NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th December 2021 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chairman), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
             A representative from Churchill’s Development.  

ITEM 1.  TC/DEC/2021:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Sue Garner, Roger Hornblow and Mark Lombardo. 

ITEM 2.  TC/DEC/2021:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3. TC/DEC/2021:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/DEC/2021:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 8th November 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: PG	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

4.2	A report on the meeting with the Head of Ecology at Northampton University, regarding Bury Field Common, was received.  It was noted that Northampton University was very keen to work on this project.  

4.3	A report was received on the maintenance of the main bridges in Riverside and Castle Meadow.  

	Action: Cllr Winsor to contact the bridge engineer who had worked on the Tickford Bridge, to try to establish responsibility for the metal footpath leading into Riverside Meadows from Tickford Street, and to report back to TPEM, as the clerk’s contact with the MKC officer for asset management had failed to get a response that this structure would be maintained by MKC.       	 

[bookmark: _Hlk87344251]4.4	It was noted that Cllr Binta Bah Pokawa had withdrawn the item regarding changes to Standing Orders on the process relating to election of Council Chairs.

4.5	Attempts by the Town Council to obtain amendments to the Berkeley Planning application for the MK East development which was considered at DCC had not been successful. Cllr Carmen will speak at the Bloor Homes/Industrial Site application meeting/s on the need to remove the Toucan crossing on the A422, should this continue to appear in the final planning application/s.   


ITEM 5. TC/DEC/2021:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that:
· On 11th November he represented the town at the Milton Keynes Remembrance Day event. 
· On 12th November he attended a premier of 3 films made by Junior Filmmakers, and presented their awards.  
· On 14th November he attended the Newport Pagnell Remembrance Sunday, and laid a wreath for the town. 
· On the 21st November he hosted the Mayor of Leighton Buzzard and Linslade for the local Derby at the FA Vase Match. 
· On 27th November he attended the King’s Arms Christmas Event. 
· On 27th November he also attended the Parish Church Event on the same day, and visited the stalls in the Swan. 
·  On 3rd December he supported the Winter Shopping Event by joining the light volunteers for the ‘secret’ switch on of the Christmas Lights.
· On 4th December he attended the fair, which was part of the Winter Shopping Event, where he was able to help promote local businesses and craft work. 
· Also on the 4th December he attended the Bowls Club Christmas Fayre, raising awareness and funds for the club. 
· On the evening of the 4th December he attended a joint performance of Newport Pagnell Singers and the Bradwell Silver Band at the parish church. 
· On 5th December he represented the town with a visit to Olney’s Dickens of a Christmas event. 
· On 6th December he was a guest of the Sports Desk on CRMK radio, during which he promoted local clubs and facilities. 
· Between 9-12th December he had a tree in the Christmas Tree Festival at the Parish Church, and he also visited the entire festival. 
· On 11th December, at the latest Mead Centre Coffee Morning he donned a Rotary Club tabard as the Rotary Club donated £500 to the centre. 

On many of the above occasions he was joined by his wife, Sarah. 

The Vice Chair reported that:

· She visited Costa Coffee on the High Street for a chat with some residents and with Brian Breacher regarding the idea of raising the profile of Newport Pagnell on social media, twitter, and WhatsApp.  
· She has been involved in the MK Bid for City Status and contributed to the wording of this document.  The bid has now been submitted. 
· On 20th November 2021 she stood in for the Mayor at the local Co-op’s Payout Day to present cheques to three local causes supported by Co-Op funding.  
· Also on 20th November she attended the Rushden Mayor’s Civic Cabaret Evening. 
· On 25th November 2021 she attended a fundraising Turkish dinner event in Leighton Buzzard as a guest of the Leighton/Linslade Mayor. 
· On 3rd December 2021 she attended the Winter Shopping Event. 
· On 10th December she attended the Milton Keynes Arts and African Festival. 
· On 11th December she attended the Leighton Linslade Mayor’s Carol Concert.  
· On 12th December she was invited by MK’s Mayor Khan to attend the MK Supplementary School Standard Framework Award at Oak Grove Primary School. 
· On 15th December she will be attending the Rushden Town Mayor’s Civic Carol Service.  

ITEM 6.  TC/DEC/2021:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 17th  November 2021.

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 3rd November.  

c) The Policy and Finance meeting minutes dated 29th November.  It was noted that the PAF working group should amend these minutes at their next meeting to make reference to Wolverton Road Flower Group, and not simply refer to it as the Wolverton Flower Group. 

d) The Culture, Events and Public Relations Meeting minutes dated 17th November 2021.   

e) Parks and Property minutes dated 3rd November 2021. 

f) The Allotment meeting minutes dated 16th November 2021. 

g) The Business Development meeting minutes dated 15th November 2021.  

Cllr Henderson mentioned that a meeting had been held with both the Football and Cricket Clubs at WRSG, and it was hoped a final response from the Football Club on the plan option of choice would be received by Christmas 2021. It was the strong view of both clubs that the new land adjacent to WRSG should be used for football, with cricket having exclusive use of the new pavilion to be built on WRSG (excepting for the tennis area.)  A meeting had also been held with Bloor Homes who have agreed to extending the size of the pavilion, to put another MUGA on site, and to additional parking provision. 

Cllr Henderson had discussed the transfer of Bury Field with the chairman of the Common Holder’s Association, who had advised that he was very happy about the transfer of the land to the Town Council. Final discussions will take place at their AGM in February. The last issues relating to the transfer of the land have been sorted out, and signing of the transfer documents is imminent.  

A company has been appointed to undertake the soil survey on Burgess Gardens.   

A small issue remained in relation to the lease of land to the Aston Martin Heritage Trust, in connection with the footpath that runs through the site, which may cause security issues.  A meeting has been arranged to discuss this with MKC. 

ITEM 7.  TC/DEC/2021:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No meetings have been organised in Newport Pagnell. 

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the AGM dated 25th November were received. 

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Winsor gave an update on this meeting, including the MKC budget status, the talk given by Mark Tarbit of Themes Valley Police, the number of parishes now undertaking their own landscaping, the Queen’s Jubilee (which is the same weekend as the Town Council’s Vintage Event) and the City Bid, which was delivered with a cover of Newport Pagnell vellum and by means of a Starship robot. He spoke about MKC’s intention to have an increased drain cleaning routine (including annually in Priory Street.)  The clerk advised that the Boundary Review planned by MKC does not include MK East, and that the earliest this is likely to take place is the spring of 2023.   
 
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor advised that MK ALC was putting on a number of new courses for councillors, including some run by planning experts.   New issues of concern to be raised are planning enforcement and e-scooters. 

· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen reported that there was nothing to discuss. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]

ITEM 8.  TC/DEC/2021:  PRECEPT AND BUDGET    

The Council discussed the 2022/23 budget, as proposed by the Policy and Finance Working Group, noting the projects that would be undertaken in the coming financial year.  The Town Council considered a range of precept increases between 2% and 5%. In order not to result in a loss being made a minimum increase of 3% would be required, which would be below the current and anticipated inflationary increases.  Inflation is predicted to reach between 4.6% and 5% by mid-year next year. This increase will take the D Band contribution to £190.69 per annum, being an increase of £5.56 per D Band household per annum, or 10.7 pence per week.   

Resolved to approve the 2022/23 budget and 3-year forecast, which increases the precept demand for 2022/23 to £996,266 excluding any Local Council Tax Support Grant.   
 
Prop: RC	Sec: PW

[bookmark: _Hlk87353957] 	 
ITEM 9. TC/DEC/2021: OPENING OF HORNBEAM CYCLING FACILITY 

The Council discussed the date of the opening event for the Hornbeam Cycling Facility.   Possible dates of January 2022 and early spring were put forward.  

Resolved that the formal opening event should take place in March/April 2022, with the actual date dependent upon which date Matt Jones is available. A Saturday morning is preferable if he is available then.  

Prop: PW	Sec: EH  

Action: Euan Henderson to make contact with Matt Jones, who will be the guest of honour and main contributor to the event, to establish a suitable date.     

ITEM 10. TC/DEC/2021: POLICE STATION SITE 

Information on the proposed planning application for this site was received, which included the offer of some community facilities to the Town Council.  However, the offer indicated that the facilities would be transferred ‘as is’ to the Town Council.  The Town Council raised concerns about the structural integrity and condition of the facilities, which, providing they were in reasonable condition, would be very welcome indeed.  Churchill Developers were asked to intercede with the current owners of the site, to make arrangements for the Town Council to gain permission to undertake the necessary surveys, and were invited to make offers on assisting the Town Council to undertake such surveys as were necessary.  In principle the Town Council is in very much favour of this type of development on this site, as its proximity to the Town Centre is ideal for retirement living.  However, final agreement on the development could only be given at the time the planning application is submitted and all the details are known.   The Town Council is in an ideal position to hold discussions with various parties in the town about using these facilities to the best advantage and would certainly be able to make use of them one way or another.  There was no further update available on the listing of the site.      


There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.02 pm. The date of the next meeting is 17th January 2022.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

