NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 21st March 2022 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Euan Henderson (Chair), Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/MAR/2022: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Gage for this meeting and belated apologies from Cllr Hornblow, who did not receive the link owing to a problem with his internet connection.   

ITEM 2.  BD/MAR/ 2022:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/MAR/ 2022:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/MAR/2022: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2022
as a correct record of the meeting with one correction to Item 6 to read: ‘Arrangements to continue to fund the Commonholders’ Association…’

Prop:	EH 	Sec: DK

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/MAR/2022:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field Farm site. 




5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1	Despite believing that agreement had finally been reached with the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC), on suggesting a cost- saving opportunity to move the main pavilion to between the main pitch and the community AGP, NPTFC has come back with a completely new proposal. Their new proposal is to keep the main pitch as grass, but increase the size of the Community AGP to a full-sized pitch, and to double the size of the pavilion. The Council’s consultants, Steve Wells Associates, felt that this would be beyond the scope of the Town Council’s budget, but is now drawing up new costings for this proposal.  

	Action: The clerk to chase Steve Wells Associates for these figures.   

5.1.2	Bloor Homes has been advised of the Town Council’s requirements for sports provisions on the new land offered for this purpose. 
	
5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

Steve Wells Associates cannot commence the final design of the sports/wellbeing/community centre on this site until the Tickford Fields Farm site is settled and funding is received to engage them.  The Town Council awaits with interest the tender bids for developers of the Tickford Field Farm site that are due in March 2022.  

ITEM 6.   BD/JAN/2022: BURY COMMON 

Objective for the Council year: To progress the transfer of Bury Field Common and Meadow to Newport Pagnell Town Council, including the transfer of the Rural Grants on this site.   

Agreement has been reached with the Bury Commoners’ Management Committee about meeting quarterly with that group.   

Ten crab apples trees were planted on the Common in amongst the hedgerows.  These will be maintained by the Town Ranger.   

The remaining 2021 funding from the Rural Agency has been passported to the Town Council from Milton Keynes Council. 

There is no further information from Northampton University on undertaking a stage one habitat survey of the common. 

Action: The clerk to chase Northampton University for a date. 
The clerk has registered with the Rural Payments Agency as owner of Bury Field.  Matthew Ayres of Fisher German has been appointed as the Town Council’s agent with the Rural Payments Agency. 

Quotes for improving the entrances to the common were prohibitively expensive, so an alternative specification has been agreed by the Property Committee. 

ITEM 7.   BD/MAR/2022:  S106 FUNDING

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

The working group received the updated s106 report. The clerk has worked with Ousedale School in preparing applications for S106 funding.  

Over the last year no development in Milton Keynes has raised any S106 contribution towards swimming. Reports from an officer managing schools swimming are shaping the view that there is no need for further provision.    
	 		
ITEM 8. BD/MAR/2022:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

Hornbeam Play Area/Cycle Park
	 
The official opening of the Hornbeam Cycling Facility takes place on 26th March at 11 am.  Parking has been arranged at Ousedale School until 1 pm.  

ITEM 9.   BD/MAR/2022:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

Transfers of Kingfisher, Friary Gardens and Sorrel Drive parks are almost complete.  
.  
ITEM 10.   BD/JAN/2022: TOWN CENTRE

10.1	An update on the Economic and ARG Funds was received:  

The Economic Fund and the ARG Fund have funded two shopping events in the town, as well as a town retail map which was distributed to everyone in Milton Keynes.  The clerk is working with Cllr Pearson on a project involving three Town Trail apps that are now being designed, with part of this funding. The Historical Trail will be ready March/April.  

10.2	An update on the Welcome Back Fund was received.

	Lamp posts have been painted, and planting has been completed at Station Road and outside of Bury Common, but not to the Town Council’s satisfaction.  A meeting has been arranged to discuss this.   

ITEM 11.   BD/MAR/2022: BURGESS GARDENS ALLOTMENT SITE 

11.1 Burgess Gardens site

The architect for this site has submitted the plans for consideration by Milton Keynes Council for a Lawful Development Certificate.  The project will now pass to the Allotment’s working group to manage. 

ITEM 12.   BD/MAR/2022:  ASTON MARTIN MUSEUM

12.1 Site for lease to Aston Martin Heritage Trust  (AMHT) 

Agreement between AMHT and MKC has been reached on re-positioning a footpath.  Issues around the transfer of woodland adjacent to the site now have to be agreed.  

ITEM 13.   BD/MAR/2022: POLICE STATION SITE

The structural survey report has not yet been received from Churchills.  This is awaited before agreement can be reached on taking ownership of the Community Building and refurbishment and use of this structure.   

[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]ITEM 14.   BD/MAR/2022: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the January income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns.  
 
IITEM 13.   BD/MAR/2022:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Resolved that the Town Clock would appear on the next agenda.  
Prop: EH	Sec: IC
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.35 am. 

The date of the next meeting is 16th May 2022.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


