NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 8th November 2021 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa (Vice Chair), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
             A member of the public  

ITEM 1.  TC/NOV/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence from Cllrs Sue Garner and Mark Lombardo which were received and accepted. Cllr Harris was not present at the meeting and did not tender apologies. 

The continuous absence of Cllr Harris from meetings for a period of six months was noted. It was felt that no acceptable reasons, or indeed any reasons for absence, had been provided by Cllr Harris. 

Resolved to declare the office vacant, which will have the effect of removing with immediate effect from Cllr Harris the office of Councillor of South Ward of Newport Pagnell. 

Prop: PW       Sec: DK

Action: The clerk to notify Milton Keynes Council of the casual vacancy. 

ITEM 2.  TC/NOV/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3. TC/NOV/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/NOV/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual  Meeting of the Town Council held on the 11th October 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: RH	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

4.2	It  was noted that the meeting with the Head of Ecology at Northampton University, regarding Bury Field Common, had not as yet taken place. 

4.3	Council received a report from the clerk explaining agenda preparation, timing and placement of items on agendas.  	 

[bookmark: _Hlk87344251]4.4	It was noted that the item regarding election of Council Chairs had been deferred until the November meeting of Policy and Finance.  


ITEM 5. TC/NOV/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that:
· On 15th October he and the Mayoress had attended the civic service for the Mayor of Houghton Regis. 
· On 16th October he attended the Mead Centre Coffee morning. 
· Also on 16th October he attended the parish church session and followed up on the church’s fundraising/improvements at their open day. During this period he learned a lot about bell ringing. 
· On the 26th October he and his wife hosted the Newport Pagnell COVID memorial event along with Revd Wood. 
· On Saturday 6th November he supported the Newport Pagnell Football Team. 
· On Sunday 7th November, he and his wife attended the first awards ceremony of the MK Bangladeshi Association.  

The Vice Chair reported that:

· On 5th November she volunteered along with other councillors and members of the fireworks committee at the Fireworks Event.  
· On 30th October and 4th November she met with Alan Hunt and his fellow local artists at which meetings she discussed a possible series of annual summer festival events in the Town.    
· On 29th October she met with the Netball Club. However, attendance at the meeting was low.  
· On 19th October she held a successful meeting with MK’s African Diaspora director to discuss opportunities for holding a series of wellbeing talk shows on a local radio station. 
· On 31st October she attended MK’s Black History Month Awards. 
· She submitted a written report on the importance of Milton Keynes in the context of Commonwealth of nations for the MK Bid for City Status.  
· On 12th October she met with MKC’s Mayor Khan, to discuss plans for a general meeting with the MK African/Caribbean-Origin Diaspora Stakeholders. 

ITEM 6.  TC/NOV/2021:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 20th October 2021. 

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 6th October 2021. Cllr Henderson mentioned that, in connection with item 4.3 and the NPIG meeting held on 4th November, it emerged at the NPIG meeting that the planning application regarding the Industrial Site on MK East included details about the proposed cycle link up Willen Road that crossed the A422 via a Toucan Crossing. 

Resolved that, given the Town Council’s previous resolution on the MK East Berkeley Homes application, and the fact that the response to MKC detailed a need to avoid all at-grade or Toucan crossings on the A509/422, the Town Council needed to add additional comment to the Industrial Site application, objecting to the planned Toucan crossing.  

Prop: EH	Sec: PW

c) The Policy and Finance meeting minutes dated 25th October 2021. It was noted that the Fireworks Events Volunteer Group had not as yet submitted an application for grant funding for the event.    

d) The Culture, Events and Public Relations Meeting minutes dated 13th October 2021.Cllr Henderson commented that congratulations to the Fireworks Events Volunteer Committee, and to Cllr Lombardo were in order, for putting on a successful event.   

e) Parks and Property minutes dated 6th October 2021. Cllr Henderson asked for clarity on who is maintaining the bridges leading into the park. The clerk responded that the metal walkway at the north end of the Riverside Meadow site (but not the bridge across Tickford Street leading into Riverside Meadows) is definitely the Town Council’s responsibility, but that the main pedestrian bridge into Riverside Meadow was entirely MKC’s responsibility, and that this had been confirmed in writing. 

Action: The clerk to clarify with MKC who holds the maintenance responsibilities for the bridges leading into Castle Meadow.  

f) The Allotment meeting minutes dated 19th October 2021. 

g) The Health, Wellbeing and Sports minutes dated 25th October 2021.


ITEM 7.  TC/NOV/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – Cllr Lombardo had left a message that the police had cancelled the Community Forum meeting owing to a lack of advertising of the event. 

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been held.

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meetings had been held.  
 
· MK ALC – There was nothing to report on this meeting.

· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen reported that the Trust had met and had agreed to fund the last visit to Caldecote Lake made by young people who attended the Youth Club.

· The Town Council approved of the clerk putting herself forward to be considered as an elected clerk on the NALC Larger Council’s Committee for 2022/23. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]

ITEM 8.  TC/NOV/2021:  MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS    

8.1	Cllr Clarke put forward a motion that the Park Run Events, approved by MKC to take place on Bury Field, be rejected, or that the organisers be asked to shift the time or date of their events, once the common is transferred to the Town Council.   His concerns related to parking demand at Queen’s Avenue car parks on a Saturday morning, and to the frequency of use and its effect on the ecology of the Common. The motion was discussed, and Cllr Butler put forward a view that having attended the first Park Run Event, parking had cleared before 10 am, some runners made use of the town’s retailers for coffees or breakfasts, and the runners had stuck to the mowed paths on the common and had not diverted onto the grass.  Cllr Clarke’s motion was not supported and it was agreed that the Park Run Event is generally a good thing for the town, but that the Park Run Organisation would be required to formally request use of the space from the Town Council using the proper application process once transfer of the land had taken place.   

8.2	A proposal from Cllr Oyakhire was received to discuss Councillor safety, given the recent decision by the Town Council to reopen Councillor surgeries, and the murder of both Sir David Amess MP and Jo Cox MP during attendance at their surgeries. Cllr Day advised that training was on offer through MKC to help councillors consider their safety.  If any councillor did attend the training it would be appreciated if they could provide details of the content back to the Town Council. Cllr Bah-Pokawa reported that she had received racial abuse via email, and the clerk reported that during the Newport Pagnell Fireworks Event (an event not run by the Town Council) she had received seven phone calls to her personal landline at home about parking, one of which had included a death threat.  The matter had been reported to the police.  

	Resolved, in the light of recent events, to reverse the previous decision by the Town Council to commence holding physical Councillor Surgeries in the New Year.   

	Prop: PW	Sec: RC   
[bookmark: _Hlk87353957]
ITEM 9. TC/NOV/2021: APPEAL PANEL HEARING

The minutes of the Appeal Panel Hearing relating to a tree at Whitethorns Park were received by Full Council.  It was agreed that the Appeals Panel had taken the correct decision.  

ITEM 10. TC/NOV/2021: MEETING SCHEDULE AND WORKING GROUP MEMBERSHIP

10.1	It was noted that a vacancy now existed on the TPEM Working Group. 

	Resolved to approve Cllr Sue Garner filling this vacancy. 

	Prop: PW	Sec: PD

10.2	The Meeting and Events Schedule for 2022 was received and approved.  


There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.00 pm. The date of the next meeting is 13th December  2021.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

