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 NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting

held on Thursday 21st April 2022 at the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell, 
at 7.00 pm. 

Chairman: Cllr Paul Day 
Present:        71 members of the public, including Ward Councillors of Milton Keynes Council and members of Newport Pagnell Town Council

Brian Salter – formally CEO of Parks Trust


Phil Keech – Newport Pagnell Town Football Club  

          The Town Clerk and Events Officer
1. 
Opening 

Cllr Paul Day opened the meeting, thanking everyone for coming. He explained that it is a requirement that an Annual Town Meeting is held, apart from during Covid years, and said that the Town Council very much welcomes this opportunity to hear directly from residents about their views. He thanked the United Reformed Church for use of their venue, and mentioned the new Mead Centre, complete with sensory room, and many other features.  He noted that this had been his charity for the year, mentioned how pleased he was that the centre was now open, and invited attendees to visit the centre after the event. He thanked Newport Pagnell residents for giving refugees from Afghanistan such an incredible welcome, and noted that many residents had now opened their homes to Ukrainian refugees. 

He spoke about the array of services that the Town Council offers, including swimming and a gymnasium at Middleton Leisure Centre, sports at Willen Road Sports Ground, community centres, allotments, events, parks, including a new cycling facility at Hornbeam Park, public toilets, town floral displays and flags, events, neighbourhood plans including some 930 new homes on Tickford Field Farm, and now the new addition of Bury Common.  

It was important to the Town Council that Newport Pagnell be a sustainable town, and within this context he addressed two big issues which he felt attendees may wish to ask questions about: 1) flooding and future flood potential, and 2) the growth of a new development of some 5000 homes between the town and the motorway.      He explained that a huge sum of funding had been released from central Government for this development, which also had the support of the two ruling parties at Milton Keynes Council, leaving the Town Council in no doubt that the development would go ahead irrespective of what the Town Council did.  The Town Council’s view therefore had been to try to influence the development for the good as much as possible and to ensure that the new residents in this area looked to Newport Pagnell rather than central MK for their shopping needs, thereby helping to maintain the High Street’s vitality.  

2.
Minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting held on 25th April 2019 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.   

Prop: P. Winsor  Sec: M. Lombardo
3.
Brian Salter – former CEO of the Parks Trust

Cllr Day introduced the first speaker, Brian Salter, former CEO of the Parks Trust. 
Brian explained that he had retired from the Parks Trust 19 years ago, and during that time he had become increasingly concerned about the erosion of confidence in established institutions and large companies that engaged in unethical practices, such as the Environmental Agency, Anglian Water, and Volkswagen during their emissions scandal.  An example of this was the lack of forethought as Milton Keynes grew, of the need to increase capacity at the Cotton Valley Sewerage Works, which housed all the sewerage for Milton Keynes.  Government held a view that volunteers could do all the work previously done by experts at local authorities and other establishments, and as a result of this many skilled employees capable of averting disasters had been lost.  


By 2007 science had fully validated the concept of global warming, and the media started to focus in on the need to remove carbon from the atmosphere.  Promises such as net zero were made, but it is hard to see how these can be achieved, when the carbon offsets of manufacture and waste are often exported to another country through clever statistics and procurement practices.    

It is clear that what is needed is a buffering process to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
through a process known as sequestration, whereby carbon dioxide is captured and trapped by plant life permanently.  Green open space therefore becomes a critical feature in such sequestration, and it is crucial that the owners of green space protect it, and enhance its sequestration abilities.  He raised concerns about the removal of green space in the MK East Project, and of land that previously not only trapped carbon dioxide, but functioned as an absorption area for surface flood water.

Finally he spoke of Bury Common, saying that it was a space that clearly demonstrated the importance a sequestration.  He felt that gravel extraction might be explored on the common to pay for improvements to the common to allow for more sequestration opportunities. 
4.
Newport Pagnell Town Football Club 


Cllr Day introduced Phil Keech, a representative from Newport Pagnell Town Football Club. 

Phil Keech, who deals with both youth and adult football at the club, gave a presentation expressing his delight at the success of the team who had reached the finals in the FA Vase Tournament. The finals will be played at Wembley Stadium, on 22nd May,  against Littlehampton, and because of this, when walking around the town, it was often possible to hear bursts of spontaneous singing about the event. 600 fans had attended the quarter final of the tournament, 1800 had been at the semi-final, and there were 7000 tickets for the final which were almost sold out. 
He said that the club’s vision was to always be at the heart of the community, performing well, and having fun, in an ethical way.  The club attracted multiple generations of families and was youth-centric, having 27 children’s teams.  450 boys and girls play football at the club, and there are 3 girls teams and a senior ladies team.  The club was fast becoming the go to club for football in MK.   All teams have a sponsor, and sponsors are mostly local businesses in the town.  The club is proud of its 5–6-year-olds taking their first steps into football.   It also holds Bobbycat sessions for those with disabilities.  A football academy is taking place through Soccer Assist, for 16–19-year-olds, on a pathway that combines football with education.  5 of these students have won scholarships in the USA. Fundraising has raised £20,000 for a commemorative Steve Dart stand already, and from this it is possible to see how the club has anchored itself in the heart of its community. 

5.
Town Awards
The following people received Citizen Awards:  

· Dave Moulson for 17 years of service as a Governor and 4 years as Chair of Governors at Ousedale School.

· WelcomeMK, a charity set up by the Baptist Church to welcome refugees, asylum seekers and migrants into our community. 

· Helen Botwood  for her work as group leader of Scouts for over 20 years. 
· Keith Stephens for his efforts at daily litter collection. 

· Jonathan Ward for helping to keep our rivers clear.  

6.
Questions


The Mayor opened the floor to questions.  

Q.1
 Surely the new development on MK East of 5000 new homes will have a negative effect on Newport Pagnell Residents? 
A.1
 Do we want it? No.  Can we stop it? No.  The Government and both political parties in power at MKC support the development. Government Funding has been received for the development to take place.  Therefore the Town Council has been concentrating its efforts on turning the attentions of the new residents towards Newport Pagnell, so that they view this as their local shopping venue, dining out venue, takeaway venue etc. thereby helping to keep the vitality of the town vibrant.  
Q.2
I am a member of the local flood group working with Cllr Jane Carr, and it is our belief that the flood  prevention measures taken by the developers are wholly inadequate, as they are suggesting that the linear park will take the flood runoff, but it is already at a very high saturation level.  We intend meeting with the developer to make this point very strongly.  
A.2
Thank you for your efforts in this respect. It’s important to note that technically this area is currently in Moulsoe Parish. However they have expressed the view that they would prefer to shrink the size of their parish and not absorb all this housing.  

  
Q.3
 How many doctors surgeries will be built on the new development?
A.3
That is up to the NHS Clinical Commissioning Group.  We know that when we spoke to them about more doctor surgery space for the Tickford Field development they said they did not need any more space.  Instead, s106 funding is to go to provision of NHS staff including one more doctor for the 930 homes on Tickford Field.  A medical centre is planned on the MK East site, but we don’t know what this will contain.  
Q.4
 The Tickford Field site has been announced as a site that will constitute an Eco Development.  
A.4.
 We don’t know exactly what this means yet.  Details are to be announced next month.  
Q.5
Can you fix the Town Clock?
A.5
The Town Clerk advised that the clock had broken down about 1 1/2 years ago. It took an exceptionally long time for MKC to get replacement parts and when these were fitted, the clock ran for just over six months before breaking down again.  A new clock face and mechanism are needed as repairs are clearly not cost effective.  The Town Clerk is looking into options and costs for this.  Thus far MKC has resisted Town Council requests to take ownership of the clock, but possibly once a new mechanism is found that does not require a cherry picker to alter the time, they may be more amenable to this idea. 

Q.6.
Will local residents have the opportunity to have a voice on the MK East Development? 
A.6
Residents always have a voice on planning applications. The Planning Authority is Milton Keynes Council.   However, with Government funding behind this development, it is very unlikely there would be any way of stopping it from happening. 
 

Q.7
I don’t understand why research is necessary. Why don’t you just fix the clock?
 

A.7
The clock is now 16 years old.  Repairs are becoming hugely difficult for MK Council.  The clock does not belong to the Town Council.  You may wish to take this up with an MKC Ward Councillor, some of whom are present at this meeting, as the clock is currently in that council’s ownership. 
Q.8
 I would just like to thank the existing Mayor of Newport Pagnell who has done an excellent job. 
A.8
Thank you.  

The Mayor invited residents who had further questions to write these down on the forms provided

and he would answer them directly. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm, and the Mayor invited residents to partake of 
refreshments. 
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