NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 17th January 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
           

ITEM 1.  TC/JAN/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Philip Gage and Mark Lombardo. 

ITEM 2.  TC/JAN/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Henderson declared an interest in the issue of venues to hold Covid-19 secure meetings, in that he lives opposite Middleton Hall.     

ITEM 3. TC/JAN/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/JAN/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 13th December 2021 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: BBP	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

4.2	It was noted that a further meeting took place between the Aston Martin Heritage Trust and Milton Keynes Council regarding moving the footpath running between the allotment site and the caravan park. 

	Action: The clerk to send a copy of the proposed move to all Councillors.     

4.3	A visit to the police station site in Newport Pagnell is being arranged by Churchill Developers.  It is not as yet clear whether the building survey that Churchill’s will undertake on the area to become a community building will be a structural survey. The Town Council will require a structural survey.    

ITEM 5. TC/JAN/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that many events had been cancelled during December owing to the Omicron variant of Covid-19, and this had included his visits to elderly person’s accommodation on Christmas Day :
· On 15th January he welcomed the football teams to the pitch as the Swans (Newport Pagnell Town Football Club) proceeded with their FA Vase campaign against Fakenham.  He is pleased to report that the Swans won. 
· He also mentioned that he had attended some cyber security training, at which he had learned more about phishing tactics.  His own email address has recently been used to send fraudulent emails to other councillors, and he asked everyone to take great care and not to assume that emails sent were from him.  It was also most important to not open unexpected attachments or links in emails, as criminals were using these to gain access to people’s own laptops, phones and PCs, and corrupting data thereon, which they then held for extortion purposes. Some fraudsters were even pretending to be local residents asking councillors and staff to click on attachments.    

The Vice Chair reported that:
· She was continuing discussions with local residents regarding a Commonwealth Event made up of diverse cultures in Newport Pagnell. 

ITEM 6.  TC/JAN/2022:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 22nd December 2021.

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 8th December 2021. Cllr Winsor confirmed that the meeting with Highways had not as yet been arranged.    

ITEM 7.  TC/JAN/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No meetings have been organised in Newport Pagnell. 

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had taken place. The next one is due 24th January 2022. 

· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of the December meeting were received. 
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held. 

· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen reported that the next meeting of the Trust would take place 15th February 2022. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/JAN/2022:  BLOOR HOMES DEVELOPMENT – MK EAST SITE     

The Council discussed the Bloor Homes Development, noting the plans around the provision of further sports facilities at WRSG.  The one issue that remains contentious with this application is the Toucan crossing over the A422.  The Town Council had previously agreed to object to this aspect of the plans when they became available for comment.  Cllr Carman had been nominated as the speaker on behalf of the Town Council at the DCC meeting.  The clerk would also be making contact with Cllr George Bowyer on this matter asking if he would propose an amendment to the plans based on removal of the Toucan crossing.  Comments made on the planning application by a member of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group were received.  

Resolved to object to the Toucan crossing across the A422, and to allow TPEM to consider any other concerns raised in Alan Mill’s email when making their response to this planning application.   
 
Prop: PD	Sec: PW
[bookmark: _Hlk87353957] 	 
ITEM 9. TC/JAN/2022: MANAGING COVID19 IN THE TOWN COUNCIL  

Having received a letter dated November 2021 from the Director of Public Health the Council discussed whether it should move away from working groups back to committees to hold such meetings in person.

Views were put forward that this should be a personal decision for Councillors, and that each committee may, along with its committee officer/s, like to decide on its own progress towards physical meetings.  

As TPEM is the meeting likely to attract the most local residents, in dealing with planning applications, this meeting will trial a return to physical meetings as from February 2022.  

Council discussed the most suitable venue for such meetings.  It was agreed that, if possible, the Middleton Centre would be booked for these TPEM February meetings. Full Council meetings will continue to take place in person at the Youth Club.  

Staff members involved in council meetings needed to be consulted and vulnerable people should be protected.    

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.50 pm. The date of the next meeting is 14th February 2022.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

