NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 12th July 2021 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa (Vice Chair), Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Sue Garner, Euan Henderson,  Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
Three local residents of Newport Pagnell (applying for co-option   to the Town Council) 

ITEM 1.  TC/JULY/2021:  CO-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR 

Three local residents (hereafter referred to by their first names) gave short presentations on why they wished to be a town councillor and what they felt they might bring to the Council. 	 

Anne

Anne commented that she had moved to Newport Pagnell in 1980. With a very young family the town offered all that was needed for day-to-day living including a High Street that offered the range of shops needed, open spaces for young children, excellent schools and a swimming pool. When both her children started school, she returned to teaching at Ousedale and several other schools in Milton Keynes as a supply teacher or on short term contracts. She became involved with the swimming club at the old outdoor Middleton pool and was Akela for several years at 3rd Newport Cubs. She and her husband at the time started a business and she joined the Newport Business Association, which worked hard to keep a vibrant High Street. She returned to teaching as a supply teacher, where she taught at various schools.  She felt that it was unfortunately that the High Street has lost some of its range of shops. She is interested in the history of the town, and at one time was a member of the Bury Commoner’s Committee and their treasurer. She would like to become a town councillor to be involved in ensuring Newport Pagnell remains a safe and pleasant place to live and to bring up a family. She would like to see the town retain its identity despite growth, so that residents can feel part of and belong to a community that cares for its environment. 

Sandra

Sandra mentioned that she came to Newport in 1975 from Wolverton. Now that her two children are grown and she has retired from working at one of the town’s schools she has the time and energy to be more active, and she has attended a number of community forum meetings.  During the pandemic she was inspired by the volunteering teams, to make PPE. She is very interested in the natural world and has experienced both physical and mental disabilities from a professional and personal perspective. She would like to ensure access to the town’s amenities for all.  She would also like to see the heritage of the town preserved as much as possible.  She belongs to a u3a group and is leader of one. She welcomes the services of the ranger employed to ensure open space is kept in good condition for all to enjoy, and was pleased to see the Town Council take responsibility for parks and play areas.  She feels her experience as a teacher and mentor could be well used in engaging with others to encourage cross generation community pride and responsibility.  She is aware that residents would like to see greater diversity in the High Street and would be interested in looking for creative ways of encouraging more diversity of retail.

Nicola

Nicola has lived in Newport Pagnell for 6 years, had lived in Milton Keynes since the 1980s and was born in Buckinghamshire. Her mother was a parish councillor, her late husband was an AA patrol officer, and she was previously a dental nurse, and a benefits officer at MKC before moving to Wales to support her daughter.  On returning to Milton Keynes she moved into Newport Pagnell and has found living here a great pleasure.  She is keen to see the town is safeguarded and keeps its meeting places for residents. She is aware of flooding problems, and supported her son during the floods in Tickford Street. Her youngest son lives in Cranfield. She is very keen to see Newport Pagnell kept as a whole identity which is part of MK but separate.  Because she was bored during her retirement she started a job as an administrative officer at a local surgery.  

Voting on whom to co-opt then took place. 

Resolved to co-opt Anne Butler onto the Town Council.  Cllr Anne Butler took her seat at the Council table, and completed her Declaration of Office which was witnessed by the Town Clerk. 

Further resolved to approve Cllr Anne Butler sitting on the Allotment, CEPR and Neighbourhood Plan working groups.  

Prop: PD	Sec: BBP 

ITEM 2.  TC/JULY/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllr Ian Carman, Roger Hornblow and Sam Langridge which were received and accepted.  Cllr Harris was not present at the meeting and did not tender apologies.   

ITEM 3.  TC/JULY/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no interests declared. 

ITEM 4. TC/JULY/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 5.  TC/JULY/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 14th June 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: DK	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

5.2	The proposed heads of terms for an agreement to lease had not been shared with the Town Council or with the Aston Martin Heritage Trust, despite the letter the clerk had sent to Stuart Proffitt at MKC.  However the matter of the lease for the car park area by MKC to the Aston Martin Heritage Trust is coming up for delegated decision in August 2021.

	Cllr Henderson had discussed this delay with Cllr Robin Bradburn of MKC, stressing the need for the heads of terms for the agreement to lease to be issued so that the Town Council can write its own agreement to lease for the allotment site. 

5.3	Council received an update on the final recommendation by the Allotment Working Group, following an appeal made against a previous decision by an allotment holder. It was felt that the reports the Allotment Working Group received had provided good quality evidence for the final view and the recommendation of the Allotment Working Group was agreed. Cllr Henderson asked whether the tenancy agreement had been adjusted to take into account the risks raised in the report addressing legionella in water storage tanks.  It was noted that the tenancy agreement had been revised accordingly.      

ITEM 6. TC/JULY/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that:
· He has a large social media following and engages with townsfolk through that and when out and about in person on a daily basis.  Any potential casework relating to MKC responsibilities he explains to residents how to raise issues with MKC and he passes on the information  to MKC ward councillors. These items include parking and other highways issues, council housing, etc.
· Whenever he can, the chairman supports local business and attractions, including by visits which he then promotes, helping to raise the profile of those businesses. 
· During the floods, it seems both Ward Councillor Jane Carr and the Mayor were messaging MKC Cabinet member Lauren Townsend to make sure officers were coming to help homes and businesses in town and both had each invited her to come and see the concerns for herself. As a result, after that weekend, Cllr Day and Cllr Carr jointly showed her round some of the areas and explained the impact:
· CJ White Mortgages invited the Mayor and his wife, Sarah, to the opening of their new offices on the High Street: 
· 3rd of July should have been the Carnival Day, but instead it was the Great Newport Pagnell Garage sale, in aid of the Mayors Charity – the Mead Centre.  Organised by Debbie Litchfield of the WI.  In the Mayor’s  view this could and should become an annual event.  Cllr Day and his wife were among the first to buy a map that morning and then visited as many stalls as they could.  A lot of other charities benefitted as many were selling to raise donations.
· Later on, the 3 July, the chair, and his wife, attended the African Diasporia festival at Campbell Park. It was lovely to see others there from Newport Pagnell 
· On 11 July, the chair and his wife attended the Milton Keynes Annual Civic Service: 

The Vice Chair reported that:

· 17/06/21 (and on 06/07/21) she visited the Nothing Wasted (Refill) store on the high street. She wanted to sell an idea that she saw on a trip to Stockholm, Sweden: the concept of making recycling fun for the youngsters and rewarding. It is a type of venting machine where mainly school age children can trade in clean empty bottles with a dispensing voucher. This voucher will then be redeemed in one of few designated businesses (shops) for cash or another food/drink item. This could be tried by placing a machine near a school like Ousedale (by the corner shop) and one on the high street. she spoke to the proprietors, Venda(mother) and Freya(daughter) at Nothing Wasted (Refill) and they were very supportive and happy to be involved where possible.  
· 22/06/21 she watched a Netball match in MK, made enquiry and subsequently spoke with the organiser, Janice at Totally Netball MK. Janice is willing to set up another team in NP if we have the facilities - which the vice chair confirmed we do (and obtained her email address for Shar to contact). The Vice Chair has made plans with Natasha (WI Chair), who is an experienced netball player, to enrol on one of the sessions in MK until a NP has its own team(s).
· 29/06/21 The Vice Chair visited the High Street to encourage some business owners to be involved with the Town Council by attending meetings. She spoke to an Italian restaurant owner, who is happy to attend committee meetings, and obtained his email address to follow up.
· 01/07/21 & 10/07/21  The Vice Chair visited various business starting from Croft & Skewersu and Kolkata ( Indian restaurants) and Sunats Kebab House to Willen charity shop, obtaining email addresses to resend the letters they claimed they had not received 
· 03/07/21 NPT Yard sale. The Vice Chair visited a couple of the stalls on the high street, mingled and chatted with guests at the Dolphin. She personally donated biscuits to the WI and had tea and cake with Brian (Beacher). After a long conversation she was able to buy a pack of pocket sized ‘History of Newport Pagnell’ which she distributed at the next event on the day.
· 04/07/21 The Vice Chair was part of the organizing team which held the annual Africans Diasporas fair in Campbell Park Milton Keynes. She invited the Town Council’s Mayor and Mayoress and MK Mayor. The group also had the honour of welcoming HM's Representative, Lord Lieutenant, Boswell. The MK Mayor, Mo Khan, is planning a visit to Olney and other surrounding towns to speak with businesses and would like to do the same in Newport Pagnell. He will let the chair and vice chair know when he has a suitable date in his diary.
· 05/07/21  The Vice Chair had further discussion and working relations on improving wellbeing in the town. The Vice Chair and Brian Beacher will be looking at trialling a 'Chat to a Stranger Day' starting from the high street. She wants Newport to be the friendliest town in MK.  The slogan will be: Make friends with someone that does not look like you, worship like you, think like you = better community cohesion.

ITEM 7.  TC/JULY/2021:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 23rd June 2021. Cllr Henderson commented that he felt that the wording of item 5.1.2 of the minutes of the meeting may be suggestive that the principle of care homes is not supported by the Town Council, which is not the case.  Cllr Henderson also asked whether there was any sign of the section 19 report on flooding.  Cllr Winsor confirmed that the report has not been circulated yet, but a meeting had been held with Anglian Water last week.    

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 9th June 2021.

c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 28th June 2021.

d) The CEPR minutes dated 14th June 2021. When asked about the possibility of the pop-up shop going ahead, the clerk confirmed that the short-term pop-up shops that would take place during the shopping events had a much stronger chance of receiving the necessary funding from MKC than a longer-term lease on a shop. It is not known how many home-style businesses would be interested in the pop-up shop in the Sherrington Room and whether there would also be space for an art exhibition in there as well. This will be established on 14th July.  If so, Cllr Henderson has some ideas on whom may like to exhibit artwork.  

e) Parks and Property minutes dated 9th June 2021 

f) The Allotment minutes dated 22nd June 2021.

ITEM 8.  TC/JULY/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No information from the police about re-establishing the community forums had been received. 

· Youth Club Trust – an ad hoc meeting of the Trust had been held but minutes will only be received at the next meeting of Council.  Cllr Henderson mentioned that the first of the young person’s visits to Caldecotte Lake had taken place very successfully and that a further two visits were planned.  He thanked Cllr Gage for raising the funding for most of these visits, and Cllr Garner for raising the profile of the Youth Club Seniors Group at Ousedale School.   

· Parish Forum Meeting – Minutes of the meeting held during June were received. Cllr Winsor commented that the focus had been on how parishes were managing physical meetings again, and various presentations by parishes who were managing landscaping including verges on behalf of MKC were given.  He cautioned that two large parishes had mentioned that they were contributing 50% of the costs of these services, i.e. a sum equal to that being paid by Milton Keynes Council.   
 
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor had not been able to attend the last meeting which had focussed on the relationship between MKC and BALC.  

· Education Trust – No meetings had taken place. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
· MKC Economic Development – notes of a further meeting between the Town Clerk and the MKC Economic Development team were received.

· Cllr Lauren Townsend, an MKC Councillor, is being invited to visit Newport Pagnell by the Mayor because parishes form part of her new portfolio.

·  Resolved to approve Cllr Phil Winsor being nominated to sit on the MKC Standards Committee. 
Prop: RC	Sec: PD
 
ITEM 9.  TC/JULY/2021:  CORPORATE GOVERNANCE   

It was noted that Cllrs Bah-Pokawa, Lombardo and Hornblow have yet to submit their sections of the Annual Report to the clerk.  

Action: These should be submitted by 18th July 2021. 


ITEM 10.  TC/JULY/2021: STANDING ORDERS   

10.1	Council received a motion from Cllr Lombardo to amend standing orders to ensure that nominations for the Chair of the Council, the Vice Chair of the Council and chairs and vice chairs of working groups were received in advance of the Annual Meeting of the Council. 

	Resolved to approve an amendment to standing order 8 to add clause 8 b to read:  Self nominations for the position of Mayor, Vice Chair, or Chair or Deputy Chair of any working group to be received no fewer than 8 days prior to the Annual Meeting of the Council and no further nominations to be put forward on the night of the Annual Meeting unless there are no nominations to the post in advance of the meeting.  
	Prop: ML	Sec: PW

10.2	A further motion proposed by Cllr Lombardo was put forward to Council that voting for chairs and vice chairs be held by secret ballot.  Council also received advice from the Senior Solicitor at NALC that secret ballots would be very difficult for an council to justify under any circumstances. Based on this Cllr Lombardo withdrew his motion.     

ITEM 11.  TC/JULY/2021:  TWO WRESTLER’S GARAGE

Concerns were raised by members about the appalling deterioration 
of the Two Wrestler’s Garage site in Newport Pagnell. Not only was this listed building the oldest building in Newport Pagnell, being over 200 years old, it was also showing signs of imminent collapse.  Anyone passing through the pedestrian walkway in front of the building at that time would be a risk of being killed.  MKC had not, despite years of writing to that Council on the subject, yet issued a Section 54 enforcement notice.  The Council considered whether this was a subject on which a press release should be issued. 

Resolved that, in a last-ditch attempt to achieve some action prior to going to press, Cllr Winsor would contact Neil Allen, the dangerous buildings officer at MKC, and Cllr Day and the clerk would contact Cllr Jane Carr about the matter.
Prop:  PD	Sec: EH       

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.14 pm. The date of the next meeting is 13th September 2021.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

