NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 14th June 2021 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa (Vice Chair), Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Sue Garner, Euan Henderson,  Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	   Two residents of Newport Pagnell (for part of the meeting).

	 
ITEM 1.  TC/JUNE/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllr Ian Carman, Mark Lombardo and Sam Langridge which were received and accepted.  Cllr Harris was not present at the meeting and did not tender apologies.   

ITEM 2.  TC/JUNE/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared. 

ITEM 3. TC/JUNE/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

The local residents who lived in close proximity to one of the Town Council’s temporary allotment sites asked about rumours they had heard about the disposal of the site to build an Aston Martin Heritage Centre.  Cllr Day explained that the Town Council has been in discussion with the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) for many years, about finding a suitable site for their planned heritage centre, as they had outgrown their existing site in Oxford. AMHT had hoped to find a suitable site in Newport Pagnell because of the town’s close links to Aston Martin.  The historical buildings in Tickford Street had proved unsuitable for their purposes, so the Town Council had sought an alternative site for the Heritage Centre, which would rival the museums of other prestigious vehicles, e.g. the Lamborghini Museum in Italy and the Porsche Museum in Germany. It was only very recently that the AMHT had decided not to pursue another option they had for a site elsewhere, and had created a Business Plan for the Heritage Centre.   MKC were in the process of agreeing that the AMHT could lease the old caravan park land for parking for the Heritage Centre.   The Town Council supported the view that the Heritage Centre would be a major asset for the town, economically and socially, and would help to put Newport Pagnell ‘on the map’ as a tourist destination.  The land temporary used as an allotment site had proved suitable for the AMHT’s requirements, so the Town Council was in discussion  regarding heads of terms for an agreement to lease.  However, planning permission  for use of the site would still have to be obtained in the usual way through the Planning Authority, and this would be the residents’ opportunity to comment on the consultation. 

The residents asked whether there would be an option for them to procure their existing allotment plots which were based close to their homes.  Until a final design is put forward, this question cannot be answered.  

The Town Council would be writing to plot holders very soon to advise them of these developments, but until a planning application was approved, nothing was cast in stone. The Town Council was considering additional allotment provision at the Burgess Gardens site, which was already designated for allotments.          

ITEM 4.  TC/JUNE/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 10th May 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: PW	Sec: SG 

Matters Arising

4.2	It was noted that, whilst the land valuation had been completed on the old Lovat Meadow Caravan Park site, the proposed heads of terms for an agreement to lease had not been shared with the Town Council.

	Action:  The clerk to follow this up with a letter to Stuart Proffitt of MKC. 

4.3	The Neighbourhood Plan V2 has been approved by the MKC Cabinet and is due to be ‘made’ at the MKC Full Council meeting on 16th June 2021.  

ITEM 5. TC/JUNE/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that:
· He had been representing the Town Council on his own social media and when out and about in town in person too. Issues raised had included the planning application for the Newport Pagnell Archery Club, housing the proposed Aston Martin Heritage Centre and more recently, the announcement by MKC that it wished to transfer Buryfield Common to the Town Council. 
· He connected a representative of the Women’s Institute with the Mead Centre volunteers who are now organising a town wide “yard sale” for 3rd July.
· He had visited various businesses in town.
· On 19th May, the Mayor and his wife were official virtual guests to the MK Mayor making. Councillor Khan was elected as the 2021-22 Mayor.
· On 21st  May he joined the local rotary club with Cllrs Gage and Kitchen, and members of Wendy’s family  to formally welcome the bench refurbished in memory of ex-Mayor and long-time Councillor, Wendy Egan. 
· On 22nd May, he visited the Mead Centre to see progress and made some promotional videos for them.
· On 25th May the Mayor and his wife were invited for a visit around Portfields school. 
· On 11th June he promoted getting vaccinated (by having his own). 

The Vice Chair reported that:
· She attended in person the new MK mayor, Mo Khan's inauguration ceremony 

· She visited the fish store, not only to introduce herself, but with a hope of meeting more of the Romanian community in town through the fishmonger. 

· She watched the cricketers on Willen Road Sports Ground, offered to have a ‘go’ with a bat and then held a long discussion with the head of the cricket team about the lack of adequate storage space to store their sports kit in.

· She visited a youth/young adults play area in MKC. 


ITEM 6.  TC/JUNE/2021:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 19th May 2021. 

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 5th May 2021.

c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 24th May 2021.

d) The CEPR minutes dated 12th May 2021.

e) Parks and Property minutes dated 5th May 2021

f) The Business Development minutes dated 17th May 2021. 

g) The Allotment minutes dated 18th May 2021.



ITEM 7.  TC/JUNE/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No further information  from the police other than information that the new Public Space Protection Order had been used twice for antisocial behaviour on the ‘beach’ area of Buryfield Common. 
· Youth Club Trust – No meetings of the Trust had taken place.   

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meeting had been held. 
 
· MK ALC – No meeting had been scheduled.

· Education Trust – No meetings had taken place. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
· MKC Economic Development – notes of a meeting between the Town Council and the MKC Economic Development team were received which discussed possible applications that could be made to two economic recovery funds. 

· Notes of a meeting held with MKC  Conservative Ward Councillors in Newport Pagnell were received.  
 
ITEM 8.  TC/JUNE/2021:  CORPORATE GOVERNANCE   

8.1	Resolved to open a co-option process and to interview candidates for co-option for the vacancy in Newport Pagnell South Ward, at the meeting of Full Council on 12th July 2021.

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW

8.2	Council received and reviewed the report on Corporate Governance within the Council. It was noted that the Policy and Finance Working Group had examined Corporate Governance in detail, and was therefore able to advise Full Council that it was meeting its legal and fiduciary obligations for governance of the Council.   

8.3 	Council received the year-end internal audit report, noting that there were no issues raised by this audit. 

8.4	Council received the risk review and risk register undertaken by the Policy and Finance Working Group, and considered that risk management had been properly addressed by the Council. Risk reduction mechanisms had been put in place where appropriate in this most difficult of years that had placed huge financial burdens on the Council.    

8.5	 Resolved to answer in the affirmative the following Corporate Governance questions in Section 1 of the 2020/21 Annual Return, and to sign this section of AGAR:  

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements. 
2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or manage its finances. 
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing the Council and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required. 
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems. 
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from     internal and external audit. 
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.  

Further resolved that the question on trust fund management is not applicable to the Council. 

         Prop: EH	Sec: PD    
 

ITEM 9.  TC/JUNE/2021:  ANNUAL RETURN AND ANNUAL REPORT  

9.1	Council received a report on the year-end balances and movements from the Responsible Finance Office. 

Resolved to approve and sign the 2020/21 year-end accounts.

	Prop: PD	Sec: RH

9.2	Council considered the Accounting Statement in Section 2 of AGAR, matching this to the year-end accounts produced by the Council’s Accountant. 	

9.3	Resolved to approve and sign Section 2 of the 2020/21 AGAR.

	Prop: PD	Sec: RH

9.4	Resolved that the dates for the public inspection of the 2020/21 accounts will be 28th June to 6th August 2021.

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW

9.4	Resolved that the Chairman of the Council would write the opening address for the Annual Report and that members who were chairs of Working Groups last year would write a paragraph on their Working Groups for the Annual Report. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: RH 	


ITEM 10.  TC/JUNE/2021:  STANDING ORDERS

10.1 AND 10.2  Two motions from Cllr Lombardo were deferred, owing to his absence from the meeting. 

10.3	Resolved to add Cllr Day to the members of the Policy and Finance Working Group. 

10.4	Further resolved to remove Cllr Gage from the TPEM and TPIM Working Groups.

	Prop: PD	Sec: PG 

 
 ITEM 11.  TC/JUNE/2021:  COMPENSATION FOR MOVING ALLOTMENTS

Apropos the issue raised at item 3 above, Council discussed the matter of possible compensation for plot holders in the event this becomes necessary.

The following items were raised: 
· The Allotment Association could be contacted to establish a method of plot valuation in relation to garden produce. This method of valuation would not consider plot structures or soil quality, only viable produce on each plot. 
· Plot holders will be written to in September 2021 advising them of the possibility of a site disposal under lease and the opportunities to acquire another plot elsewhere
· Allotment legislation in the Allotment Act 1950 must be taken into account which advises that compensation equal to a year’s rental must be paid. The outcome of a subsequent court case which resulted in a specific case of 4 years of allotment rental being granted in line with the Allotment Act of1922 must also be considered. Allotment rental could be deferred rather than paid out in a lump sum.
· A general view was that some form of compensation should be made available to plot holders who are forced to move plots. 
· An understanding that it was necessary to pursue the building of additional allotments on the Burgess Gardens site now as a discrete project, and that, to this end, the clerk should write to neighbouring properties in this area as soon as possible to consult with them.
· There should be an exploration of any flood risk factors on the temporary allotment site.    



There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.25 pm. The date of the next meeting is 12th July 2021.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

