NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Held on Thursday 9th December 2021 at 11.00 am.



Present: Cllr Ian Carman (Chair), Cllr Richard Pearson, Cllr Philip Gage, Cllr Euan Henderson, Cllr Diane Kitchen, Martin Ferns, Shar Roselman (NPTC Clerk), Abi Bassett (NPTC Deputy Clerk)

ITEM 1 DEC 2021/NPIG:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies tendered by Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa and Alan Mills

ITEM 2 DEC 2021/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the virtual NPIG meeting held on 4th November 2021 were received and accepted

ITEM 3 DEC 2021/NPIG:	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 3
To address the following parcels of work – 

	3.1 ENVIRONMENT
3.1.1 Update on the Town Council’s meeting with the University of Northampton (UoN)
IC gave an update. Walkaround Bury Field with the Head of Ecology. 
No report available from UoN yet. Would be hoping to complete habitat stage 1 early spring. No response yet to request to set up cameras for surveying animal at the Lakes Lane and Marsh End sites.
Wildlife cameras on Bury Field. Deer already spotted there. 
Ponds – UoN very interested in quarry pond.  Interested in looking further at new ponds created on Bury Field. UoN inference that area lowest on common must have led back to river. Might be interesting to restore that link.
Yellow rattle seed planted by MKC didn’t work because it was not tended, and was planted in weather that was too cold. It needs helping along. UoN keen to repeat seeding but do it properly, but not until mid-spring. 
UoN enthusiastic re engaging.
UoN think it could be important to prevent dogs going through certain areas of common – Parks Trust have achieved this by planting dense scrub as a barrier. Could work on Common, particularly where the highest variety of uncommon plants found.
Specifically looked at tree planting in top left hand side hedges, best place along northern boundary. Crab apples suitable. Helpful to persuade UoN to do some work on Lakes Lane/Land opp. WRSG to provide evidence for NP. 
Would residents be willing to have rain gauges, need equipment. Who would buy? Monitoring rain fall around common would be helpful.  Action: SR to write to UoN and ask for full update.

3.1.2 Update on discussions with the Berks, Bucks & Oxon wildlife Trust (BBOWT)
Evidence base already exists for NP around core, recovery and wider countryside. Ask to use their evidence base as our evidence for NP policy. Paid for service. 
Action: AB to ask for details re costs and scope of work

3.1.3 Discuss environmental mapping options, with particular reference to maintaining, enhancing and improving wildlife corridors possibly using magic maps. This is of pertinence to the protection of various green sites in Newport Pagnell. 
Horse paddock to Knapp land above WRSG all one corridor. Evidence to show how important it is, put policy in place to protect as part of major wildlife corridor linking the linear park with the lakes at Great Linford. Second wildlife corridor at top of Portfields (Spinney) through Bury Common through to site. Combined with river. 
How do we collect evidence strong enough to argue case against housing?
Consultancy company might be best place to start.

3.1.4 To note that a meeting with the Parks Trust is being arranged to establish whether they can assist in providing evidence to support wildlife corridors. Meeting held. Put forward ideas for protecting areas from dogs. No mapping, but have given us framework for env management. May be useful for discussions going forward. Are willing to help PCs to manage land, will give advice. No plans or intentions to map land they do not own. 

3.1.5 To agree that the policy statement in version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan will focus on the protection and enhancement of wildlife corridors. 
Action: Deferred until conversations had with BBOWT etc.


[bookmark: _Hlk89353687]	3.2 DEVELOPMENT OF BROWNFIELD SITES IN THE TOWN
	
3.2.1 Wilford & Dean. To note that a meeting with the owners has been requested. Noted, no response yet. Action: AB to contact Agent to request meeting.

3.2.2 To receive an update from the Deputy Clerk on meetings arranged with owners of possible brownfield sites in the Town Centre. 
No update available at this time. Action AB: Try to find agent details to contact owners. To establish what owners long term intentions are. If unclear, give them alternative options. 

3.2.3 To agree that the policy statement should focus on provision of housing on brownfield sites.
important to protect green field sites, concentrate on brownfield sites. Look at garage at corner of ME Road. Could be useful for housing. Would free up parking in Station Road/St John’s St. Could easily move to Interchange Park. May be worth having that conversation. Action: AB to arrange a meeting. Conditionality as to how brownfield site is developed and impact on surrounding properties. Appropriate arrangements for s106. Show that there are sites available, steer people away from green field sites. 
Policy should focus on housing. Agreed.

 
	
3.3 PARKING PROVISION	

		3.3.1 Co-op. To continue to attempt to make contact with the
owners of the Co-op building and car park to discuss their long term
intentions. Action: Ab to contact. Have update by 27th Jan.

3.3.2 Milton Keynes Council. To discuss with MKC ways to define and
improve car parking in the Town Centre. Library carpark, wasted, not
very useful. Have convo with MKC to see what their long term
plans are for site. Could carpark be turned into housing, other
owners join convo, could create a lot of housing. Could raise
funds to improve carparking in the town. Can’t proceed without
input from MKC as landowners. Head of parking? 
Is multi storey carpark realistic? Would it be free?
Parking problem not as bad post covid as 2-3 years ago. Easier to
find a space than before. Silver St carpark always busy.
[bookmark: _Hlk93654971]Useful discussion with Head of Parking at MKC on their perceptions of the need and upcoming changes (charging, not
charging etc) 
Station road carpark would be unpleasing aesthetically. Better
placed at library. Other Silver St carpark could be two storeys.  
Action: AB to write, requesting a meeting with MKC Stuart Proffitt – Director of Place, cc in Head of Parking at MKC.  

3.3.3 to agree that, should it be practical following discussion, the policy should focus on the restructuring of parking facilities within the town	RP offered to do survey on carpark usage in NP. Useful to collect data and have some facts as to how much use is being made of current carparks to go back to MKC with. Action: RP to come up with a plan to undertake surveys, and advise if he needs ranger to assist. 

ITEM 4 DEC 2021/NPIG:	MK EAST

4.1 To note that the Berkeley/St. James outline planning application has been approved by Milton Keynes Council, against the objections of Newport Pagnell Town Council Noted

4.2 To note that the Bloor Homes planning application will be submitted
shortly. To note that discussions are ongoing regarding the additional land at
Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG). Noted.  Action:  SR to Ask George Bowyer to propose amendment re cycle track. Appear amenable to TCs objections.

4.3 To note that the Newlands planning application will be submitted in the
New Year. NPTC will make representation. Noted. As per item 4.2.
	
4.4 To make preparations to request the traffic monitoring data from Berkeley/St. James annually, as per the planning proposal. Agreed by MKC and Berkeleys to monitor Eastern Relief Road to establish if it needs to be a dual carriageway. Need to press MKC for figures once the road has been in for 6 months. 

Boundary review – coming up for discussion at Parish Forum meeting this eve, time is ready for review on that site. As soon as info gained re timings, TC must reconstitute MK Boundary working group to put together application. (Post meeting note: MKC have confirmed that boundary review is not going to cover MK East.)  

Get residents to write in to MKC and agree. 

Clerk to put meetings in place nearer the time.

Date required for MKC site allocation exercise to be completed. Need significant support. Go back and make specific comments on areas want protecting. Make as many people as possible aware that TC will not accept development in certain areas.  


ITEM 5 DEC  2021/NPIG:	DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
AGENDA

The next meeting to be on 27th January 2022. 

IC- Next Agenda item:  Should NPIG report directly to Full Council? Blurring of lines between NPIG and TPEM
