NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of an interim meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Working Group held on Wednesday 9 June 2021 at 7.30pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom

Present:  	Cllrs Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

Absent:	

In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
			2 members of the public
			

ITEM 1 JUN 2021/TP(i):	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Philip Gage.

ITEM 2 JUN 2021/TP(i):	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 JUN 2021/TP(i):	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Two members of the public attended the meeting to voice their concerns about planning application 21/01300/PANOTH for the proposed 5G telecommunications installation on Wordsworth Avenue. Before they addressed the Working Group, the Chairman reminded them that the purpose of the application was to determine whether prior approval would be required for the installation. TPEM had responded to WHP Telecoms’ preplanning consultation at the last meeting and had made it clear that the Town Council was opposed to the proposals in a residential area.

The residents’ concerns were that the installation would be in a residential area close to a school and bus stop. It would be unscreened and conspicuous, and against Milton Keynes Council’s own guidelines for telecommunications installations. The cabinet would also be an obstruction to pedestrians. Other concerns expressed were the possibility of radiation emissions, interference with TV/satellite signals and the effect on house prices of such an installation. They queried why the equipment should be located in this area when there surely must be other suitable and less intrusive sites.

The members of the public left the virtual meeting and the Working Group continued with the meeting.

ITEM 4 JUN 2021/TP(i):	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

4.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings 
conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/01394/FUL	Single storey rear extension and side chimney, 6 Sitwell Close
21/01370/FUL	Single storey front extension, widening of existing dropped kerb, landscaping and bike store all to front of house, 1 Nene Close 
20/01230/FUL	New Porch to front elevation, 59 Greenfield Road
21/01393/DISCON	Details submitted pursuant to the discharge of conditions 4 (Proposed External Materials); 6 (Lighting); 7 (CCTV); 8 (Bicycle Storage); 11 (Mechanical); 14 (Archaeological Findings) and 17 (Smoking Shelter) attached to planning application 19/01975/FUL, 18 - 20 St John Street  
21/01450/FUL	Proposed single storey rear extension, 46 Flora Thompson Drive  
21/01484/FUL	Part two storey and part single storey side and rear extensions and internal alterations, 80 Lakes Lane  
21/01492/FUL	Loft conversion with rear dormer, 115 High Street  
21/01468/DISCON	Details submitted pursuant to condition 3 (Materials and Construction) and 4 (Details and Elevations) attached to planning application 02/01265/FUL, Abbey Lodge, Priory Street
21/00972/FUL	Top boundary wall at back of property with coping stones, 5 Courthouse Mews  
21/01368/FUL	The conversion of storage area to provide additional retail unit (Class E(a)) along with external alterations incorporating an additional window display area and entrance, 42 Annesley Road  
21/01339/FUL	Single storey front extension, 13 Sheppards Close  
21/01552/FUL	Removal of existing conservatory and creation of new Kitchen extension/Family room, 9 Foxglove Court  
21/01553/FUL 	Remove existing conservatory and erect new one with solid roof and glazed panels, 2 Carlton Close 
21/01378/FUL	Loft conversion with rear box dormer, 11 Thomas Drive  
21/01574/DISCON	Details submitted pursuant to the discharge of conditions 3 (Details of Materials); 4 (Surface Water Drainage); 8 (EV Charging Point) and 9 (Landscaping Boundary Treatments) in relation to allowed appeal for planning application 19/03105/FUL, 162 Wolverton Road

4.2	The Deputy Clerk will, in accordance with members views, under delegated authority of the Town Clerk, make the following representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:

4.2.1	21/01300/PANOTH – Prior notification for a proposed 18m Phase 8 Monopole C/W wrapround Cabinet at base and associated ancillary works, Telecommunications Hub, Wordsworth Avenue.

The Working Group, having earlier listened to the concerns of the residents, agreed that prior approval is needed and further agreed to reiterate its objections to the proposed installation expressed at the last meeting, ie, that it is an eyesore and totally out of keeping in this residential location. There is no compelling reason to site the cabinet and 18m high mast in the footpath in Wordsworth Avenue, near to a large school.

	It was further agreed that MKC would be asked to explain the criteria that are considered when deciding on a suitable location for the equipment and whether proper consideration is given to the environmental impact of such an installation. It was suggested that a meeting with the applicant would help the Town Council to understand why the Wordsworth Avenue site was chosen.

4.2.2	21/00846/LBC - Listed building consent for alterations associated with residential conversion into flats and change in size of commercial unit including: creating an opening in rear wall of commercial unit for basement access, replace garage door with double doors, insertion of new staircase and floor in garage, removal of spiral staircase and minor internal changes associated with conversion of ground and upper parts of building into habitable spaces / alteration of existing habitable spaces, 5 High Street  

	The Working Group objected to this application on the grounds that there is insufficient parking provision allowed for in the development, and it is thus not compliant with Milton Keynes Council Parking Standards.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC/P for determination

	
4.2.3	21/01285/FUL - Creation of 3 x 1 bedroom flats and alterations to floor area of retail unit, 5 High Street       

	As with 4.2.2 above, the Working Group objected to this application on the grounds that there is insufficient parking provision allowed for in the development, and is thus not compliant with Milton Keynes Council Parking Standards.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC/P for determination

4.2.4	21/01425/PNHSE - Prior application to determine if approval is required for the single storey rear extension that extends beyond the rear by 6m and has a height of 2.4m to the eaves, 20 Queens Avenue

	The Working Group agreed that, owing to the adverse effect on the streetscene of the proposed long rear extension, full planning approval must be sought by the applicant.

4.2.5	21/01463/FUL - Proposed single storey front extension and first floor rear extension, 34 Cromwell Avenue  

The Working Group objected to this application on the grounds that the proposed front extension would project out too far and would adversely affect the streetscene.

4.2.6	21/01462/CLUP - Garden extension to be enclosed with a fence, 16 Thurne Close  

	The Working Group noted that there appeared to be a potential legal issue involving the ownership of a strip of the land in question, but purely on planning grounds the Working Group objected to the resultant loss of amenity land at Riverside Meadow if the land was fenced off.

4.2.7	21/01408/FUL - Two storey rear extension, 12 Spring Gardens

The views of the Working Group were split on this application with three members expressing concerns that the proposal represented an overdevelopment of the site. There are numerous existing brick structures on the site. The Chairman had the casting vote and agreed that the Town Council should register its concern as to the overdevelopment of the site, but if the proposal complied with MKC’s current standards then it would be acceptable.

4.2.8	21/01554/FUL - Proposed single storey rear extension, 4 Swift Close

The Working Group had no particular objection to this application but thought that it should be emphasised that the boundary line of the new works should marry up with the site boundary line between the two semi-detached properties.



		4.3	The Committee received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions. 



There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm. 	


The next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 23 June 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. 


7
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
