NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 14th March 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner, Roger Hornblow, Scott Humphries,  Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
           
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Philip Gage, Euan Henderson,  and Mark Lombardo.  

ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.    

ITEM 3. TC/MAR/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

ITEM 4.  TC/MAR/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 14th February 2022 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: DK	Sec: RC 

Matters Arising

4.2	The clerk had been unable to find a Highways Consultant at short notice to undertake a Road Safety Audit on the proposed Toucan crossing between the MK East Development and Newport Pagnell, which the Town Council considered to be a dangerous crossing.  

4.3	A visit to the police station site in Newport Pagnell had taken place on 15th February 2022.  It was agreed that the building offered great opportunity, and that it should form part of the Business Development Working Group’s Terms of Reference to discuss possibilities for the building.       

4.4	Dates are awaited from both the Liberal Democrat and the Conservative Ward Councillors for the Town Council to meet with them. 

4.5	It was noted that a letter had been written to the LPA Commander of Milton Keynes regarding the need to reinstate Police Community Forums.  A response had been received, indicating a willingness to do so, and a date of 7pm on 17th March in the upstairs Meeting Room at the Youth Club, Wolverton Road, had been arranged for the next Community Forum. Councillors are welcome to attend.  

ITEM 5. TC/MAR/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that sadly he had succumbed to Covid-19 in the last month which had put a dent in his ability to meet with people, owing to the isolation period. He gave thanks to Cllr Bah-Pokawa for stepping in to attend some events.  

· On Tuesday 1st March he attended the Pancake race in Olney.  
· On Sunday 6th March, he attended the Dunstable Mayor’s civic service. 
· On Saturday 12th March, he travelled to Shropshire to support Newport Pagnell Town Football Club as guests of Whitchurch’s Mayor, Councillor John Sinnott.  

The Vice Chair reported that:

· On Saturday 12th March, she represented the Mayor in attending the Annual Swimathon organised by the Rotary Club at Middleton Pool. 
· On Friday 11th March she attended the MK Youth Cabinet event at the Church of Christ the Cornerstone in Central Milton Keynes.  
· On 24th February she stepped in for the Mayor at the Leighton-Linslade charity night.  
She also met with the Commonwealth and Friends Festival Group, who agreed to reschedule the festival event to the 2nd week of September. 

ITEM 6.  TC/MAR/2022:   WORKING GROUP & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 23rd February 2022
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 9th February 2022.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 28th February 2022.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 7th February 2022. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 16th February 2022.
f) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 22nd February 2022. 




ITEM 7.  TC/MAR/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – A community forum meeting has now been arranged as per item 4.5 above. 

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been scheduled. 

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meetings had been held. 
 
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor reported that he had not been able to attend the MK ALC meeting, but that he had now acquired contact details of the four scooter companies so that members could contact them if they found abandoned scooters.  

· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen mentioned that there was nothing to report. 

· It was noted that the Town Council has been classified as a ‘Super Council’ at NALC, owing to its size and the income from Leisure Services. This group will join forces with NALC to lobby for additional placemaking powers for parish councils. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/MAR/2022:  COUNCIL STRUCTURE  

[bookmark: _Hlk95815524]Item 8.1 Request that NPIG reports directly to Full Council 

A meeting between the chairs of the TPEM and NPIG working groups had taken place to discuss the background to this request.  The clerk reported that the meeting had been very fruitful, resulting in agreement to hold a joint meeting of TPEM and NPIG so that NPIG can share the possible scope of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan with TPEM, and can take soundings from TPEM on design principles that members of TPEM felt should become policy in the Neighbourhood Plan.  Thereafter, should the meeting go well, NPIG minutes could be received directly by Full Council, as it was Full Council who needed to make the final decision on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Item 8.2 Terms of Reference: Bury Commonholders’ meetings 

Resolved to approve the suggested Terms of Reference for the quarterly meetings that will take place with the Bury Field Commonholders’ Association. 

Prop: PD	Sec: PW

Cllr Clarke raised an issue about the Terms of Reference policy document regarding its heading, which referred to Working Groups rather than Committees. He felt the document should refer to both Committees and Working Groups, although at present no Working Group has wished to revert to holding physical meetings. Full Council had agreed that the choice was up to the individual Working Groups. Cllr Clarke felt that the policy document defined the fact that Working Groups had to remain in perpetuity.  However this was not the case. Because Full Council had delegated the decision to individual Working Groups as to how they would like to conduct their business, if a particular Working Group wished to convene as a Committee, the Terms of Reference could immediately be changed to reflect this. Terms of Reference were considered at least annually, and often more frequently as changes occurred.  Cllr Clarke’s specific concern was that he had felt it important to return to physical meetings for TPEM, but others in that Working Group had preferred electronic meetings.  The legal limits on the lack of decision-making authority for Working Groups were confirmed at the meeting, as were the opportunities for Officers of the Council to hold delegated responsibility.   

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.35 pm. The date of the next meeting is 11th April 2022.        
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

