NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 13th April 2022 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Cllr Bah-Pokawa (late arrival) Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (Chair), Richard Pearson, Tony Oyakhire and Scott Humphries (late arrival). 
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/APRIL/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Langridge and Cllr Garner. 
	 
ITEM 2.  CEPR/APRIL/2022:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  CEPR/APRIL/2022:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  CEPR/APRIL/2022:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 16th March 2022 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: ML  Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/APRIL/2022:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival: Event planned for Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd July 
Strawberry Fayre:  Event confirmed for Sunday 19th June 
Soapbox Derby:  This event is planned for 10th July 
Horticultural Show: Event planned for 3rd September. Judges have been appointed and previous exhibitors are receiving their entry brochures.
Fireworks Event: Event planned for Friday 4th November 
Christmas Lights:  Switch on planned for Saturday 26th November

ITEM 6.  CEPR/APRIL/2022: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

	The opening of the Hornbeam Cycling Facility went well. 

6.2	Vintage Event 2022 

6.2.1	A report was received from the events officer on the 2022 event. A concern about the number of outdoor displays dropping out was raised.   

6.2.2	Volunteers - Cllr Humphries advised there were at least 3-4 members of the Christmas lights team willing to help. Cllr Garner passed on that she had 3 young person volunteers.   It was noted under 16s need to be placed with an adult. There remains a shortage of volunteers, particularly for programme sales. 

6.3	Annual Town Meeting

6.3.1	The Clerk advised that Brian Salter will be discussing stewardship and the role the Town Council plays in stewarding the assets of the town.

6.3.2	The Events Officer advised she has contacted all 3 electric scooter companies operating in the town to invite them to speak.  Only one response was received from Lime and they could not offer any representation and instead offered to send data. 

	ITEM 7.  CEPR/APRIL/2022: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The working group considered the accounts for February and raised no issues with these. It was agreed to ask the Policy and Finance working group to move remaining events funding into earmarked reserves. 

ITEM 8.  CEPR/APRIL/2022:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group reviewed progress against the following objectives:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: The Milton Drive memorial garden official opening was discussed.  It was agreed to hold it one evening in June with classical music, champagne and orange juice, and an offer of grant funding for residents who wishes to add further planting to the park. The Friends of a park concept will be discussed with residents.  

Resolved that the officers should choose a suitable early evening late in June 2022 for this event. 

Prop: ML

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2022.  Status: See item 6.2 above. 

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2022. Status: This objective will be reviewed after the next election.

Objective 4: To put on a memorial event for the town Post Covid-19. Status: Objective complete. 

Objective 5:	To identify and meet with groups with different cultural references. Status: This objective has now moved to item 5. 

Objective 6:  To assist retailers to put on a weekend shopping event, with the Town Council providing a pop-up shop venue for for home businesses, street entertainment and advertising for the event, and to seek to obtain funding from the MKC High Street refurbishment fund for this purpose.   Status: Two weekends have been put on and the objective is now complete.

8.1.6 	The clerk and Cllr Pearson advised they are working with the Maltings and MKC Arts Department to develop the family and eco trail element of the town trails.  The history trail is now complete and up and running, although in due course QR codes on discrete signage placed on the identified historical buildings will be added by the Maltings.    This, and the two further trails, will be funded from s106 funding left over from the street signage project. 

ITEM 9.  CEPR/APRIL/2022: PRESS RELEASES
	
The clerk advised she had been approached by the Phonebox magazine regarding a possible regular article from the Town Council, following some confusion about the Ward Councillors’ information supplied.   Due to Cllr Day no longer submitting a report it was suggested that it be delegated to the clerk to compose a write-up of the latest Town Council news to be included in the magazine. It was hoped the Phonebox would accept this. 

Action:  The Town Clerk 

ITEM 10.  CEPR/APRIL/2022: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for website and social media.

ITEM 11.  CEPR/APRIL/2022: TOWN TALK

It was agreed to include Cllr Carr’s request regarding an article explaining the different types of community food services offered in the September issue of Town Talk.   

ITEM 12.  CEPR/APRIL/2022: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To receive feedback from previous items on this agenda.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35pm. The date of the next meeting is 11th May 2022.
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
