NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Planning and Environmental Management Working Group held on Wednesday 21 July 2021 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom


Present:  	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Roger Clarke, Paul Day and Mark Lombardo

	
In attendance:	Patrick Donovan (Deputy Clerk)

	
ITEM 1 JUL 2021/TP:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Pearson and Winsor.

ITEM 2 JUL 2021/TP:	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Carman declared a personal interest in application 21/01898/OUT in that the applicant was known to him.

ITEM 3 JUL 2021/TP:	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

ITEM 4 JUL 2021/TP:	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd June and 7th July 2021 were agreed as a true record.

Prop:	IC	Sec:  PD

ITEM 5 JUL 2021/TP:	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1	There were no objections to the following applications providing the materials used were in keeping with the existing buildings, and any tree preservation orders had been cleared by the Tree Officer and that any refurbishments to listed buildings conform to the Listed Buildings Officer and Conservation Officers’ remits:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]		
21/01939/DISCON	Approval of details required by conditions 4 (Arboricultural survey, impact and method statements) and 5 (Arboricultural foundation design) of permission ref. 21/00119/FUL, 86 Silver Street  
21/01969/FUL	Loft conversion with rear dormer and front rooflights, 16 Shipley Road
21/01983/FUL	Installation of two new windows to side gable, 12 Salmons Yard
21/01985/FUL	Erection of a two-storey front extension and ground floor front bay window, 11 Burns Close  
21/01991/FUL	Garage conversion, 45 Richmond Way
21/02012/LBC	Listed Building Consent for essential repairs to chimney of south elevation, The Royal British Legion, Ousebank Street     
21/02016/FUL   	Demolition of conservatory and replacement with the erection of two storey rear extension, 3 Carrington Road  
21/01378/FUL	Loft conversion with rear box dormer, 3 front rooflights and alterations to the roof to increase the ridge height, 11 Thomas Drive  
21/02081/FUL	Erection of a single storey rear extension, 65 Goldsmith Drive 
21/01976/FUL	The erection of a front/side/rear ground floor extension, 23 Chicheley Street     
21/02114/FUL	Installation of ventilation louvres within existing window apertures on north and south elevations, British Telecom, Silver Street  
21/02044/TCA	The removal of basal growth and re-pollard of Lime (Tree 1), Girdle ivy on Ash (Tree 2), Crown reduce by 1.5m and re-shape and remove deadwood from Crown of Ash (Tree 3), Remove dead stem to wall height on Yew (Tree 4). Crown lift Beech trees overhanging footpath to 3.5m, Thurston House, 90 High Street  
	 

5.1.1	21/01994/FUL – Erection of first floor extension over existing garage, two storey side and rear extensions and single storey front and rear extensions, 25 Gladstone Close – The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were as follows:

· The proposed works represent an overdevelopment of the site.
· Loss of light to neighbouring properties on the front aspect.
· The proposal to erect fencing to extend the garden at the rear of the property will take away amenity land and will be out of keeping with the area.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination

5.1.2	21/01898/OUT – Outline application for access, appearance, layout and scale for the redevelopment of the site including the erection of a detached building to accommodate 5 residential units (3 x 2 beds and 2 x 1 bed) with matters of landscape reserved, D J C Autos, Station Road - The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views. The Working Group had no objections in principle but there were concerns that the outside communal area appeared too small for the number of proposed dwellings.

5.1.2	21/01934/FUL – Retrospective application change of use of amenity open space to garden including extension of 1.8 metre high close boarded timber fence and boundary landscaping, 1 Orwell Close - The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views. The Working Group had no objections in principle but there were concerns at the loss of amenity land. Further, it was thought that trees or hedges would be preferable to a timber fence.

5.1.2	21/02070/FUL – Change of use of the existing ground floor units from General Industry (Use class B2) and ancillary retail (formerly use class A1) to 4 x 1 bedroom residential units (Use class C3), utilising the existing access and parking to the building and site.  Alterations to front and rear elevations, 40 42 and 43 Green Farm Road - The Working Group considered this application and members delegated to the Deputy Clerk the responsibility of providing a response to the application to MKC concurrent with the majority of member’s views, which were that there was a lack of adequate parking provision.

The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination

5.2	The Working Group received and noted the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.

ITEM 6 JUL 2021/TP:	WETHERSPOON’S – 18-22 ST JOHN STREET

The Working Group noted that, following the public consultation, there were no outstanding objections to the footpath diversion route.
 		
ITEM 7 JUL 2021/TP:	VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TOWN PLANNING 			AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Working Group discussed the progress that had been made against the agreed objectives for
2021/22:
	
7.1.	To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.1.1	Cllr Clarke raised the issue of vehicles parking on double yellow lines outside Papa John’s causing an obstruction to buses turning at the mini roundabout on Market Hill. Cllr Bah-Pokawa also expressed concern at similar parking violations in the town.

	Action: Cllrs Bah-Pokawa and Clarke to record parking transgressions on the agreed form for the Deputy Clerk to forward to MKC Parking Enforcement.

7.1.2	Cllr Lombardo asked if a survey could be conducted on the Town Council website asking for residents’ views on the new Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) scheme.

	Action: Cllr Lombardo to submit a list of questions for the website survey to the Deputy Clerk

7.2	To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.2.1	Cllr Clarke once again drew attention to the issue of robot delivery vehicles left parked on pavements and redways, a regular occurrence despite assurances from MKC that the issue had been resolved.
	
Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange a Zoom meeting with Brian Matthews at MKC Transport Innovation 

7.2.2	Cllr Day updated the Working Group on the re-marking of yellow lines on Tickford Street. Cllr Carr had noticed that some of the lines were the wrong size and colour. A section of Tickford Street is in the conservation area and the yellow lines therefore have to be 50mm wide and primrose in colour. The quality of some of the line marking was also unacceptable and MKC had given its subcontractor a list of remedial works to carry out. However, it took the sub-contractor four attempts to get the markings to an acceptable standard. MKC are still not happy will the final result, but any more removal/remarking would severely damage the road surface. MKC intends to hold a contract review meeting regarding the performance of the sub-contractor and any necessary action taken. The cost of all defective works and revisits are not being paid for by MKC.

7.2.3	Cllr Day reported that the lamp column outside The Cannon had finally been repaired.

7.2.4	Cllr Lombardo complained that the town clock was still not fully functional and that MKC were still waiting for the necessary parts to repair it. He asked if the asset transfer of the clock to NPTC could be placed on the next Business Development agenda.

Action: Deputy Clerk

7.3	To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

7.3.1	The Working Group discussed the unacceptable condition of the river in certain areas of the town. At the Castle Meadow footbridge trees were overhanging the river (MKC’s responsibility) and the reeds were proliferating in the River Ouzel, a yearly occurrence (Environment Agency responsibility). PD commented that the forthcoming Section 19 Flood Investigation Report should identify what effect the clogged-up rivers had on last December’s flooding.

7.3.2	The Vice Chair commented that Tickford Street had recently been closed for gulley emptying. He suggested that the worsening flooding could be partly attributable to the lack of road gulley maintenance.

7.4	To progress with Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing to monitor the implementation of Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan 

The Working Group received and noted the minutes of the NPIG meeting on 8 July 2021. The Vice Chair confirmed that Version 2 of the NP Neighbourhood Plan had been formally ‘made’ on 16 June 2021, and that NPIG was now drawing up the scope for Version 3. Cllr Clarke noted that a letter had been sent to the Chief Executive asking MKC to consider applying an Article 4 Direction to Newport Pagnell High Street but that no reply had yet been received. He suggested that pressure be applied to MKC for a response. 

7.5	To arrange specific training in Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town

S106 training has been provided to members and further training will be arranged as and when necessary.

7.6	To oversee the services provided by the Town ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role, subject to budgetary constraints

7.6.1	The Working Group received and noted the June report on the activities of the ranger. The ranger was praised for his excellent work in refurbishing the benches in the town centre.

7.6.2	The Working Group received and noted a copy of the ranger’s schedule of work. 

ITEM 8 JUL 2021/TP:	MK EAST

The Vice Chair gave a brief update on discussions with the various MK East stakeholders. The minutes of the NPIG meeting on 8 July 2021 summarised the current status of these talks. 

ITEM 9 JUL 2021/TP:	STREEET ENTERTAINERS

The Working Group received a copy of an email from Cllr Day in response to an enquiry from Cllr Gage regarding the requirement for street entertainers to have a licence. Cllr Day said he would be happy to welcome street entertainers, but in places and at times that were pre-approved, such as outside Boots or Pin Petch where there is ample space for a small crowd of onlookers. He added that street entertainer spaces could be marked out, like the semicircles seen on the London Underground. Cllr Lombardo commented that as far as he was aware the necessity for street entertainer licences had not been mentioned at any PR&E/CEPR meetings. It was agreed that MKC Licensing would be contacted for a definitive answer on this issue.

Action: Deputy Clerk

ITEM 10 JUL 2021/TP:	BUDGETS

The Working Group received and noted the 2021/22 Month 3 budget report.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 	


The date of the next full TPEM meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 18th August 2021 at 8pm via Zoom. An interim meeting to consider planning applications only will be held on Wednesday 4th August 2021, also via Zoom.


Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………
