed Cllr Winsor as the re-elected Chair and Cllr Carman as the new Vice-Chair.

1.2	Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Paul Day and Philip Gage.

ITEM 2 MAY 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 MAY 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

The Chair welcomed the members of the public to the meeting who wished express their concerns about planning application 21/01261/FUL. The Chair pointed out that the Newport Pagnell Archers had obtained pre-application advice last September which indicated that the development could be supported in principle provided that acceptable information in respect of access, parking and landscaping accompanied a full planning application. He added that it was important to focus only on those material planning considerations relating to the application. Further, the Town Council is only a consultee on the application and not the Planning Authority making the final decision.

The main concerns of the residents centred around the following:

· Parking – only 3 accessible bays provided on site and therefore vehicles will park in surrounding roads, ie Swift Close, Scott Drive and Westbury Lane where on-street parking provision is scarce and there are blind bends. Lakes Lane could not accommodate any increased parking.
· 3m high fence will hide the hedgerows and attract graffiti.
· Adverse effect on the well-used natural open spaces and meadow land enjoyed by walkers.
· Potential flood risk to the field.

The members of the public left the virtual meeting and the Working Group continued with the meeting.

ITEM 4 MAY 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the meetings held on 21st April 2021 and 5th May 2021 were unanimously agreed as a true record with the following amendment:

Meeting 5th May 2021, Minute 4.1.2 – Resolved to make minor amendments to this minute to replace it with the narrative of Alan Mills’ representation emailed to the Town Council on 3rd May 2021, plus a condition that Milton Keynes Council’s MK East Development Framework SPD is strictly adhered to in relation to the potential impact the Hub will have on the vitality and viability of Newport Pagnell High Street. The development must help to support Newport Pagnell retail provision. The existing proposal is contrary to the SPD which states that the development must not undermine Newport Pagnell's High Street.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

ITEM 5 MAY 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/01188/FUL	Single storey rear extension (retrospective), 5 Goldsmith Drive
21/01289/PANOTH	Prior notification for change of use from Class A1 Retail to Class A3 Restaurant, 6 The Green
21/00992/FUL	Retrospective permission for single storey extension, incorporation of outbuilding and addition of two windows on ground floor side elevation, 1 Abbey Terrace, Priory Street  
21/01311/FUL	Proposed single storey rear extension and loft conversion including a rear dormer and rooflights on the front and rear roofslopes, 6 Church View  
21/01329/FUL	Single storey extension to existing home office to provide WC, 1 Frederica Cottages, Caldecote Street
	
5.1.2	21/01261/FUL - Creation of an outdoor archery field with new vehicular access and disabled parking area, Land West of Lakes Lane, Lakes Lane – The Working Group, having listened to the concerns of the residents, carefully considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that there were no real material planning considerations that could be considered in objection. Unfortunately, there was no guidance in the form of set parking standards relating to outdoor archery fields, but the Working Group felt that overall the proposals would benefit sport and diversity in the Town. The detailed Planning Statement submitted in support of the application was a comprehensive document that, in the view of the Working Group, satisfactorily addressed all the issues. If the application is successful, the parking situation will be monitored and if it is subsequently found that residents’ concerns about inconsiderate parking are substantiated then mitigation measures can be investigated.

5.2	The Working Group received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

ITEM 6 MAY 2021/TP:	CONSULTATIONS ON ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION INFRASTRUCTURE

6.1	The Working Group received a consultation document from NALC inviting the Town Council’s views on the proposed changes to permitted development rights for the installation, alteration and replacement of electronic communications infrastructure. The consultation, launched by the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), looks at how to implement the proposals consulted on in August 2019 to support the deployment of 5G and extend mobile coverage. The Committee noted the consultation details but felt that there was insufficient background information to enable it to make an informed response.

6.2	The Working Group received preplanning consultation details from WHP Telecoms Ltd relating to their proposed 5G telecommunications installation in Wordsworth Avenue. The Working Group unanimously agreed that the proposed installation was an eyesore and totally out of keeping in this residential location. There was no compelling reason to site the cabinet and 18m high mast in the footpath in Wordsworth Avenue, near to a large school. It was suggested that, as there is an existing lighting mast in the nearby car park, the two installations could be combined. 

	The Deputy Clerk will, in accordance with members views, under delegated authority of the Town Clerk, object to the proposed 5G telecommunications installation on Wordsworth Avenue

	Action: Deputy Clerk to write to WHP Telecoms under delegated authority.  
	
ITEM 7 MAY 2021/TP:	PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

Despite a number of reminders, there has still been no response from MKC’s Head of Planning to the various outstanding planning enforcement issues he had been asked to investigate. The Chair confirmed that the suspected breach of planning control at The Paddocks site had now been resolved, but the remaining issues, as detailed in the Town Council’s emails to Jonathan Palmer, had not. Further, there had been no meaningful response by Planning Enforcement to the Chairman’s report of a possible breach of planning control at The Dove public house, where an exterior patio area had been constructed. A long marquee had also recently been erected in the rear garden of the Red House, where the 2 portacabins were still in place. It was agreed that the matter would now be escalated to Paul Thomas, Interim Director of Planning, Strategic Transport & Placemaking.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Paul Thomas under delegated authority.  
		
ITEM 8 MAY 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 			AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Working Group discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for
2020/21 and made amendments to these for 2021/22 where necessary:
	
8.1.	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

There were no outstanding public transport issues.

8.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

8.2.1		Cllr Clarke reported that a resident of Tickford Street had complained to him about ponding in the road outside her property that occurs after heavy rain. The rainwater and sludge build up is then thrown onto her driveway by passing vehicles causing a sludge deposit.

	Action: Cllr Clarke to email the office with details so that this can be reported to MKC Highways

8.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

8.3.1	The Working Group received and noted a copy of the Environment Agency document entitled ‘Newport Pagnell Winter Flooding Briefing’. It was noted that the EA is now assisting MKC with their section 19 flood investigation report which will ‘contain recommendations for future improvements to managing and responding to flooding in your area’

8.4	To progress with Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, to undertake pre-submission consultation in September 2020 with a view to submitting before December 2020

This objective had been achieved. The objective will be amended to ‘Progress with Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing to monitor the implementation of Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan.’ 

8.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

8.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

8.6.1	The Committee received and noted the April report on the activities of the ranger. 

8.6.2	The Committee received a copy of the ranger’s schedule of work. The Chairman reminded members that if they required the ranger to undertake any work they should submit a request in the agreed format using the appropriate spreadsheet. 

ITEM 9 MAY 2021/TP:	NEWPORT PAGNELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NPNP)

The Working Group received and approved the notes of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group meeting on 6 May 2021.

ITEM 10 MAY 2021/TP:	COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 2022/23

The Working Group received from MKC copies of a number of documents relating to the 2022/23 Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) applications, the deadline for which is 27 August 2021. The CIF provides specific funding for public realm projects that benefit the community by improving the environment, creating opportunities or addressing any local concerns such as road safety. The maximum contribution from MKC will be £20,000 per parish (£40,000 total project value) and MKC’s share of the cost of the project will be no greater than 50% excluding VAT. Parishes can make up to 3 applications for the maximum funding contribution of £20,000, which must be match-funded from the parish.

The Working Group decided that, given the current budgetary constraints, it would not put forward any proposals for match funding under the 2022/23 CIF scheme.

ITEM 11 MAY 2021/TP:	PARKING AT CHICHELEY STREET PLAY AREA

The Working Group discussed recent complaints from residents about inconsiderate parking by users of the park. It was agreed that an application for match funding under the CIF scheme for additional parking would be considered when the financial situation allowed.  

ITEM 12 MAY 2021/TP:	CAR CLUB CONSULTATION

The Working Group received the consultation details from MKC. Car Club is a scheme where members have access to low emission vehicles on a pay as you go basis, either a very short rental of 1 hour or an all-day booking. The scheme is designed to help to reduce reliance on a private car and can be used for multiple purposes while avoiding the costs of owning a car. The consultation is currently open for local people and businesses to suggest locations for the Car Club vehicles and also to understand what cars are needed – electric, vans or smaller cars. The Car Club project provides public rental access to cars or vans at various locations throughout the city delivered by Enterprise Car Club.

The Working Group welcomed the proposals but had no particular comments to make.

ITEM 13 MAY 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Working Group noted that the 2021/22 Month 1 budget report would not be available until next month.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 23rd June 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 9th June 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
