NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Working Group held on Wednesday 23 June 2021 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom

Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Chair)

	
In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)
			Cllr Philip Gage
			2 members of the public
	
ITEM 1 JUN 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Mark Lombardo.

ITEM 2 JUN 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 JUN 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

The Chair welcomed two Gladstone Close residents to the meeting to voice their concerns about planning application 21/00867/FUL. The Chair emphasised that any comments should be based solely on material planning considerations.

One resident, a retired police officer, spoke about crime and the fear of crime in the Gladstone Close area, citing examples of previous antisocial behaviour by teenagers linked to the care home.

A second resident spoke about the potential parking issues created by the proposals. The application states that off-road parking is provided for four vehicles, but the resident said that there would inevitably be more visitors needing parking spaces. He added that one of the parking spaces would be very close to the front window of the house and would constitute a serious fire risk. 3 Gladstone Close is on a bend and very close to a junction so any vehicle parking on the pavement/road would cause an obstruction and could prevent emergency vehicles from getting past. 

The second resident ended by pointing out that there was an existing children’s’ home some three miles away in Haversham and therefore queried the need for one in Gladstone Close.

The Chair thanked the two residents for addressing the working group and the meeting continued.

ITEM 4 JUN 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the meetings held on 19th May 2021 and 9th June 2021 were agreed as a true record.

Prop:	PW	Sec:  RC

ITEM 5 JUN 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/01571/FUL	Erection of a white UPVC Conservatory at the rear of property, 28 Friary Gardens
21/01691/FUL	Proposed garage modifications, new porch extension and rear conservatory, 22 Kipling Drive
21/01798/TCA	Notification of intention to reduce branches of (T1) Horse Chestnut over building’s roof giving 2 meters clearance, no other work to be done on remaining crown, Tickford Abbey Residential Home, Priory Street.
21/01822/FUL	Demolition of existing two storey rear extension, erection of a two-storey rear & side extension, garage conversion and infill of existing carport to form garage, 34 London Road.

5.1.2	21/00867/FUL – Change of use from single dwelling house (C3) to children's home (C2) for 2 no. children and 2 no. carers operating per shift pattern and the conversion of the existing garage to additional habitable living space with the removal of existing garage door and replacement with new entrance doors, 3 Gladstone Close. AMENDED PROPOSAL – The Working Group, having earlier listened to the concerns of the residents, carefully considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that the application should be refused on the following grounds:

· The proposed change of use from a residential property to a commercial care home is unacceptable. The property should remain a family dwelling in a quiet residential street (the purpose for which it was built) and not converted into a business with the attendant noise, disturbance, and antisocial behaviour risks.   
· Parking provision is inadequate and would result in highway safety hazards.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination

5.1.3	21/01746/FUL – Single storey side extension, 14 Kipling Drive - The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that the application should be allowed but with a condition attached that the proposed workshop should not be used as habitable space at any time in the future.
	
5.1.4	21/01762/FUL – Flat roof over existing structure and first floor over extension (resubmission of 20/03023/FUL),151 Tickford Street - The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that the application should be refused on the grounds that there is insufficient parking provision to meet the demand created by the resultant larger property.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination

5.1.5	21/01792/CLUP – Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed shed dormer and roof windows, 151 Tickford Street – The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that the application should be refused on the grounds that there is insufficient parking provision to meet the demand created by the resultant larger property.

5.1.6	21/01813/FUL - The demolition of the existing detached garage and erection of a new dwelling (re-submission of 21/00527/FUL), 90 Pennycress Way – The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that the application should be refused on the grounds that there are no material changes to the previous application 21/00527/FUL to which the TPEM Committee had objected and which had been refused planning consent.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination
	
5.1.7	The Working Group noted that an appeal had been lodged by Manor Farm Developments Ltd against the refusal of planning application 20/01732/FUL for the erection of a building comprising two B1 office units with associated parking and landscaping at land at Caldecote Street.

5.2	The Working Group received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

ITEM 6 JUN 2021/TP:	PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

The Chair confirmed that Gary Dunne, MKC’s senior planning enforcement officer, had since left the employment of MKC leaving a number of enforcement issues still unresolved. The Working Group agreed that these would be taken up again with the Head of Planning at MKC to try to expedite the resolution of these matters.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Jonathan Palmer under delegated authority.  
		
ITEM 7 JUN 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 			AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Working Group discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for
2021/22:
	
7.1.	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

There were no outstanding public transport issues.

7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.2.1	The Working Group received a copy of an email from a resident regarding speeding on Westbury Lane, with drivers ignoring the rules and driving recklessly over roundabouts. The Working Group agreed that this was an ongoing problem and there was a lack of enforcement action by the police. It was agreed that this issue would be raised at the next Parish Forum meeting. Cllr Clarke pointed out that he had received an email that day from MK police asking for information about such issues.

7.2.2	The Working Group received an invitation from the MKC Highways Communications Manager to complete a short survey. It was agreed that there was too little information provided to understand the point of such a survey and that this would be conveyed to MKC Highways.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Rachel Munday under delegated authority.  

7.2.3	The Working Group received details of an offer from MKC Highways for a free supply of yellow paint for bollards. It was agreed that this offer would be taken up so that the ranger could be tasked with the job at some future time.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to request the paint from Rachel Munday under delegated authority.  

7.2.4	Cllr Clarke drew attention to the problem of robot delivery vehicles parked (sometimes overnight) on pavements and redways, a subject that had been raised with MKC recently. He said that, despite assurances, the issue had not been resolved.
	
Action: Deputy Clerk to again write to Brian Matthews under delegated authority.  

7.2.5	Cllr Clarke raised the issue of misuse of electric scooters, and several members of the Working Group cited examples of reckless e-scooter drivers, including one driving at speed on the highway with a young child on the front. Cllr Day commented that the problem was not only among the rental e-scooters (currently being trialled in MK) but also private scooter owners where enforcement action was down to the police. It was agreed that a meeting would be sought with the officer responsible at MKC Highways.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Brian Matthews under delegated authority.  

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.3.1	The Working Group received consultation details from MKC on the proposed extension and variation of the Alcohol Public Space Protection Order (PSPO). After a lengthy discussion it was generally agreed that, especially since a lot of investment has gone into parks in the town, the rules should not be too draconian so that law-abiding citizens cannot enjoy a drink with a picnic in the parks. Cllr Day said he did not want prohibition but sensible enforcement, and Cllr Carman said he was not in favour of greater powers being given to the police. He added that this was a far cry from the previous Drinking Control Orders. It was agreed that a meeting would be sought with MKC’s Community Safety Officer to discuss the issue and to understand how strict the enforcement measures would be

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Jane Forster under delegated authority.  


7.3.2	The Working Group discussed at length the recent flooding issues and agreed that Cllr Jane Carr was doing some good work is raising awareness of the problem and the measures being taken to mitigate the effects of the floods. The Chair said he had sent Cllr Carr photographs of the flooding in Wolverton Road and Priory Street. It was noted that Stony Stratford TC had asked to work with NP Town Council to tackle the common flooding issues. The Chair reminded members that MKC’s Section 19 Flood Investigation Report was still awaited. This he said would provide a lot of answers relating to the December 2020 flooding.

7.4	To progress with Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing to monitor the implementation of Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan 

It was noted that Version 2 of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan was formally ‘made’ by MKC on 16 June 2021. The next NPIG meeting to progress Version 3 was scheduled for 8 July 2021.

7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

7.6.1	The Committee received and noted the May report on the activities of the ranger. Cllr Bah-Pokawa said she would like to commend the ranger for his excellent work in cleaning the street signage

7.6.2	The Committee received a copy of the ranger’s schedule of work. The Chair reported that the London Road gateway sign was currently obscured by overhanging vegetation and Cllr Pearson reported that vegetation was overhanging the pavement by the gate to Portfields School.

The Chairman again reminded members that if they required the ranger to undertake any work they should submit a request in the agreed format using the appropriate spreadsheet. 

ITEM 8 JUN 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Working Group received and noted the 2021/22 Month 1 budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 21st July 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 7th July 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
