

MINUTES OF THE TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2021 AT 8PM, USING ZOOM CONFERENCING FACILITY
Present: Cllrs Phil Winsor (Chair), Roger Clarke, Binta Bah-Pokowa, Paul Day, Ian Carman, Mark

Lombardo.

Attending: Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk/RFO)
ITEM 1 OCT 2021/TPM:   
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies tendered. However, the Chair announced the resignation of Cllr Richard

Pearson from the Working Group. The vacancy will be advertised to Council in due course.
ITEM 2 OCT 2021/TPM:
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Carman declared a non-pecuniary interest in the next agenda item concerning the Two Wrestlers

Building
ITEM 3 OCT 2021/TPM:   
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)
Tony Keller, of Building Tectonics, spoke to the meeting regarding proposed plans for the Two Wrestlers building. He presented the meeting with a brief history of the building, stating that it used to be a Hall House, and his company is fighting for the survival of this historic building, which will cost up to £1m. The new proposal is to convert the Wrestlers building into a restaurant, with the outbuildings being demolished to make way for 11 flats; the sale of which would fund the Wrestlers’ building renovation. The issue of parking has not been resolved. The working group were broadly in favour of the idea but felt that as there was no parking provided for the restaurant in the plans, they would not be able to support an application. Mr Keller was advised by the Working Group to find a buyer for the building or a Trust that would be willing to take it on and preserve it. 
Action: Mr Keller to provide his presentation to Full Council for information.

ITEM 4 OCT 2021/TPM:
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the virtual meetings held on 22nd September and 6th October 2021 were agreed as a true and correct record.
ITEM 5 OCT 2021/TPM:
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1
To consider the following planning applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
21/02388/FUL
Part two-storey, part single storey rear extension, with associated parking, to accommodate 1x 2 bedroom flat and 1x 1 bedroom flat at 1 Station Road The Working Group object to this application on the basis that it is no different to the previous application, hence their previous objection still stands. The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination
21/03020/NMA
Non-material amendment to permission ref. 20/02895/FUL seeking the proposed additional first floor glazed windows to the living room of flat 1 and bathroom of flat 2 to the south elevations] relating to Change of use of a building from Use Class E, formerly B1(a) offices and extension to accommodate 3 residential flats at first floor level and office and retail use at ground floor level at 1 Station Road The Working Group objected on the basis that this application is not materially different to the previous application, except there now seems to be more windows included. The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination
21/02956/FUL
Erection of a single storey extension to the existing outbuilding and conversion of the existing outbuilding to an annexe at 6 Cromwell Avenue
The Working Group objected to this application on the grounds that the proposed works will create a habitable unit in the back garden and would constitute an overdevelopment of the site. The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination
21/02743/FUL
Loft conversion with rear dormer, front rooflights and hip to gable extension at 16 Shipley Road. The Working Group objected to this application on the grounds that it would create an overdevelopment of the site and the rear street scene would be adversely affected. The Town Council requests that this application is referred to the DCC for determination.
21/02996/FUL
The erection of a single storey rear extension

at 61 Wolverton Road Content
21/03048/FUL
Erection of single storey rear extension, first floor side extension over existing garage and part two storey rear extension (Revision of Approved Scheme 21/02224/FUL) at 4 Ranelagh Gardens Content
21/03040/CLUP
Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed construction of a single storey rear extension & loft conversion including a front rooflight and a rear dormer 64 Pearmain Close Content
21/03079/CLUP
Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed hip to gable loft conversion with rear dormer and rooflights to front roofslope at 134 Wolverton Road Content 
5.2
To receive the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions. Received and noted.

ITEM 6 OCT 2021/TPM:
LICENSING APPLICATIONS


6.1 To consider the following licensing application
           
Street Trading Consent – Renewal for Coffee Blue Milton Keynes West Ltd (HJ70 KNH) trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Friday 13:00 to 16:00 No objection.

ITEM 7 OCT 2021/TPM: STREET NAME PLATES


To receive an email from Milton Keynes Council regarding the replacement and repair of street name plates. To put forward suggestions to MKC. Received and noted.

ITEM 8 OCT 2021/TPM:
VISION AND OBJECTIVES
To review progress against the agreed objectives for 2021/22:

8.1
To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.

Cllr Lombardo reported on the DRT meeting held with MKC on 6th October. The scheme is operating throughout the morning and afternoon but does not run an evening service and so does not compensate for the loss of the evening schedule. There is a shortage of drivers reported. The Working Group agreed to formalise its position to MKC, with Cllr Lombardo providing the salient points to the Deputy Clerk to forward to MKC.
Action: ML to provide key points to Deputy Clerk forward to MKC
8.2
To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.

8.2.1
To receive an email from a resident regarding traffic issues on Marsh End Road, and to consider deploying the Town Council’s SID on that road. 
The working group discussed the ongoing battery issues with the SID and agreed to relocate it to Marsh End Road 6 weeks after it is repaired. Cllr Lombardo to attend the Community Speedwatch forum on 28th October and report back to ascertain whether the SID can be dovetailed with a Speedwatch scheme to help reduce speeding in the area.
8.2.2
To receive an email from Rachel Munday of MKC regarding a meeting on 27th October for all parish clerks to discuss/raise any highways issues with the new head of highways, Graham Cox. Members are asked to send any items to the Deputy Clerk to add to the agenda. Clerks will have a 5 minute slot to raise any parish issues with Graham.
The Working Group put forward the issues of potholes, the bent traffic light post on the High Street, traffic calming humps, inspection covers sinking, inoperable streetlamps, streetlamp columns that have been repainted but not remarked with the column reference number and signs that have overgrown vegetation obscuring them. It was also suggested that images of the work the NPTC ranger has carried out are forwarded to MKC to highlight the amount of MKC infrastructure NPTC are paying to maintain.
Action: Deputy Clerk to raise these issues at the meeting on 27th Oct.

8.2.3 To receive a copy of an email reply from Milton Keynes Council regarding the faded Zebra Crossing at Little Linford Lane Received.
8.3    To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.


8.3.1
To receive a copy of an email reply from the Environment Agency regarding the reeds at the River Lovat Received and noted that the work is scheduled to be carried out over winter.
8.4
To progress with Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing to monitor the implementation of Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan

8.4.1 To receive a verbal update on the Town Centre assessment carried out on Monday 18th October with Neil Homer
Cllr Carman updated the meeting. The walkabout was useful, and Neil Homer had several good ideas regarding the High Street. Neil will prepare a brief for the next NPIG meeting scheduled for 4th November. 
8.5
To arrange specific training in S106 and CIL matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town Ongoing. Nothing to report.
8.6
To oversee the services provided by the Town Ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of his role subject to budgetary constraints. 
8.6.1
To receive the September report on the activities of the ranger Received.
8.6.2
To receive a copy of the updated ranger’s work schedule. Received.
ITEM 9 OCT 2021/TPM:
BUDGETS
9.1 
To receive and note the 2021/22 Month 6 budget report Received and noted.
9.2
To receive the base budget for 2022/23, to make any suggestions for reviewing this as necessary, and to consider whether there are any projects that require additional budget for putting forward to the PAF working group. 
The Working Group agreed to request an additional £17,500 for an increase in the Ranger Services. The Working Group are also requesting an additional £2,000 to buy a new SID. 
ITEM 10 OCT 2021/TPM: Starship Delivery Robots & E-Scooters

The meeting received an email report from Cllr Roger Clarke regarding the ongoing issues with
delivery robots and e-scooters and agreed to write again to Andrew Curtis of Starship Technologies,

copied to Brian Matthews of MKC. Regarding E-Scooters, the Working Group felt that they were
causing more harm than good by being driven recklessly and being left abandoned on public

footpaths. A number of Scooters still do not have ID plates to enable reporting of them. The Working

Group agreed to write again to Brian Matthews, cc. Stuart Proffit of MKC and Ben Everitt MP.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Andrew Curtis regarding Starship robots, cc. Brian Matthews, to 
highlight the ongoing issues
Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Brian Matthews regarding E-Scooters, cc. Stuart Proffitt and Ben

Everitt MP  
ITEM 11 OCT 2021/TPM: JD Wetherspoons, St Johns Street
To receive a copy of an email from Jon Palmer regarding the current JD Wetherspoons

planning application Received and noted. The Working Group reiterated their support of the
application and would like to act as an intermediary where possible to help resolve the issues
at the earliest opportunity.
There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 21:25.
Date of next meeting: 17th November 2021
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………      Date …………………………………………

