NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th September 2021 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa (Vice Chair), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Sue Garner, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson, Sam Langridge and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
             A representative from De Paul’s UK Charity for part of the meeting. 


ITEM 1.  TC/SEPT/2021:  PRESENTATION BY DE PAUL’S UK CHARITY FOR HOMELESS YOUNG PEOPLE 

[bookmark: _Hlk82512949]Gladys Olujobi from De Paul’s UK Charity gave a brief presentation on the services the charity is offering in Milton Keynes. The main aim of the charity is to ensure that no young people are homeless. The age range it covers is between 15 and 25 years old.  The charity works in large cities all over England, and has recently come to Milton Keynes.  It is funded by Milton Keynes Council. The charity has two main approaches:

1. Its Nightstop arm aims to settle young people in a temporary home until a more permanent solution can be found for them.  This is generally for a few nights. Residents who can provide a room and meals are asked to come forward to offer these to young people needing such temporary accommodation. Each household is paid £15 per day, which is intended to cover the cost of three meals for the young person.   Young people are not generally based in the home throughout the day, as they are asked to attend meetings, or school during their stopover.  They therefore need breakfast, a hot dinner, and a packed lunch.  Householders have the option to refuse a second night to anyone they feel uncomfortable with.   Care is taken by the charity to ensure that residents are property trained and DBS checked, and that young people on such temporary placements do not have significant problems that would affect the placements.    De Paul’s UK Charity is asking for parish councils to help promote the Nightstop efforts to residents.  
2. De Paul’s UK Charity also works on mediation and interventions in families to keep young people within the family group, to prevent them becoming homeless in the first place.  

De Paul’s works jointly with the YMCA, and the Winter Night Shelter.

Cllr Day thanked Gladys Olujobi for her excellent presentation.   
 ITEM 2.  TC/SEPT/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllrs Philip Gage and Mark Lombardo, which were received and accepted.  Cllr Harris was not present at the meeting and did not tender apologies.   

ITEM 3.  TC/SEPT/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Ian Carman declared an interest in item 5.4 as he knows the proprietor. 
Cllr Euan Henderson declared an interest in item 7a, the TPEM minutes dated 21st July, relating to the planning application considered on Ousebank House and Cllr Winsor declared an interest in a planning application on a relative’s house. These matters were not discussed at this meeting.      

ITEM 4. TC/SEPT/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 5.  TC/SEPT/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

5.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 12th July 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: DK	Sec: PW 

	Cllr Henderson debated whether the resolution recorded from the motion made by Cllr Lombardo should read to amend the Standing Orders to prevent self-nominations to the role of chair/vicechair on the night of the meeting, and proposed that instead the word self be removed, so that all nominations would take place in advance of the meeting. 

Resolved to agree to amend Standing Orders accordingly, by removing the word self from clause 8b.  

Prop: EH	Sec: PD

Matters Arising

5.2	Cllr Henderson had discussed with Cllr Robin Bradburn, Deputy Leader of MKC, the matter of the delayed Agreement to Lease Lovat Meadow caravan park to the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT), the intention of MKC to impose a charge of £20,000 on AMHT for the lease, and the delay in the delegated decision by MKC. It was believed that all the factors leading to delays had now been resolved, and it was hoped that the decision would go through in October 2021.  

 

The clerk has been working with the Town Council’s own solicitor on  proposed heads of terms for an agreement to lease should the decision of the Town Council be to go ahead with this project.  

5.3	The clerk gave an update on the Economic Fund and Welcome Back Fund projects that had been agreed by MKC. The Economic Fund will cover the costs of 4 shopping events for the town, and new benches and tables at Castle Meadow.  The Welcome Back Fund will pay for repainting of the light columns, and for various improvements to landscaping including the area between the short and long stay car parks in Queen’s Avenue, and the area adjacent to Station Road Car Park, on the opposite side of the road from Subways.  If funding is left over from these projects, the roundabouts on Marsh End Road/A509/422, London Road/A509/422 and Renny Lodge/A509/422 will be considered for a planting scheme to replace the existing long grass.   

5.4	Cllr Winsor advised that he had spoken to the enforcement team at Milton Keynes Council regarding the Two Wrestler’s Garage site in Newport Pagnell, who had assured him that enforcement action was being taken. 

ITEM 6. TC/SEPT/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that:
· His Mayoral Charity is the Mead Centre, and he is part of their inaugural management committee.  The center, on the site of the old church hall will be a great addition to town facilities.  Over £1M has been raised for the building, with a final c. £100K to be raised including the funding for kitting out the sensory room, which will be one of the key features for children and adults with sensory challenges  
· On 14th July he attended the opening of the art gallery and wellbeing center at Ousedale School
· On 24th July he and his wife Sarah attended the Art exhibition by the Milton Keynes Society of Artists at the URC
· He and his wife attended a picnic with some of the Afghan Refugees. The Mayor noted that the welcome and generosity of Newport Pagnell’s community had shone through
· On 21st August the Mayor and his wife were formal attendees at the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s FA cup match. 
· On 3rd September the Mayor formally welcomed a new family of shopkeepers to the town at the opening of Strawberry Local 
· On 6th September, the Mayor joined Jonathan Broom-Edwards’ immediate neighbours to welcome the Paralympic champion home with his gold medal.  

Resolved that the Town Council formally write to Royal Mail requesting that the Town has a gold postbox in recognition of Jonathan Broom Edward’s accomplishment. 

Prop: PD	Sec: EH

· On 9th September, the Mayor attended the Dunstable Mayor’s inauguration celebration, which was shared with her two predecessors as their similar events were cancelled, owing to lockdown. 

The Vice Chair reported that:

· On 24th July she joined the Mayor at the Milton Keynes Society of Artists Exhibition  
· On 4th August she spoke with the greengrocer who advised that there had been an increase in new visitors to the high street
· On 7th August she attended the Houghton Regis Garden Party for the Mayor 
· On 16th August the vice chair held a telephone meeting with the School of Dance to discuss opportunities for adult dance (challenge) lessons for Councillors   
· On 23rd August she continued efforts to set up a Newport Pagnell Netball Club.  
· On 28th August the Vice Chair discussed with the local butcher whether the retailer would consider stocking/providing Halal chicken and meat products  
· On 9th September the Vice Chair visited the new HBB Card shop and helped to promote their merchandise
· On 11th September the Vice Chair and the African Diaspora Stakeholders held a meeting with Cllr Carr.  This meeting is part of fostering good relationships with under-represented communities across Milton Keynes, and celebrating shared heritage and values.  

ITEM 7.  TC/SEPT/2021:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 21st July and 18th August 2021. 

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 7th July and 4th August 2021. 

c) The Policy and Finance meeting minutes dated 26th July 2021. Cllr Henderson raised a query on Permitted Development rights for Local Parish Councils who have rights to permitted development rights on their own properties.  He also requested that efforts were made to discuss with Northampton University a mutually beneficial relationship on managing the ecology of Bury Field Common. The clerk confirmed this was an action item on her list, but said that the actual transfer of the site would be delayed by a few months whilst the Town Council had remaining legal issues with the Pre-Emption Agreement.  

d) The Culture, Events and Public Relations Meeting minutes dated 26th July 2021.

e) Parks and Property minutes dated 7th July 2021 

f) The Allotment minutes dated 20th July 2021.

g) The Business Development minutes dated 19th July 2021.  Cllr Henderson explained that there had been delays in getting agreement with the Bury Field Commoner’s Association on the MoU, because of their difficulty in appointing a suitable solicitor. He advised that he felt it may be beneficial for the Town Council to meet up with the Parks Trust at some time in the future so they could share their plans with the Town Council.  

ITEM 8.  TC/SEPT/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No information from the police about re-establishing the community forums had been received. It was noted that the plan to provide a new police office at the Fire Station was likely to be going ahead.  The old police station site is up for sale, and the advertisement makes a point of mentioning that this site is unlisted.  The Town Council has applied for listed building Grade 2 status for this site and is awaiting a response from Historical England.  The clerk has been in contact with the police regarding a spate of anti-social behaviours in the Council’s parks and play areas, during which a large quantify of play equipment had been tampered with, graffitied, and in some cases destroyed.   

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the meeting dated 5rh July were received.   

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Winsor and the clerk will be giving a presentation on the devolution of parks and play areas at the next Parish Forum Meeting on 16th September.    
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held.   

· Education Trust – No meetings had taken place. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]

ITEM 9.  TC/SEPT/2021:  CORPORATE GOVERNANCE   

The Annual Report for 2020/21 was approved with some minor amendments. 

Prop: RC	Sec: EH 

However, it was noted that the Council is still awaiting completion of the External Audit which should be completed sometime in October 2021. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.04 pm. The date of the next meeting is 11th October 2021.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

