NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 19th July 2021 at 10.30 am. 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
	A member of the public for part of the meeting. 
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JULY/2021: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for this meeting.   

ITEM 2.  BD/JULY/ 2021:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/JULY/ 2021:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

The member of the public mentioned that his earlier concerns about Newport Pagnell Town Council having the necessary trained staff to manage a site of the magnitude and ecological importance of Buryfield Common had been allayed, and he had been reassured by the Town Council’s intentions to obtain ecological advice on this site.  He would therefore now be supporting the proposal. 
 
ITEM 6.   BD/JULY/2021: BURY COMMON 

The chair proposed an amendment to the agenda to take item 6 first, and this was agreed.  

Objective for the 2021/22 Council year: To progress the transfer of Bury Field Common and Meadow to Newport Pagnell Town Council, including the transfer of the Rural Grants on this site.   

Cllr Henderson mentioned that he had spoken to Andrew Craddock. It was noted that the Buryfield Commoner’s Association were still in the process of obtaining legal advice on the MoU. It was not anticipated that there would be any major sticking points, and issues raised would be on clarification of items rather than opposing stances.   

The Delegated Decision on the transfer of the site from MKC to Newport Pagnell Town Council is due to take place on 20th July 2021.  

Action: The clerk to follow up the progress of this decision. 

However, there had as yet been no discussion on passporting the remaining rural grant to the Town Council.  Urgent actions outstanding on the Common were a) removal of dead trees and b) ensuring paths were sprayed and edges trimmed. The Town Council could only apply to the Rural Grants agency for the funding to be transferred to the Town Council at certain times of the year, so should apply by February 2022 for the forthcoming financial year.  The remainder of the funds, after paying for grass cutting and allocating 48% to commoners should be passported to the Town Council for the urgent works.   Sowing of yellow rattle seed could not be done this year, as this was best done in the spring of 2022, once the weather had warmed sufficiently to allow seed to take.  

There would be a need for a policy to be drawn up to reconcile the interests of the various users of Bury Common.  It was agreed that this should fall under the purview of the Policy and Finance Working Group.    

There had been no further news on a park run at Buryfield Common.  

The wording of the pre-emption agreement for transfer will have to be inspected closely to ensure that clawback related only to disposal and not to management of the site.    

The member of the public, who had previously worked for Milton Keynes Council as a Landscape manager, commented that there was an error in the current management plan, which should indicate that the paths and memorial area required cutting 4 times per year at least. He then left the meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/JULY/2021: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17th May
2021 as a correct record of the meeting.

Prop:	PG 	Sec: PG

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/JULY/2021:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

	It was noted that costs associated with this project had already increased by 10% just between January and June of 2021.  The clerk had written to MKC to see if the land value contributions could be increased.  Councillors Euan Henderson and Phil Winsor mentioned that they had held a further meeting with the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club, who were still pushing to retain more of the grass area around the new pavilion.  Their latest suggestion was to push the existing football pitch east, whilst retaining the new pavilion in the planned position.  The clerk said that if this involved moving the pitch itself, and not simply cutting down the boundary hedge, and removing associated buildings/stands, this would involve significant further costs in moving the earthworks for the site drainage, and in moving the floodlights.  An alternative option might be to move the new changing pavilion just slightly to the south towards the A422/A509 which would provide a bit more grassed area for the club.  Steve Wells Associates will have to be engaged again to consider the implications of these suggestions before the go ahead could be given for the planning application to be submitted.   

	Action: The clerk to set up an electronic meeting with Steve Wells Associates after asking them to undertake some further costings on these proposals.     

5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

Steve Wells Associates will not commence the final design of the sports/wellbeing/community centre on this site until the Tickford Fields Farm site is settled.  

A response was received from MKC, on the issue of the problems disposal clauses would cause with respect to land transfer of this site. MKC indicated that they understood the concerns raised by the Town Council and that provision could be made in the legal transfer documents to accommodate these concerns. 

There was no response to the letter written to the new CEO of MKCP regarding the sale of land at the Tickford Field Farm site.  However, a conversation between the clerk and Tim Roxburgh had indicated that the tender for sale was just going out now, that it would be evaluated around early March 2022, and that the duration after that for first dig on the site would depend on who bought the land.  If they were ‘plan ready’ the dig could commence shortly after this.  If not, it was likely the developer would wait until they had detailed plans approved before starting groundworks.  The earliest date under those circumstances would be October 2022.    

ITEM 7.   BD/JULY/2021:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

The working group received the updated s106 report. Cllr Henderson asked if 
Ousedale School had made application for the available secondary school s106 funding. The clerk responded, advising that Cllr Garner had discussed the matter recently with the school.

Action: The clerk to continue to make enquiries about the use of the available funds by the school.     
	 		
ITEM 8. BD/JULY/2021:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

8.1	Hornbeam Play Area/Cycle Park
	 
The two developers responsible for the Redrow Development had agreed to the variation to the s106 agreement that will allow the play area funding to be used on the Hornbeam site.  However, MKC still need to get the variation agreement written by their legal team, and get it signed off.  

Action: The clerk to continue to chase this. 

The Town Council’s contractor has provided evidence that British Cycling support the amended plan for the cycle facilities on site.  

An application for a Permitted Rights Certificate had been made on this site to MKC.  
	
[bookmark: _Hlk72224289]8.2	 Milton Drive Play Area

	A donation has been received from a company belonging to two local residents for a remembrance garden on the site.  The Property and Projects manager is now progressing the build works, and the management of the site will thereafter revert to the Parks and Property Management Working Group. It is not anticipated that the planting will be finished until the autumn of 2021, as it is not a good idea to plant in high summer.     

8.3	 Castle Meadow and Riverside Meadow

	Once the quotes come in for the repair of the paths on Caste Meadow, the clerk will apply for any s106 funding that may be suitable, whilst leaving something in reserve for upgrades of paths on Bury Common.  A contractor has been engaged to develop the necessary specifications for each of these paths, and the Parks Trust will, in due course, provide some advice on what would constitute suitable surfacing for areas that are regularly under flood water.   

	Action: Cllr Henderson will follow up with the Parks Trust if they do not respond.   
    
ITEM 9.   BD/JULY/2021:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

Milton Keynes Council (MKC) is still awaiting a response from Taylor Wimpey on whether it will withdraw its requirements for a disposal clause in the transfer documents that transfer the land to MKC. It may be necessary to accept these clauses if the Town Council wishes transfer to take place.  

An update on the other parks due to be transferred was received.  Sorrel Drive  looks ready to progress soon, Glenwoods will follow, and Friary Gardens and the Kingfisher are part of the Taylor Whimpey enquiry above.  Wordsworth Park is the park least likely to be transferred, as an attempt at adverse possession has already failed with Land Registry given that there is no credence placed on ongoing maintenance of land giving a lawful right to own.  

Despite requests from the Town Council, there is little MKC is doing to keep up a high standard at any of these parks, apart from risk inspections. There is no refurbishment element to the MKC maintenance contract, so basic works such as painting of play equipment are very unlikely to occur. Whilst voluntary groups of residents may be willing to engage in undertaking a local park facelift, the Town Council has no legal right to organise such efforts on behalf of the private landowners who own these parks.    

ITEM 10.   BD/JULY/2021: TOWN RECOVERY FOLLOWING THE PANDEMIC

[bookmark: _Hlk77673101]Cllr Kitchen advised members of the efforts that were going on through the Culture, Events and Public Relations working group, to put on ‘shopping events’ partly funded by the Town Council, which would provide local street entertainment, a pop-up shop during the event for home-based businesses, and advertising for local retailers. She and other councillors had been in communication with some local retailers in the High Street, who had agreed to participate in the event.  

Notes of an ad hoc meeting of the Business Development Working Group and the CEPR Working Group were received, as were further notes of a meeting the 
Town Clerk had held with Sophie Lloyd of the MKC Economic Recovery Team. 

Various projects for both the Welcome Back Fund and the Economic Recovery Fund were discussed as follows: 

Welcome Back Fund

Lamppost Painting. It was felt that, although strictly speaking this project should have been part of the MKC Highways responsibilities, painting had not been included in the highways maintenance contract and so was unlikely to get done.  Therefore accepting this as a project under this fund was sensible.  Costs are £24,000 for painting the whole of the 53 columns, including costs of traffic management.  

Upgrade of planting at gateway to Town Centre (Station Road Car Park.) MKC have agreed to progress this project as part of the application to the Welcome Back Fund.  A walk around with Nick Hannon, the clerk and Cllr Gage will take place to confirm the areas and specifications, and to provide a cost of the works, which will be undertaken by MKC.

Additional seating in the High Street. Seating that is semi-permanent (fixed to the ground with the ability to be removed) would be eligible under the Welcome Back Fund.  MKC would have to install. 

Proposed seating positions: 
1 x bench in Wolverton Road outside the elder people’s care home. 
1 x bench to add to the two benches already at Station Road Car Park
2 x benches on the land at the entrance to Queen’s Avenue Long Stay Car Park, which overlooks Buryfield Common
1 x bench to replace the removed bench outside of the Post Office.
1 x bench outside the Library building.   

Action: The clerk to provide the Economic Team at MKC with the exact locations for the seats and to ensure that the benches, other than the Wolverton Road bench and the benches at Queen’s Avenue Long Stay Car Park, are as close a replica of the existing town council benches as possible. 

It is not possible to progress the next two items through the Welcome Back Fund or the Economic Development Fund. 

Lease on Parking Land – old Willford and Dean site.  MKC had received advice from the Fund Projects Manager that an application for this project would not be considered by the fund.   Sophie Lloyd had indicated that a much longer-term discussion would be needed than could be accommodated through either of these funds, for this project to progress.  

Lease on a long-term pop-up shop.  Sophie Lloyd stated that further advice from the Fund Projects Manager had been received that the Fund would not support this application.   She did, however, hold a view that this project may be funded further down the line, using other funds that may become available to MKC.  

Economic Recovery Fund 

Shop Local Campaign.  MKC have agreed to pay for these costs (a sum of £6,015) which will include free items for giveaways, advertising costs, art displays, ghost tours, entertainment, ghost walks and historical tours, for 4 x local shopping events. MKC would also be likely to agree to fund temporary pop-up shop/s during the event for home-based businesses. 

Seating at Castle Meadow. MKC agreed that a sum of £5,975 could be released for tables and benches at Castle Meadow from the Economic Recovery Fund.  This price includes installation by the Town Council of 3 x recycled material tables and benches.

The above projects would leave a remaining sum of £6,810 in the fund, which could be used to enhance the four shopping events or the vintage event 2022.  

[bookmark: _Hlk77674891]ITEM 11.   BD/JULY/2021: FURTHER DEVOLUTION OF LANDSCAPING 

MKC had made informal enquiries as to whether the Town Council was interested in taking on management of the rest of the landscaping and open space in the town. It was strongly proposed by Cllr Winsor that the Town Council should not consider this, and the meeting members were in general agreement.   

ITEM 12.   BD/JULY/2021: BURGESS GARDENS ALLOTMENT SITE 

The working group discussed plans for the Burgess Gardens allotment site, noting that if all the existing plot holders were transferred to the Burgess Gardens site with plots of their existing size they would not fit within the hedged area.   However, it is not likely that all plot holders will transfer. A number are not working their plots correctly and need to be written to and eventually, should rapid progress not be made, be required to surrender their plots.  Others have voiced an interest in moving to alternative allotment sites, and wherever possible this will be accommodated.    

It was proposed that remaining plot holders are only offered 5-pole plots irrespective of the size of their existing plots.  Members agreed this was a good strategy to ensure that sufficient new plots remained available for Green Park residents and that ideally the area should not be expanded beyond the hedge, although the hedge can be cut back. There will be no ridings on this site, and hardcore paths will be provided down the length of the site, one of which will be wide enough to accommodate a trolley for the delivery of heavy-duty materials. Three to four car parking spaces can be provided adjacent to the hedged area, coming directly off of Burgess Gardens Road.  Planning permission may have to be sought, particularly for the car parking spaces. 

Action: The clerk to distribute the consultation on the Burgess Gardens site, avoiding the use of yes/no questions in the consultation paper, to affected Green Park residents as soon as possible.  i.e. those who would use this park as their local park. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk77674181]ITEM 13.   BD/JULY/2021: FINANCE AND BUDGET

Members reviewed the May income and expenditure statements. 
 
ITEM 14.   BD/JULY/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Resolved that the usual items would appear on the next agenda.  
Prop: IC	Sec: EH
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 12.20 pm. 
The date of the next meeting is 20th September 2021.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


