NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 16th March 2022 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (Chair), Binta Bah-Pokawa (Vice Chair), Richard Pearson, Tony Oyakhire, Sue Garner and Scott Humphries. 
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/MARCH/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Langridge and belated apologies from Cllr Butler
	 
ITEM 2.  CEPR/MARCH/2022:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MARCH/2022:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MARCH/2022:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 16th February 2022 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: ML  Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/MARCH/2022:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival: Event planned for Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd July 
Strawberry Fayre:  Event confirmed for Sunday 19th June 
Soapbox Derby:  This event is planned for 10th July 
Horticultural Show: Event planned for 3rd September 
Fireworks Event: Event planned for Friday 4th November – committee was hoping to have music along with the display but not enough donations received to cover cost. 
Christmas Lights:  Switch on planned for Saturday 26th November.
It was proposed to erect 6-7 Ukrainian flags alongside the St George’s flags - all voted in favour.  The CEPR working group wanted to express thanks to the Christmas lights team for putting them up.  

ITEM 6.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

	No events to review.

6.2	Vintage Event 2022 

6.2.1	A report was received from the events officer on the 2022 event.  

6.2.2	The clerk advised volunteers are in short supply and any suggestions were welcome.  Cllr Humphries put himself forward and advised he will check if any of the Christmas lights team would be available. Cllr Garner will see if she knows anyone who wishes to become involved. Age 16 and under can be used for certain volunteer positions. 

	ITEM 7.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The working group considered the accounts for January and raised no issues with these. 

ITEM 8.  CEPR/MARCH/2022:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group reviewed progress against the following objectives:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: Milton Drive official opening is planned for the summer.  The official bike track opening is planned for 26th March.  Cllr Garner has arranged parking for  this event at Ousedale School.  Cllr Lombardo wanted to thank Cllr Garner on behalf of the working group for organising this.

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2022.  Status: See item 6.2 above. 

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2022. Status: This objective will be reviewed after the next election.

Objective 4: To put on a memorial event for the town Post Covid-19. Status: Objective complete. 

Objective 5:	To identify and meet with groups with different cultural references. Status: The Commonwealth and Cultural event that Cllr Bah-Pokawa is independently organising was discussed.  It was decided that it would be more relevant to move this point to item 5 on the agenda, as this was an externally organised event, and not something run by the Town Council. A Constitution for the volunteer group has now been organised.   

Objective 6:  To assist retailers to put on a weekend shopping event, with the Town Council providing a pop-up shop venue for for home businesses, street entertainment and advertising for the event, and to seek to obtain funding from the MKC High Street refurbishment fund for this purpose.   Status: Shopping weekends stopped.  Town retail map produced and delivered with remaining funding.  Objective now complete.

Action: The clerk to check tracking records of delivery for the town map as some areas seem to have not been covered within Newport Pagnell. 

8.1.6 To note the historical trail is well under way after initial discussions with the clerk, Cllr Pearson and Don Hurst from the Historical Society.  The clerk advised she is waiting for the Bury Field habitat survey and ecological reports before the Ecological trail can be finalised and thereafter the Treasure Trail can be set up.   The clerk also advised the information may take some time in coming forward, so the latter two trails may be a while in development.  A meeting with the Maltings has been organised for phase 3 of the art project.  This will link to the Historical trail, and the Treasure trail, with new signage with QR codes erected on buildings identified in the Historical trail, and a larger historical and ecological board with a map of the Common erected on Bury Field.  This signage will detail the type of fauna and flora that can be found on Bury Common as well as a short piece about the history of the site.

ITEM 9.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: PRESS RELEASES
	
The Phonebox was now charging for issuing press releases.   Cllr Garner proposed that the Council continue using the Phonebox for press releases which was agreed.

Pro: SG Sec: ML
	
ITEM 10.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: MAYORAL GIFTS

The Working Group discussed providing quotes for gifts which could be given out by the Mayor to visiting dignitaries.  It was suggested that these could be badges labelled #(emoji heart)NewportPagnell which would have a combined purpose: to be sold in the office and at events as well as used for gifts to visiting dignitaries.   

ITEM 11. CEPR/MARCH/2022: MK CONNECT MAGAZINE

It was agreed that the working group did not support featuring in the MK connect magazine.

ITEM 12.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for website and social media.

ITEM 13.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: TOWN TALK

The clerk advised that any items which are to be included in the summer edition for events should be sent ASAP. There were no other items for Town Talk suggested by the Working Group. 

ITEM 14.  CEPR/MARCH/2022: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr Lombardo to provide a written proposal to the clerk ahead of the next meeting to discuss a common signature for councillors so that this item could be included on the next agenda.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm. The date of the next meeting is 13th April 2022.
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
