NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 14th February 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Philip Gage, Sue Garner, Euan Henderson, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
           
ITEM 1.  TC/FEB/2022:  CO-OPTION AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
[bookmark: _Hlk95810976]
ITEM 1.1 Co-Option

	Applications were received from three residents of Newport Pagnell for the vacancy of a Councillor of the South Ward of Newport Pagnell. 

	Two of the applicants were not present at the meeting, and one of these had sent apologies for non-attendance, relating to an accident. 

	Mr Richard Abery, one of the applicants for co-option, was invited to give a brief presentation.  He spoke of the fact that he had spent 18 years as a tour guide in London, and had been genuinely concerned about helping the elderly all his life.  During this period he had also raised funds for Great Ormond Street Hospital.  He had spent 3 years in the Foreign Commonwealth Office, and had moved to Milton Keynes in 1981. He now runs a travel agency in Newport Pagnell.

	Council agreed that the applicants were suitable for co-option. Voting took place on whom, out of the three, to co-opt. 

	Resolved to co-opt Scott Humphries onto the Council. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW 

Cllr Scott Humphries will be invited to sign his Declaration of Office, and Declaration of interests urgently, and to choose the working groups on which he wishes to sit. 


ITEM 1.2 Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Roger Hornblow and Sam Langridge. . 

ITEM 2.  TC/FEB/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Anne Butler declared an interest in item 1.1, the co-option of a new councillor, as one of the applicants was her husband. She left the room during this item.      

ITEM 3. TC/FEB/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  TC/FEB/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17th January 2022 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: BBP	Sec: PW 

Matters Arising

4.2	An update from the clerk was received on communications with Ward Councillors about the Toucan Crossing over the A422.  Both sets of Ward Councillors are not in favour of the crossing, but it remains to be seen whether some influence can be brought to bear on the Industrial Site application at MK East. The application is now being considered by the MKC Planning Department and will come before DCC as part of the planning process. 

	Cllr Henderson mentioned that he had also spoken to a councillor who sits on the DCC planning committee about the safety issues of this crossing, and had been advised that MKC members sitting on DCC could not propose amendments to plans.  He suggested that the Town Council engaged a Highways Consultant to argue the case at DCC.  

	Action: The clerk to investigate whether a Highways Consultant could be found to produce a report and give evidence at short notice, and if so, at what cost to the Council.      

4.3	A visit to the police station site in Newport Pagnell has been arranged by Churchill Developers, to take place on 15th February 2022.       

ITEM 5. TC/FEB/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that the  Brownies event in January had been cancelled owing to Covid-19. 

· On Tuesday 19th January the Mayor made an official visit to the hairdressers inside Harben House.  
· On Sunday 23rd January, he visited the Red House to help the pub promote its business.
· On Tuesday 1st February he attended the community engagement meeting for #WEURO. He has subsequently followed up with the Women’s Euro organisers to suggest various ways they might bring their promotion to Newport Pagnell. 
· On Friday 12th February he attended a fundraising dinner hosted by the Mayor of Houghton Regis with various other Bedfordshire Mayors and the MP in attendance. 
· On Saturday 13th February he hosted the Mayor and Mayoress of Newton Abbott, who accepted his invitation to come and support their local team ‘Buckland Athletic FC’ as the Swans (Newport Pagnell Town Football Club) proceeded with their FA Vase campaign.  He is pleased to report that the Swans won. The Mayor of Newport Abbott provided the Mayor with several gifts for the Town Council. Cllr Day invited the CEPR working group to look into procuring something similar for the Town Council. 

The Vice Chair reported that:
· On 2nd February she attended the Women’s Euro 2022 Community Group evening alongside the Mayor. 
· On 22nd January 2022 she represented the Town in welcoming the new URC Minister and her husband, Alex, to the community.  It was a beautiful service.  
· On 8th February she and Andy Hunt met with the clerk to discuss a Commonwealth and Friends Festival which she would like to put on this year in July.  

ITEM 6.  TC/FEB/2022:   WORKING GROUP & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Before reviewing the minutes, Council noted that there was a petition being circulated by residents to present to Milton Keynes Council, about the poor condition of Two Wrestler’s garage, and the need for enforcement action to take place to get the owners to repair it.  The Town Council has always supported the view that this I s necessary to save the historical building which is in a dire state of repair. 

6.1	The following Working Group and Committee minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 26th January 2022. A meeting is being arranged with Graham Cox of MKC regarding a large number of highways concerns.  The clerk suggested that instead of inviting Ward Members to this meeting, individual meetings were held with each political party.  

Resolved to agree that the clerk should arrange individual Ward Councillor meetings with both political parties in Newport Pagnell.

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW

[bookmark: _Hlk95814608]Action: The clerk  

b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 12th January 2022.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 31st January 2022.  Cllr Henderson suggested that the PAF working group amend the minutes to remove reference to the Town Council apprentice. 
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 10th January 2022. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 19th January 2022.
f) The Business Development Meeting minutes dated 24th January 2022. Cllr Henderson mentioned that Steve Wells Associates (the Town Council’s sports consultants) had been instructed to draw up the final plan for WRSG. MKC has agreed to transfer remain funds from the Rural Grants on the Common to the Town Council, and the Common Holders Management Committee has signed the agreement to meet quarterly with the Town Council. Cllr Garner, in her capacity as school governor, thanked Cllr Henderson and the clerk for meeting with the Head of Ousedale School at very short notice about s106 funding issues. The clerk mentioned a worrying issue relating to the potential sale of Wordsworth/Lawrence Walk Park by the developer to a third party. It was not known as yet whether this would spill over to affect Lakes Lane Park.     

ITEM 7.  TC/FEB/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – It was noted that whilst community forums have been organised by the police in Olney, none had taken place in Newport Pagnell. A serious knife wielding assault on a young teenager had taken place on the footpath leading to Hornbeam Park. 

Action: The clerk to write to the LPA commander of Milton Keynes, and copy the letter in to the Police Commissioner, Matthew Barber.  

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2022 were received.  Cllr Henderson thanked Cllr Gage for his renewed efforts to find funding for a further visit to Caldecotte Lake in 2022, and the clerk for aiding in ensuring that the planning application for parking spaces was approved.   

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meetings had been held. 
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held. 

· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen reported that the meeting planned for 15th February 2022 had been cancelled, owing to there being no grant applications, but subsequently two applications that had come in had been approved. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/FEB/2022:  PRECEPT LETTER TO RESIDENTS     

The Council received the draft precept letter, which goes out to all residents alongside the Spring Edition of Town Talk.  

Resolved to approve the precept letter, with some minor alternations proposed by Cllr Henderson.  
 
Prop: PD	Sec: EH
[bookmark: _Hlk87353957] 	 
ITEM 9. TC/FEB/2022: COUNCIL STRUCTURE  

[bookmark: _Hlk95815524]Item 9.1 Request that NPIG reports directly to Full Council 

The NPIG working group raised a request that the Council Structure be altered to accommodate NPIG reporting directly to Full Council instead of through TPEM.  Cllrs Winsor and Clarke objected to this proposal, but the proposal was supported by both Cllrs Carman and Pearson.  It was decided that there was insufficient evidence for a decision to take place at this meeting, and that if any changes were to take place, this should ideally be as from the date of the Annual Meeting in May 2022. 

Action: The chairs of NPIG and TPEM to jointly discuss the terms of reference of both these meetings, and if no agreement could be reached, to submit a paper each to Full Council for consideration regarding the Terms of Reference, any potential overlap of these, and the pros and cons of making such a structural alteration to the Council.  

Item 9.2 Members of a new working group to meet with the Commoners’ Association. 

Resolved to approve Cllrs Carman and Winsor sitting on a new working 
Group, and Cllrs Gage and Oyakhire to act as back-up members, to meet quarterly with the Bury Commoners’ Association.  

Prop: PD	Sec; PW

Action: The clerk to draft some Terms of Reference for the working group, to be considered at the next meeting of Full Council. The Terms of Reference will also assist in determining whether the working group reports to the Parks and Property meetings, or to the Business Development meetings. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.08 pm. The date of the next meeting is 14th March 2022.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

