NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 24th January 2022 at 10.30 am. 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Philip Gage, Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk

		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JAN/2022: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for this meeting. 

ITEM 2.  BD/JAN/ 2022:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/JAN/ 2022:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/JAN/2022: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 11th November
2021 as a correct record of the meeting.

Prop:	PG 	Sec: EH

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/JAN/2022:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1	Following many meetings with the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC) it has been agreed that instead of moving the main pitch by 5 meters, moving the pavilion around to the south side of the site will provide sufficient grass around the club house.  This move of the pavilion will increase costs by £30,000 to £50,000 but the NPTFC understands that the Council can only fund what the budget allows.  The plan will be to put two new pavilions on site and two artificial grass pitches, and to improve drainage, fencing and car parking.   

	It was agreed that the Council’s consultants, Steve Wells Associates should be advised to proceed with drawing up the final plan as above, then get on with undertaking surveys of the land, submitting the planning application, and drawing up the tender documents. 

	Action: The clerk to instruct Steve Wells Associates accordingly.   

5.1.2	Information has been received from both NPTFC and the Newport Pagnell Cricket Club that the clubs would prefer cricket to remain where it is on the WRSG site, and instead to plan for new football provision (sports fields and 4-team pavilion plus two MUGAs and parking) on the new land that Bloor Homes will be making available for sports fields.  

	It was agreed to communicate this to Bloor Homes.

	Action: The Town Clerk to advise Bloor Homes accordingly.   
  
5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

Steve Wells Associates will not commence the final design of the sports/wellbeing/community centre on this site until the Tickford Fields Farm site is settled.  The Town Council awaits with interest the tender bids for developers of the Tickford Field Farm site that are due in March 2022.  

ITEM 6.   BD/JAN/2022: BURY COMMON 

Objective for the Council year: To progress the transfer of Bury Field Common and Meadow to Newport Pagnell Town Council, including the transfer of the Rural Grants on this site.   

It was noted that the Bury Field Commoners’ Association (BFCA) had held a meeting of their management committee regarding the Memorandum of Understanding proposed by the Town Council.  The Association had raised some significant concerns about the MoU.  It was agreed to send a letter to the (BFCA) suggesting that instead of an MoU, a formal letter of agreement was signed by both parties, agreeing to meeting quarterly with three members from each group (and alternatives) to discuss what needed to be done to improve the common, how this would be funded, and who would arrange for the work to be done. Arrangements to continue to fund the commoners with 48% of the income from the Common will continue under the ownership of the Town Council. 

[bookmark: _Hlk87951521]Action: The clerk to write a letter to the BFCA proposing the above. Cllrs Winsor, Carman, Gage, and Oyakhire all expressed an interest in sitting in on the meetings with the BFCA. As this working group will report directly to Business Development, there will be an opportunity for Cllrs Henderson and Kitchen to also have input.   

Ten small crab apples will be provided by MKC to the Town Council for planting on the common.  These will be planted within the hedgerows on the northern and western boundary of the common. 

The Bury Field Common and Meadow were transferred to the Town Council on 24th January 2022. 

There is as yet no agreement with MKC about passporting over the remaining rural funds for the common.  

[bookmark: _Hlk93930584]Action: The clerk to try to set up a meeting with Peter Beer of MKC about this.

Northampton University is engaged in undertaking a stage one habitat survey of the common.  This will be followed, in due course, with a stage two survey on areas of significance. 

Action: The clerk to advise Northampton University of the entry code to the Queen’s Avenue gate, so that visiting students can park inside the common instead of in the car park.  

ITEM 7.   BD/JAN/2022:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

The working group received the updated s106 report. Ousedale School had reported that they had specific projects in mind for the funding that was reserved for this school.   

Action: Cllr Henderson will speak with Cllr Garner about progressing the funding applications, and the clerk can provide assistance in completing these applications, to ensure that the wording meets the requirements of the two s106 agreements. A further meeting with the head of the school may prove necessary, but the priority is to submit the funding applications to the Planning Obligations Officer. Once the s106 applications forms are correct, the clerk will share these with the lead Ward Councillors in the north and south wards of Newport Pagnell.    

It was noted that the clerk has submitted a planning obligation request form for the funding of Burgess Gardens allotments, although this funding is not as yet available for distribution and the Town Council is likely to have to forward fund this project. 

A further £70,000 of s106 funding will, in due course, become available for Middleton Pool from two development sites in Broughton.   
	 		
ITEM 8. BD/JAN/2022:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

Hornbeam Play Area/Cycle Park
	 
Cycling classes have been delayed until March to accommodate the course leader’s request. 

Notice board plans have been submitted to Sport England for approval. 

Cllr Henderson has not yet been able to establish the availability of Matt Jones for the opening event. 

Action: Cllr Henderson to make contact with Matt Jones to discuss his availability in March. 
  
ITEM 9.   BD/JAN/2022:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

There are three parks ready to be transferred to the Town Council (Kingfisher, Friary Gardens and Sorrel Drive) but transfers have been delayed because of the loss of a key solicitor at Milton Keynes Council.  
.  
ITEM 10.   BD/JAN/2022: TOWN CENTRE

10.1	An update on the Economic Fund was received. 

The Economic Fund and the ARG Fund have funded two shopping events in the town. Plans now involve a new modem for the electronic signage, and a town retail map to be distributed to everyone in Milton Keynes.  

10.2	An update on the Welcome Back Fund was received.

	Planting plans have been agreed for Station Road and outside of Bury Common, and the Bury Common project has been costed.  

ITEM 11.   BD/JAN/2022: BURGESS GARDENS ALLOTMENT SITE 

11.1 Burgess Gardens site

The soil sampling report was received by the working group, and it showed no heavy metal of concern in any of the samples taken from the site.    

The clerk is meeting with the architect appointed to draw up plans for the allotment site tomorrow. Cllr Gage will attend this meeting.  

The working group decided there should not be an alternative dog walking facility provided on this site as no other parks in Newport Pagnell make such a provision. 

Prop: PW	Sec: PG

11.2 Site for lease to Aston Martin Heritage Trust  (AMHT) 

AMHT has held a meeting with MKC to request that an informal footpath is moved to run parallel to the river.  A response from MKC is awaited. 

The Town Council has had a plan drawn up of the site, which will be suitable for attaching to the lease, and to use for land registry purposes.  

[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]ITEM 12.   BD/JAN/2022: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the November income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns.  
 
IITEM 13.   BD/JAN/2022:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Resolved that the usual items would appear on the next agenda.  
Prop: EH	Sec: IC
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.30 am. 

The date of the next meeting is 21st March 2022.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


