NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 15th September 2021 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (Chair), Binta Bah-Pokawa (Vice Chair), Sue Garner (for part of the meeting), Richard Pearson and Tony Oyakhire, 
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:   Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
	          Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	         	 	 	          		          		       		 	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Langridge, Cllr Butler and Brian Breacher. There were no apologies from Cllr Harris. 
	 
ITEM 2.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 14th July 2021 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: ML  Sec: DK

ITEM 5.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival: This event did not go ahead this year. 
Strawberry Fayre:  Cllr Lombardo will act as the contact with this organisation for the Town Council  
Soapbox Derby:  This event did not go ahead this year. 
Horticultural Show: This event did not go ahead this year. 
Fireworks Event: This event is going ahead on Friday 5th November.  
Action: The Events Officer to send an application form for hire of Riverside Meadow. 
Christmas Lights:  The lights will be turned on without a switch on event. 

ITEM 6.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

There were no events to review.          	 

6.2	Vintage Event 2022 

6.2.1	No change was noted on the latest officer’s report. 

6.3	Memorial Event 2021

6.3.1	The CEPR Officer advised there were 33 reservations for this event.  It was discussed to involve other churches in the area.

	Action: 
The Events Officer to discuss involvement of other churches with Revd Wood. 
The Events Officer to write to Councillors and Wendy Egan’s family to find out how many reservations they require. 
 
6.4	Local Shopping Event 

6.4.1	It was discussed if the historical tour would need any help on the day in case of large numbers attending.

	Action: Cllr Pearson to communicate with Don Hurst to ask if any assistance might be needed. 

	Pop up shop
	Cllr Lombardo to oversee the pop-up shop on Saturday and Cllr Bah-Pokawa offered her assistance.

	It was discussed an A board would be erected near the entrance to the Swan Revived giving timed details of activities. This would be brought in and stored in the Sherington overnight and brought back out Saturday morning by Cllr Lombardo. 

	Cllr Lombardo raised the issue of MKC not displaying parking notices for the farmers market.  It was agreed a letter would be sent to Ted Jiboye informing MKC of their lack of proper licensing notification for the farmers market and food truck Friday. 

	Action: The Events Officer to write to Ted Jiboye

	Advertising
	It was noted the Phone Box paid for full-page advert was not satisfactory.  White blocks appeared over vital contact information and a full-page advertisement was charged for but not given.  A press release article appeared on the same page as the advertisement in reference to allotments and the Phone Box had amended the title of the press release.  The Events Officer advised she was waiting for a resolution from the Phonebox which was not forthcoming.  Cllr Lombardo offered to take up the issue with Mark Stevenson. 

Action: Cllr Lombardo to discuss with Mark Stevenson to conclude resolution.  It was suggested we pay for this issue and receive a full-page advertisement for free in the winter edition FOC.

Winter Shopping Event

It was suggested that other organisations such as the Rotary and Lions club or Historical Society etc might like to hold a Christmas fayre during the shopping event at either the Methodist/URC and/or the Parish Church.
The Clerk suggested the URC would make for a more suitable venue to hold the pop-up shop, it was felt it was more of a central location and better accessibility. 
Cllr Pearson suggested the Brooklands Centre as another venue to keep in mind as they are very much geared up for the pop-up shop type of activity, or it could be a good indoor venue for a Christmas Fayre. 

Action: The Events Officer to follow up with organisations who may be interested in putting on a Christmas Fayre, after discussing premises with various churches.  

6.5	Circus
	The Events Officer advised posters for this event have been received and shared via social media and notice boards.  Cllr Lombardo raised the concern of posters being put up without clearance from MKC which would incur hefty fines. 
[bookmark: _Hlk83018971]	Action: The Events Officer to notify John Lawson circus that permission must be sought from MKC via Ted Jiboye / Ed Fisher. 

6.6	Choral Event
	The Events Officer advised only 4 choirs are attending.  Cllr Garner offered to make some enquiries. The Clerk felt one more choir would be ideal and 6 would be a maximum. It was agreed that drinks and nibbles would be offered on entry before the event.  There will not be an interval. 
	It was suggested that it would be a nice gesture to extend the guest list to Afghan refugees.  The Clerk advised between 30-40 refugees could be accommodated. 

 Action: The Events Officer to contact either Cllr Jane Carr or Revd Steve Wood for contact information for the refugees. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The committee considered the accounts for July and raised no issues with these. The Clerk advised consideration must be given to any budget required for extending the shopping events, as only 1 event will be covered next year under funding from MKC.

ITEM 8.  CEPR/SEPT/2021:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The committee reviewed progress against the following objectives:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: The planting at Milton Drive will be finished by the end of September and an item will need to be added to the next agenda to discuss an opening event. 

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2022.  Status: See item 6.2 above. 

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2022. Status: Cllr Garner felt that there was a need for these surgeries to be started sooner than 2022.  
Resolved to put on the next full council agenda.
Pro: RP Sec: DK

Objective 4: To put on a memorial event for the town Post Covid-19. Status: See item 6.3 above.  . 

Objective 5:	To identify and meet with groups with different cultural references. Status: 
To put on next month’s agenda as a full item.
Pro: BB Sec: ML

Objective 6:  To assist retailers to put on a weekend shopping event, with the Town Council providing a pop-up shop venue for for home businesses, street entertainment and advertising for the event, and to seek to obtain funding from the MKC High Street refurbishment fund for this purpose.   Status: See item 6.4 above.

ITEM 9.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: PRESS RELEASES

To include in Town Talk the winter shopping event, the town welcoming Afghan refugees.

ITEM 10.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: ELECTRONIC SIGNAGE 

The Events Officer advised there was a delay in installing the sign, due to its weight.  Two electricians came to install and realised it was too heavy and that it would in fact require 4 persons to lift.  A date of 20th September has now been booked in.  To also note that Cube had instructed the electricians to prepare the electrics on the wrong side of the building but that this has now been rectified. 

ITEM 11.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: TOWN TALK

The Clerk advised the Neighbourhood Plan V.3 and shopping event would both be included in the next copy.

Action: The Clerk to try to get Town Talk circulated a little earlier in late November, to allow for delivery prior to the Christmas Shopping event on 3rd and 4th December 2021.  

ITEM 12. THEME FOR FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

12.1	This month’s focus will be to continue with historical Newport and sporting activities until the end of September.  

12.2 	The report on user statistics for the website and social media was received.   

ITEM 13.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  
	
13.1	 It was agreed to move this item to next month’s agenda.  

13.2	Ideas were discussed in ways to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee. It was agreed that it would be incorporated into next years vintage event where the wording could be changed to mention this momentous year. 
		
ITEM 14.  CEPR/SEPTEMBER/2021: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To discuss Councillor surgeries restarting

To discuss details of the winter shopping event 

To discuss an opening event at Milton Drive 

To explore an idea for a town trail

To rename the Vintage Event with a suitable name to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.39pm. The date of the next meeting is 13th October 2021. 
				
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
